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The  Honorable  Joseph  L.  Alioto 

Mayor  of  San  Francisco 

City  Hall 

San  Francisco,  California  94102 

Dear  Mayor  Alioto: 

This  1967-1968  report  of  the  Recreation  and  Park 
Department  covers  a  period  of  marked  change  and  innova- 
tion in  providing  recreation  and  cultural  opportunities 
for  all  of  San  Francisco. 

During  the  Summer  and  Fall  months  of  1967  the 
recreation  areas  and  parks  of  our  City  were  used  by  far 
more  people  than  ever  before.   San  Francisco's  well- 
founded  reputation  as  a  tolerant  city  brought  an  influx 
of  strangers  seeking  to  escape  the  eddies  of  unrest  that 
were  sweeping  other  cities,  or  searching  for  a  haven 
where  others  might  accept  and  share  the  untried  ideolo- 
gies that  have  caused  such  phrases  as  "generation-gap" 
and  "hippie"  to  become  expressions  of  concern  and  common 
usage  across  the  nation. 

Every  resource  of  the  recreation  and  park  services 
was  used  to  the  fullest  to  respond  to  the  needs  and  satisfy 
the  demands  of  the  newcomers,  while  at  the  same  time  active 
local  citizen  groups  were  encouraged  to  assist  in  the 
promotion  and  development  of  their  park  system  as  an  in- 
creasingly important  part  of  the  life  of  San  Franciscans. 

The  major  changes  in  the  direction  and  thrust  of  park 
and  recreation  administration  occurred  immediately  following 
your  election  as  Mayor  in  November  of  1967.   Your  philosophy 
and  concepts  of  personal  and  human  relationships  between 
government  and  the  neighborhood  --  and  the  Mayor  and  his 
citizens  --  as  set  forth  in  your  election  campaign,  encouraged 
us  to  quickly  prepare  your  proposals  for  action  when  you 
took  office  in  January,  1968: 
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1.  With  your  immediate  support,  funds  were  approved 
for  a  greatly  expanded  program  of  recreation  and 
cultural  services  throughout  the  entire  city  with 
special  emphasis  and  attention  directed  towards 
disadvantaged  neighborhoods. 

2.  Your  further  support  meant  success  for  planning, 
financing  and  operating  the  1968  Summer  Special 
Recreation  Project  --  SSRP  --  that  brought  scores 
of  imaginative  new  recreation  events  and  opportuni- 
ties to  youngsters  and  families  in  every  neighbor- 
hood of  the  city.   Both  local  and  federal  funds 
were  obtained  to  provide  jobs  for  youths  in  our 
parks  and  recreation  centers.   Free  buses  were 
provided  for  transportation: 

To  free  public  swimming  pools ,  day  camps 
and  excursions. 

Free  amusement  rides  were  arranged  at  the 
San  Francisco  Zoo  and  Golden  Gate  Park 
Playgrounds . 

Youth  groups  were  admitted  free  to  baseball 
games  at  Candlestick  Park. 

Free  jazz  rock  concerts  were  held  at  the 
Band  Concourse.   A  series  of  free  summer 
teen-age  dances  was  a  success  in  every 
neighborhood. 

In  the  crowded  industrial  section  vest- 
pocket  playgrounds  and  mini-parks  were 
installed  and  operated  in  alley -ways  and 
vacant  lots. 

The  Cultural  Arts  Program  was  greatly 
expanded  for  both  children  and  adults,  with 
art,  music,  dramatic  classes,  traveling 
troubadour  shows  and  exhibits  featured  at 
the  parks ,  neighborhood  squares  and 
recreation  centers. 

3.  Your  creation  of  a  Mayor's  Council  on  Youth  coordinated 
the  best  efforts  of  City  departments,  the  School  Depart- 
ment, and  private  youth  agencies  in  meeting  the  urgent 
needs  for  young  people. 

4.  In  numerous  neighborhood  discussion  meetings  arranged 
by  your  Deputy  for  Social  Services  either  informally 
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4.  (continued) 

or  on  a  Town-Hall  basis,  confidence  and  trust  were 
engendered  between  citizens  and  government,  and  brought 
answers  and  solutions  in  place  of  frustrations. 

5.  San  Francisco's  community  consciousness  and  social 
awareness  of  the  Kerner  Report  will  be  tested  by  the 
re-submission  on  the  November  1968  ballot  of  the 
$12.4  million  recreation  and  park  bond  issue  which 

in  June  fell  short  of  the  required  2-Yes  to  1-No  vote 
necessary  for  approval.   The  reduction  of  the  bond 
issue  to  $6.4  million  and  restricting  it  to  the  vital 
social  issue  of  providing  equal  recreation  and  park  ' 
facilities  in  the  sorely  neglected  Hunters  Point- 
Bay  View  District  is  a  realistic  attack  on  the  in- 
equities so  long  endured  by  those  who  live  in  these 
forgotten  neighborhoods. 

Other  significant  areas  of  progress  during  the  past  year 
have  been: 

1.  Completion  of  the  plans  and  specifications  for  the 
conversion  of  the  residence  of  the  vista  park  atop 
Merced  Heights  (Brooks  property).   This  construction 
and  renovation  work  is  in  progress  and  should  be 
completed  within  the  next  thirty  days. 

2.  Plans  and  specifications  for  the  first  and  second 
phases  of  the  development  of  John  McLaren  Park, 
Lake  Merced  Park  and  the  Tri-Park  bicycling  and 
riding  trailways  financed  under  the  1964  State 
Recreation  and  Park  bond  issue  ($1,175,000  total) 
have  been  completed  and  are  out  to  contract. 

In  addition  $300,000  has  been  obtained  as  a 
federal  grant  for  McLaren  Park  from  the  federal 
land  and  water  conservation  fund. 

3.  The  Commission  is  in  receipt  of  over  $450,000  from  the 
Le  Roy  Vane  estate  for  the  construction  of  a  senior 
citizen  leisure  center  in  Golden  Gate  Park.   It  is 
the  Commission's  position  that  it  was  the  definite 
intent  of  the  testator  as  expressed  in  his  will  that 
this  senior  leisure  center  would  best  serve  the 
older  citizens  of  San  Francisco  if  established  in 
Golden  Gate  Park.   Since  this  position  has  been 
questioned  a  legal  opinion  has  been  asked  of  the 

City  Attorney.   Excellent  schematic  drawings  and 
functional  floor  plans  and  construction  details  have 
been  prepared  for  review  and  consideration  by  the 
older  citizens  of  San  Francisco  who  look  forward  to 
enjoying  the  benefits  of  this  generous  gift. 
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4.  The  reconstruction  and  rehabilitation  of  the  Palace 
of  Fine  Arts  nears  completion.   This  imposing  and 
world- renowned  structure  has  already  been  the  locale 
of  numerous  civic  events,  pageants,  art  shows  and 
extravaganzas.   The  Commission  is  considering 

and  seeking  additional  proposals  for  the  best  and 
ultimate  uses  of  the  Palace  of  Fine  Arts.   We 
look  forward  to  the  counsel  of  your  office  in 
developing  the  cultural  potential  of  the  Palace. 

5.  The  breathtaking  beauty  of  world-renowned  Golden 
Gate  Park  continues  to  fascinate  hordes  of 
visitors  and  summer  tourists.   Our  staff  is  to  be 
complimented  for  its  dedication  and  ability  to 
maintain  the  high  quality  of  Golden  Gate  Park  under 
extreme  and  adverse  budget  conditions.   Behind  the 
facade  of  beauty  which  impresses  the  visitors 
Golden  Gate  Park  is  desperately  in  need  of  funds 
for  restoration  of  major  portions  of  the  park 
suffering  from  deferred  maintenance. 

The  continuation  of  the  practice  of  closing  a  por- 
tion of  Golden  Gate  Park  to  autmobile  traffic  on 
Sundays  has  been  most  favorably  received.   The 
staff  is  engaged  in  the  preparation  of  a  master 
plan  which  will  detail  a  program  of  improvements, 
traffic  patterns,  and  protective  modifications  of 
land  use  for  Golden  Gate  Park's  future  years. 

6.  Major  improvements  and  further  development  have 
been  accomplished  in  the  Strybing  Arboretum  in 
Golden  Gate  Park  under  the  competent  leadership 

of  Mr.  P.  H.  Brydon.   It  is  with  great  satisfaction 
that  we  record  that  in  the  past  year  361  grade 
school  classes  comprising  7733  children  have  had 
conducted  tours  through  the  Arboretum  by  teachers 
who  were  trained  in  this  department's  in-service 
training  program. 

7.  Serious  attention  has  been  given  to  re-structuring 
the  services  of  the  City's  six  municipal  golf  courses 
Public  hearings  have  been  held,  resulting  in  recom- 
mendations for  improved  services  and  adjustments  of 
green  fees  to  meet  today's  conditions. 

8.  Our  Zoo  continues  to  be  of  great  interest  to  San 
Francisco  visitors.   A  new  master  plan  was  approved 


The  Honorable 
Joseph  L.  Alioto 


8.  (continued) 

by  the  Recreation  and  Park  Commission  and  the 
Zoological  Society,  encompassing  therein  the  Fort 
Funston  area  for  Zoo  expansion  and  public  access. 
There  is  wide  citizen  interest  in  the  proposal  for 
institution  of  admission  charges. 

The  responsibilities  of  this  Commission  could  not  have  been 
fulfilled  without  the  excellent  coooeration  of  many  other  City 
departments,  particularly  members  of  the  Mayor's  and  Chief 
Administrative  Officer's  Offices,  Police  Department,  City 
Attorney's  Office,  and  Offices  of  the  Purchaser,  Department 
of  Public  Works,  and  Controller.   In  addition,  businesses, 
organizations,  and  individuals  too  numerous  to  mention  have 
given  valuable  support  and  encouragement  throughout  the  year. 
The  members  of  this  Commission  are  aware  that  the  successful 
operation  of  the  department  is  due  primarily  to  the  efficiency 
of  the  staff.   The  Acting  General  Manager,  Mr.  Edward  A. 
McDevitt,  and  his  assistants  are  to  be  commended  for  their 
ability  and  dedicated  service. 

It  has  been  eighteen  years  since  the  consolidation  of  the 
Park  Department  and  the  Recreation  Department  into  one  responsi- 
ble agency.   In  the  past  two  decades  there  have  been  numerous 
changes  in  the  methods  of  providing  governmental  services  but 
the  Recreation  and  Park  Department  has  struggled  with  the 
burden  of  no  reorganization  or  updating  of  its  system  of 
operation.   It  is  our  considered  judgment  that  an  intensive 
survey  of  the  department's  organization  is  appropriate  at 
this  time  so  that  this  department  may,  under  new  management  and 
techniques ,  be  ready  and  equipped  to  meet  the  critical  demands 
of  today. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  following  reports  of  the  various 
operating  divisions  will  be  both  interesting  and  informative. 

With  every  good  wish  to  you,  I  am 

Sincerely, 


4/J*&7fsA 


Walter  H.  Shorenstein 

President 

Recreation  and  Park  Commission 
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Play  Ball!    It's  a  familiar  cry  heard  the  year  round 
throughout  the  City's  playgrounds—whether  it  be  baseball 
or  basketball  thousands  of  youngsters  find  excitement  and 
enjoyment  in  supervised  games. 


njoyment   of   the 
reat  outdoors, 
roviding  the 
elp,    guidance 
nd  proper 
instruction  are 
unctions   of   the 
ecreation  Depart- 
ent.      The   Park 
epartment  main- 
ains   153   tennis 
ourts   throughout 
he  City   for   the 
ublic's   use. 


ATHLETICS,  MENS  AND  BOYS 
Charles  Faulkner 


A  diversified  collection  of  activities  and  programs  was  offered 
to  youth  and  adults  with  a  warm  welcome  to  all  needing  assistance, 
consultation  and  information  regarding  use  of  our  facilities. 

Thirty-eight  youngsters  from  San  Francisco  were  selected  from 
Leagues  and  Tournaments  to  participate  in  a  First  Annual  Youth 
Games  held  in  New  York  City  as  guests  of  Mayor  John  Lindsay. 
Our  representatives  placed  fourth  in  total  points  in  the  meet 
with  twelve  other  United  States  cities,  and  the  trip  oroved 
to  be  successful  both  physically  and  culturally. 

Our  recreation  directors  combined  their  talents  to  promote  and 
conduct  local  playground  and  city-wide  orograms  in  seasonal  sports, 
Outside  agencies  were  invited  to  oarticipate  in  inter-city  leagues 
held  for  baseball,  basketball,  softball,  track  and  field,  soccer, 
football  and  touch-tackle  football. 

The  Summer  Playground  Baseball  Program  involving  city-wide 
participation  for  boys  continues  to  be  a  great  success.   Our 
major  and  minor  midget  leagues  serviced  112  teams, junior 
leagues  35  teams,  and  senior  leagues  42  teams.   A  total  of 
3,171  boys  9  years  through  17  years  participated  in  the  four 
league  divisions. 

A  year  round  program  in  semi-pro  baseball  is  also  featured  by  our 
divison;  38  teams  played  in  afternoon,  Saturday,  and  Sunday 
leagues.   San  Francisco  Junior  College,  Hign  Schools,  Junior  High 
Schools,  Catholic  Youth  Organization,  Police  Athletic  Groups,  and 
many  other  organizations  use  the  fields  and  diamonds  for  games 
and  practice  sessions. 

The  Babe  Ruth  and  Joe  DiMaggio  Junior  baseball  Leagues  attract 
and  develop  promising  young  players  from  the  primary  leagues. 
Our  recreation  directors,  coaches,  and  officials  deserve  praise 
for  their  fine  work  handling  36  teams  in  these  two  divisions. 

Adult  Metropolitan  Softball  Leagues  were  conducted  on  our  night 
lighted  fields.   Spring,  Summer  and  Winter  tournaments  were 
scheduled  for  teams  sponsored  by  local  industry. 
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ATHLETICS,  WOMENS  AND  GIRLS 
June  Harman,  Supervisor 
Dorothy  Dukes,  Supervising  Director   Lillian  Yuen,  Senior  Director 

Increased  attendance  of  use  of  facilities  and  some  notable 
expansion  of  programming  spelled  the  general  pattern  of  activities 
this  past  year.   This  increased  usage  is  attributed  to  a  well 
scheduled  and  sufficiently  broad  program  of  care  of  tennis  facili- 
ties, for  example,  the  following  courts  were  resurfaced:   Golden 
Gate  Park,  10  in  color;  James  B.  Moffat,  4  in  color;  South  Sunset 
and  Merced  Heights,  1  each.   Additional  and  renewed  interest  in 
the  game  has  been  generated  through  this  department's  clinics. 

Two  nationally  recognized  tennis  figures  were  honored 
this  year  by  having  courts  named  after  them.   The  Alice  Marble 
Courts  (Hyde  and  Chestnut  Streets)  unique,  in  that  they  were 
placed  on  top  of  a  Water  Department  reservoir,  were  opened  in 
November,  1967  by  Miss  Marble  in  a  ceremony  that  brought  tennis 
dignitaries  from  around  the  Bay  Area.   This  project,  with  the 
cooperation  of  the  Public  Utilities  Department,  had  been  in 
the  planning  for  six  years. 

In  May,  1968,  after  the  resurfacing  of  the  courts  at 
26th  Avenue  and  Vicente  Street,  tennis  notables  from  all  parts 
of  the  United  States  came  to  honor  James  B.  Moffet,  in  whose 
name  the  courts  were  dedicated.   William  S.  Kellogg,  Vice 
President  United  States  Lawn  Tennis  Association,  Pacific 
Region  and  Dr.  Aubrey  G.  Rawlins,  President,  Youth  Tennis 
Foundation  attended.   Mr.  Moffet,  over  the  years,  has  been 
a  prime  mover  of  tennis  in  San  Francisco  and  has  been  of  great 
assistance  to  this  Department  with  his  help  and  suggestions. 

Over  1250  children  participated  in  Youth  Tennis  Foundation 
clinics  which  were  conducted  on  25  playgrounds  each  day  for 
two-week  periods  throughout  the  summer  school  vacation. 
Additional  instruction  at  Golden  Gate  Courts  was  offered  to 
approximately  400  children  who  excelled  in  their  respective 
playground  classes. 

Fall  clinics  were  held  in  September  and  October  on  six 
playgrounds  with  participation  of  265  children.   Two  clinics 
were  conducted  for  90  children  during  November  and  December. 
Spring  classes  were  conducted  in  March,  April  and  May  at 
seven  playgrounds  with  a  participation  of  265  children. 
The  50th  Annual  Boys  and  Girls  Tennis  Tournament  had  classes 
set  according  to  age.   Total  participation  was  292  children 
representing  29  playgrounds. 

The  21  tennis  courts  in  Golden  Gate  Park  rarely  had 
vacancies.   These  courts  are  supervised  60  hours  a  week 
during  the  six  months  of  daylight  savings  in  order  to  main- 
tain the  maximum  use  by  the  greatest  number  of  players. 
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Situated  between  the  Golden  Gate  Tennis  Courts  and 
the  Children's  Playground  in  Golden  Gate  Park,  three  Lawn 
Bowling  greens  are  constantly  in  use  by  men  and  women 
bowlers.   The  San  Francisco  Lawn  Bowlers  and  the  Golden 
Gate  Women  Lawn  Bowlers  have  over  175  active  members.   The 
clubs  are  open  to  the  public,  with  the  sole  qualification 
being  to  have  an  interest  in  and  a  desire  to  participate 
in  lawn  bowling.   Instruction  is  given  constantly  to 
interested  participants,  and  equipment  for  beginners  is 
made  available. 

During  the  past  year  20  tournaments  were  held  on  the 
San  Francisco  greens  with  eight  visiting  clubs  from  the 
greater  Bay  Area.   Many  lawn  bowlers  from  foreign  countries 
were  guests  during  the  year.   For  instance,  they  hosted 
bowlers  from  Australia,  New  Zealand,  Scotland,  Ireland, 
Canada  and  Hong  Kong. 

Other  recreational  activities  in  this  division 
included  girls  Softball  leagues  with  participation  from 
16  playgrounds;  720  boys  and  girls  comprised  teams  for 
indoor  relays  playday;  girls  basketball  is  offered  from 
the  midgets  to  senior  players;  kickball  for  those  12  years 
and  under;  a  Summer  track  and  field  meet  at  City  College 
to  determine  6  representatives  sent  to  the  Invitational 
Youth  Games  held  in  New  York  City  in  August.   Also  offered 
is  netball  for  girls  8  through  11  and  forty  teams  competed. 
Jacks,  checkers,  chess  and  volleyball  tournaments  continue 
to  attract  thousands  of  players. 

The  Industrial  Division  is  a  unique  and  self-supporting 
adult  program  comprised  of  59  member  firms  within  the  City. 
Activities  directed  by  this  division  included  such  tournaments 
as  tennis,  volleyball,  bowling,  table  tennis,  golf,  softball 
and  basketball.   Individual  activities  of  tennis  clinics, 
swimming,  guitar  clinics,  Yoga  and  two  week-end  excursions 
helped  complete  a  well-rounded  recreational  program  for  the 
working  adult  of  San  Francisco.   Award  dinners  were  held  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  tournaments,  with  over  three-fourths  of 
the  participants  attending.   Over  4,100  people  joined  in 
these  activities. 
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"Children  on  tennis  courts  are  not 
found  in  juvenile  courts"  is  a 
statement  often  credited  to 
"Mr.  Tennis",  James  B.  Moffet 
(above).   Mr.  Moffet  is  co- 
founder  of  the  Youth  Tennis 
Foundation  which  in  the  past  ten 
years  has  provided  the  opportunity 
for  thousands  of  youngsters  to 
learn  the  game.   Alice  Marble  (in 
white  with  corsage,  center  of 
upper  left  picture)  attended  the 
dedication  of  the  courts  named  for 
her.   At  left,  champion  Rosemary 
Casals,  a  product  of  Golden  Gate 
Park  courts  gives  helpful  hints 
to  budding  players  during  a  clinic. 


RECREATION  AREA  SUPERVISION 

AREA  SUPERVISORS 
Susabel  Dorsey   William  McNulty 
Harold  Flirm     Robert  Schumacher 


There  are  seventy-three  (73)  facilities  in  the  City 
jith  Recreation  Division  Personnel  to  service  the  public  as 
;o  the  needs  and  desires  of  each  community  surrounding  the 
anit.   Geographically,  they  are  grouped  into  four  areas,  or 
sections,  with  a  Recreation  Area  Supervisor  given  the  respon- 
sibility and  the  authority  that  goes  therewith  of  supervising 
;he  recreation  personnel  and  their  programs,  in  order  to 
neet  the  needs  of  that  surrounding  community. 

Subject  to  the  capacities  and  facilities  available 
within  each  community,  provisions  were  made  to  meet  the 
teeds  in  utilizing  the  units  to  the  fullest  extent  possible 
cor  recreation  purposes  from  tiny  tot  through  the  senior 
:itizen. 

Each  year,  and  last  year  was  no  exception,  the  demands 
lave  grown  tremendously  for  use  of  the  buildings  and  grounds, 
iot  only  for  our  own  programs,  but  in  service  to  other  groups 
as  well.  The  growth  in  desire  for  recreation  no  doubt  is  due 
to  the  electronic  age  that  we  are  now  in,  which  requires  less 
Dhysical  and  mental  energy  in  the  work-a-day  life;  thereby, 
giving  rise  to  the  added  desire  of  recreation  in  all  forms, 
whether  physical,  mental,  a  combination  of  both,  or  the  lack 
of  all  three  (3)  forms. 

In  providing  recreation  services  to  the  community, 
cooperation,  co-ordination  and  assistance  to  and  from  other 
public  and  private  agencies  were  given  in  the  use  of  the 
buildings,  courts  and  field  areas,  for  dances,  displays, 
leagues,  meetings,  picnics,  shows,  socials,  tournaments  and 
other  recreational  functions. 

As  a  means  of  staying  abreast  with  the  pulse  of  the 
public  in  maintaining  a  two-way  channel  of  communication,  it 
was  necessary  to  attend  an  increasing  number  of  meetings  by 
public-spirited  organizations,  such  as  Parent-Teachers 
Association,  Police  Community  Relations  Units,  Improvement 
Clubs,  Human  Rights  and  anti-poverty  committees. 

Other  than  in  athletics,  the  most  difficult  age-group  to 
please  in  recreation,  is  the  teen-age  group;  however,  with  the 
partial  help  financially  and  under  their  direction  as  to  choice 
combos  the  American  Federation  of  Musicians,  Local  #6,  A. F. L.- 
C.I. 0.  assisted  in  fourteen  (14)  dances  in  various  centers 
during  the  summer  months.   A  lesser  concentration  of  dances 
continued  throughout  the  rest  of  the  year,  in  an  effort  to 
socially  satisfy  the  teen  needs. 


ARTS  AND  CRAFTS 
Ron  Juvland,  Supervising  Director 


Need  for  creativity  has  greatly  increased  the  scope 
and  quality  of  Arts  and  Crafts  activities  throughout  the 
City  due  to  the  combined  efforts  put  forth  by  our  staff  at 
playgrounds  and  recreation  centers  throughout  this  community. 

Art  exhibits  were  held  at  St.  Mary's,  Potrero  Hill, 
West  Sunset,  Eureka  Valley  Recreation  Centers  and  Golden 
Gate  Park  Senior  Center.   These  exhibits  provided  excellent 
publicity  for  neighborhood  Art  activities  and  were  well 
attended. 

The  Childrens  Art  Show,  Adult  Art  Show,  Summer  Art 
Show,  all  at  the  Sharon  Building,  and  the  Photo  Day  Childrens 
Art  Exhibit  and  Marionette  Show  were  very  well  received. 
These  shows  featured  various  work  of  all  ages  from  various 
playgrounds  and  recreation  centers  with  a  total  attendance 
of  some  8500  people.   Unsolicited  comment  regarding  the 
Adult  Show  indicated  many  of  the  visitors  were  pleasantly 
surprised  at  the  professional  level  of  the  work  and  the 
manner  in  which  the  work  was  displayed. 

Along  with  the  above  shows,  the  Arts  and  Crafts 
division  conducted  Kite  Month  which  featured  kite  making 
and  a  city-wide  kite  contest  and  the  Second  Annual  Chalk-In 
which  featured  a  sidewalk  chalk  drawing  contest.   Both  of 
these  special  events  were  well  received  and  attended. 
Total  attendance  4500. 

The  total  attendance  for  all  Arts  and  Crafts  activities 
was  over  166,400.   At  the  present  time,  on  a  weekly  basis, 
an  average  of  over  3200  children,  adults  and  senior  citizens 
are  participating  in  Arts  and  Crafts  activities  provided 
by  the  San  Francisco  Recreation  and  Park  Department. 
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AQUATICS 
Martin  Greenlaw,  Aquatics  Supervisor 

Public  response  to  the  expanded  Aquatics  program  this 
year  has  been  excellent.   Various  activities  both  for  participants 
and  spectators  turned  out  3,459,036  persons  at  seven  indoor  pools, 
two  outdoor  pools,  two  beach  areas  and  one  lake  front  operated 
by  this  Department. 

Highlights  of  the  year  included  at  "Learn  to  Swim"  campaign 
conducted  in  cooperation  with  the  American  Red  Cross  during  the 
summer  months.   The  program  provided  intensive  swimming  instruction 
for  30,000  children  from  ages  8  through  18.   In  addition,  400 
youngsters  gained  worthwhile  experience  by  acting  as  instructor 
and  administrative  aides. 

Each  year  sees  an  increase  in  the  number  of  groups  using 
the  Department's  Aquatics  facilities  to  enrich  their  own  programs. 
A  number  of  Boy  Scout  Troops,  Camp  Fire  Girls,  the  Cameron  House, 
and  Canon  Kip  were  welcomed  during  the  year. 

The  San  Francisco  Merionettes  represented  the  City  in 
Synchronized  swimming  events  throughout  the  United  States  and 
won  numerous  individual  and  team  championships.   Sponsoring  eight 
intra-departmental  swimming  teams  in  competition,  Aquatics  enabled 
the  most  outstanding  swimmers  to  compete  in  meets  throughout 
California  while  representing  the  San  Francisco  Recreation  and 
Park  Department. 

Thirteen  swimming  meets  and  two  synchronized  shows  were 
presented  to  the  public.   Many  of  the  meets  had  an  attendance  of 
over  150  spectators. 

Public  instruction  in  various  phases  of  swimming  was 
conducted  at  the  seven  indoor  pools.   Classes  were  offered  for 
adults,  children,  and  pre-schoolers  with  over  15,000  individuals 
actively  participating.   More  than  2,000  handicapped  persons 
utilized  the  aquatic  facilities. 

In  cooperation  with  the  Red  Cross  and  the  Lake  Merced 
Sailing  Club,  Aquatics  sponsored  classes  in  rowing  and  sailing, 
more  than  300  youngsters  participated  in  the  program  which  was 
given  over  a  six-month  period  at  Lake  Merced.   Also  Lake  Merced 
has  an  excellent  fishing  program  which  provides  adults  and 
children  an  opportunity  to  catch  rainbow  trout  from  May  through 
December. 

Construction  of  the  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr. ,  Pool  was 
started  in  March,  1968.   Upon  completion  of  this  Pool,  people  in 
the  Bayview  and  Hunters  Point  areas  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
participate  in  an  organized  recreational  swimming  program. 
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MEET  THE  MERIONETTES 


With  a  routine  "Opening  Ceremonies  of  the  19th  Olympiad," 
the  S.  F.  Merionettes  Swim  Club  captured  Junior  National 
Synchronized  team  championships  recently  held  in  Arlington, 
Virginia. 

The  routine,  dedicated  to  the  1968  Olympics  in  Mexico  took 
the  6-girl  team  to  a  win  over  23  other  competitors  from 
across  the  nation  was  led  by  Hall  of  Fame  coach,  Marion 
01 sen  Kane. 

Although  these  winners  were  14-16  years  old,  this  popular 
program  accommodates  youngsters,  teen-agers  and  even  adults. 
Synchronized  swimming  is  recognized  as  a  fast  moving  and 
popular  sport,  serving  all  ages  of  participants  and  spectators 
alike,  nation-wide. 

The  Merionettes  club,  national  and  inter-national  competitive 
leaders  of  this  sport,  regularly  enter  novice,  junior  and 
senior  AAU  competition  in  solo,  duet  and  team  events. 
The  S.  F.  Recreation  and  Park  Department  which  sponsors 
them,  is  proud  of  their  many  continued  accomplishments. 
Pictured  below  left  to  right:   Maureen  Daly,  Amy  Miner, 
Lona  Gallagher  and  front  row--Susie  Morris,  Barbara  Cooney 
and  Carrie  Turman  who  comprised  this  year's  team. 


Aquatics  division  caters  to 
millions  of  young  and  older 
persons  who  take  advantage  of 
free  swimming  instructions 
andmany  youngsters  participate 
in  intra-city  swim  meets. 
City  pools  have  been  the  train- 
ing grounds  for  national  champions 


As  a  result  of  the  splendid 
cooperation  of  Bay  Area  yachtsmen, 
hundreds  of  youngsters  who  hereto- 
fore had  never  set  foot  on  a 
luxury  yacht  were  taken  out  on 
a  Bay  trip  thanks  to  arrangements 
made  by  the  recreation  department. 


DRAMA  AND  DANCE 
Sue  Dorsey,  Acting  Supervisor 


Headquarters  for  the  Drama  and  Dance  Division  is  the 
Recreational  Arts  Building  located  at  50  Scott  Street.   On 
a  city-wide  basis  a  broad  approach  is  rendered  to  the  performing 
arts  and  dance  files,  play  libraries,  costume  and  property 
sections  are  maintained  for  use  of  all  the  recreation  directors. 

Activities  regularly  conducted  on  a  weekly  basis  at 
Recreational  Arts  Building  include  Folk,  Square  and  Round  Dance 
groups  (men  and  women),  Social  Dance  Workshops  (men  and  women), 
Special  Dance  Classes  (women  only) ,  Modern  Dance  Class  for 
young  women,  Special  Dance  Class  (children) ,  Special  Dance 
Classes  (High  School  and  College  age) ,  Teen  and  Adult  Drama 
Workshops,  Junior  Drama  Group,  Puppetry,  Story  League  Class 
and  related  Drama  and  Dance  Activities  as  scheduled. 

Activities  regularly  conducted  on  a  weekly  basis  at 
other  recreation  units  include:   Storytelling,  Story  Play, 
Play  Production,  Creative  Dramatics,  Singing  Games,  Small 
Folks  Rhythmics,  Folk  Dancing  (boys  and  girls),  Folk,  Square 
and  Rounds  (adult),  Social  Dance  Workshops  (teen-age),  and 
Ethnic  Dance  Groups. 

Ethnic  dance  groups  were  a  highlight  of  the  current  dance 
program.   These  groups  performed  in  various  special  programs 
throughout  the  year  and  at  the  Stern  Grove  Carnival  as  well. 

Folk  and  Square  Dance  Classes  are  regularly  programmed 
for  senior  citizens  and  the  Golden  Gate  Park  Senior  Center 
Dance  Group  presented  a  fine  program  for  the  annual  Hobby  Show 
and  The  Emporium. 

In  drama,  groups  meriting  special  recognition  were 
conducted  at  Cayuga,  Eureka  Valley,  Excelsior,  Funston,  Milton 
Meyer,  Midtown  Terrace,  Mission,  J. P.  Murphy,  Ocean  View, 
Portola,  Potrero  Hill,  Recreational  Arts  Building,  Rochambeau, 
St.  Mary's,  Sunset  and  Upper  Noe. 

The  Golden  Gate  and  Storyland  Story  Leagues  organized  by 
this  division  are  volunteer  groups  giving  freely  of  their  time 
and  talent  as  a  community  service.   They  meet  regularly  to 
develop  and  improve  their  storytelling  techniques.   Courses  in 
storytelling  are  given  in  conjunction  with  the  Volunteer  Bureau 
to  train  new  volunteers . 

The  National  Story  League  Convention  was  held  at  Del  Webb's 
Towne  House  June  30th-July  3rd.   Over  200  delegates  from  all  over 
the  country  were  hosted  by  the  Golden  Gate  and  Storyland  Story 
Leagues  sponsored  by  this  division. 
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Annual  city-wide  programs  organized  and  conducted  by 
this  Division  were:   Carnival  at  Stern  Grove  (a  Recreation  pageant 
with  a  cast  of  1500  children  and  adults);  May  Day  Festival  at 
Kezar  Stadium,  Golden  Gate  Park;  Drama  Expression  Days  at 
Chinese  Center,  Hamilton,  St.  Mary's,  Sunset  and  Upper  Noe 
Playgrounds;  Folk  Dance  Program  for  Bernal  Heights  Association 
Art  Fair  and  Festival;  Doll  Show  at  Sharon  Building  in  Golden 
Gate  Park;  Joseph  Lee  Day  on  the  green  near  the  Sharon  Building, 
and  Christmas  productions  at  the  Recreational  Arts  Building. 

Four  new  programs  began  this  Summer  added  to  the  city-wide 
program;  Pegasus,  The  Troubadour  entertained  and  delighted 
the  boys  and  girls  with  his  stories,  stunts  and  antics  as  he 
visited  many  of  the  playgrounds.   Bill  Lynden's  "Free  City 
Puppets"  Show  gave  17  playground  performances  of  "Punch  and 
Judy";  The  New  Shakespeare  Theatre  gave  performances  of 
"Alice  In  Wonderland"  and  "A  Midsummer  Night's  Dream";  and 
"Folkdancing  on  the  Green"  was  scheduled  each  Sunday  afternoon 
from  2:00-4:30  P.M. 

Drama  replaced  the  former  Story  Play  Day  in  order  to 
involve  more  playground  groups  in  this  program  and  to  give 
more  scope  to  Creative  Dramatics.   These  goals  were  achieved 
and  the  directors  and  children  expressed  their  approval  by 
presenting  an  interesting  and  entertaining  variety  of 
dramatic  presentations  at  five  playgrounds  throughout  the  city. 

Special  programs  given  as  a  Community  Service  were: 
Regional  Folk  Dance  Festivals  are  given  at  various  recreation 
centers.   Glen  Park  invites  the  public  to  a  monthly  Folk  Dance 
Party.   This  group  has  met  weekly  since  it  was  organized 
twenty  two  years  ago  and  many  of  the  original  members  are  still 
active  participants.   The  Recreational  Folk  and  Square  dancers 
also  hold  a  monthly  open  house.   The  Recreational  Arts  dance 
groups  combined  to  present  programs  for  Laguna  Honda  Home, 
Aquatic  Park  Senior  Center,  Oakland  Cultural  Arts  Institute, 
East  Bay  Women's  Dance  Circle,  Jewish  Community  Center,  and 
Dance  Masters  of  America.   Also  participate  in  the  Columbus 
Day  pageant. 

Our  costume  section  provides  costumes  and  properties 
for  many  special  holiday  programs  throughout  the  year  when 
called  upon  by  directors  and  also  provides:  day  camp  scarves 
(making,  repairing  and  laundry  service  -  approximately  400 
a  week  used  during  summer  camp  season)  tablecloths  for  Stern 
Grove  Summer  Concert  Series,  drapes  for  dedications  and 
special  occasions,  repairing  flags  and  dressing  room  tents 
where  possible,  and  ground  cloths  for  bedding  plants. 

By  attending  meetings,  serving  on  committees  and 
assembling  material,  assistance  was  given  to  other  divisions 
of  the  Recreation  and  Park  Department,  public  agencies  and 
civic  groups,  amateur  as  well  as  professional  drama  and  dance 
organizations,  doll  club  and  story  leagues  including  Youth  for 

Service,  Police  Community  Relations  and  Palo  Alto  Community 
Center. 
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Storytelling  by  Mother  Goose  herself  holds  city  youngsters 
spellbound  and  a  dancing  class  readies  dress  rehearsal  for 
the  sreat  outdoor  children's  carnival  of  song  and  dance. 


GOLF  OPERATIONS 
Edward  Gerrans ,  Supervisor 


With  a  background  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  the  Golden  Gate, 
the  San  Francisco  Bay  and  Lake  Merced  to  add  beauty  to  our 
six  municipal  golf  courses  with  fairways  lined  with  pines  and 
cypress,  one  can  understand  why  over  420,000  rounds  were  played 
on  them  this  year. 

As  usual,  Harding  Park  attracted  the  greatest  number  with 
115,000  rounds  played.   Harding  Park  is  considered  one  of  the 
finest  and  most  popular  municipal  courses  in  the  United  States. 
The  San  Francisco  Amateur  Championship  held  here  each  year  drew 
2059  entries. 

Industrial,  service  and  charitable  tournaments  are  held 
at  Sharp  Park  along  with  lower  flights  of  the  San  Francisco 
Amateur.   Peninsula  high  schools  also  use  Sharp  Park  for  school 
matches.   79,000  rounds  were  played  here  this  year. 

Lincoln  Park  had  65,000  rounds  by  golfers  who  enjoy  the 
scenic  splendor  it  has  to  offer.   Lincoln  also  lends  itself 
to  475  entrants  for  the  San  Francisco  Junior  Championship  and 
to  the  San  Francisco  High  School  A. A. A.  Championship.   San 
Francisco  Amateur  lower  flights  also  play  here. 

Hosting  a  capacity  field  of  320  players  this  year  was 
Golden  Gate  Park  Pitch  and  Putt  Course,  a  very  popular  par 
three  nine  hole  course  on  which  70,000  rounds  were  played. 

The  Jack  Fleming  nine  hole  course  in  the  center  of 
Harding  Park  had  60,000  rounds  played  by  beginners,  women  and 
senior  golfers  who  enjoyed  playing  this  32  par  course. 

McLaren  Park  Golf  Course  had  30,000  rounds  played. 
The  younger  flights  of  the  San  Francisco  Junior  Championship 
are  held  here. 

The  San  Francisco  Recreation  and  Park  Department  in 
cooperation  with  our  golf  course  professionals  held  a  series 
of  nine  weekly  golf  clinics  during  this  summer.   A  total  of 
225  youngsters  participated  in  this  program. 

Two  public  hearings  were  held  regarding  increasing  the 
golf  fees,  preferential  starting  times  for  residents  and  a 
new  clubhouse  for  Harding  Park.   The  meetings  were  presided 
over  by  Commissioner  F.  Everett  Cahill,  and  the  proceedings 
were  recorded  for  evaluation  and  action. 
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ON  THE  SUBJECT  OF  PARKS 
Frank  0.  Foehr,  Superintendent  of  Parks 


Preserving,  beautifying  and  maintaining  the  vast 
;;reage  throughout  San  Francisco  that  is  given  to  parks, 
quares  and  playgrounds  is  the  responsibility  of  the  park 
dvision.   The  manpower,  equipment  and  monies  to  do  the 
ob  are  perpetually  inadequate  as  vandalism  rides  rampant 
nroughout  all  park  units  and  restitution  is  costly. 

Teamwork  is  the  inspirational  keynote  that  makes 
his  unit  hum  and  carry  the  tremendous  workload  with  which 
hey  are  charged.   Golden  Gate  Park  with  its  one  thousand 
lus  acres  and  the  City's  golf  courses  lend  the  greatest 
reas  of  maintenance  to  be  challenged.   Dearth  of  water  due 
o  lack  of  sprinkling  systems  in  certain  areas  of  Golden 
ate  Park  and  world  famed  Harding  Park  golf  course  consume 
he  greatest  amount  of  manpower  and  effort. 

The  extremely  dry  winter  caused  a  greatly  extended 
atering  season  and  allowed  less  time  for  redevelopment 
rojects. 

The  Conservatory,  outstanding  among  showplaces  in 
olden  Gate  Park,  continued  explosive  arrays  of  color  and 
looms  on  a  365  day  basis  while  in  nearby  Conservatory  Valley 
welve  floral  designs  were  installed  using  approximately 
0,000  plants  to  the  delight  of  the  thousands  of  visitors 
rho  view  this  area  constantly. 

The  world  famous  floral  clock,  although  continuously 
'eplanted,  has  fallen  victim  to  the  vandals  who  caused  the 
lands  to  be  removed  as  replacement  costs  loomed  beyond  the 
luestion  of  reason. 

A  continuous  program  of  planting  and  planning  has 
resulted  in  a  handsome  shrub  border  along  Fulton  Street 
\ear  Third  Avenue  and  a  6,000  square  foot  area  was  cleared 
jf  brush  and  small  trees  nearby  at  the  John  McLaren  Memorial 
Rhododendron  Dells.   Foot  trails  were  established  and  a 
fine  planting  of  235  new  vigorous  young  rhododendrons  was 
Installed. 

The  Japanese  Tea  Garden  pagoda  was  renovated  and 
tainted  and  relandscaping  along  more  formal  Japanese  lines 
is  in  progress. 

Landscaping,  sodding,  tree  trimming  and  replanting  are 
constant  details  to  enchance  the  year-round  garden  of 
greenery  and  flowers  that  are  ours  to  enjoy. 
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Portals  of  the  Past  in  beauteous  Lloyd  Lake  on  the 
North  side  of  Golden  Gate  Park  near  25th  Avenue 
lends  serendipity  to  those  who  view  it  for  the 
first  time.   Literally  millions  of  people  promenade 
through  this  magnificent  park  which  was  the  legacy 
of  John  McLaren. 


The  Japanese  tea  garden  in  Golden  Gate  Park  has 
an  aura  of  authenticity  with  its  rare  species 
of  plants  and  hostesses  garbed  in  native  costume. 
Fine  Japanese  tea  and  fortune  cookies  are  available, 


STRYBING  ARBORETUM 
P.  H.  Brydon,  Director 

Almost  two  years  have  passed  since  the  Strybing  Arboretum 
Master  Plan  was  completed  and  much  of  the  evidence  of  change 
has  now  disappeared.   Despite  the  fact  that  only  a  few  major 
trees  were  removed  during  construction,  the  landscape,  with  new 
vistas  and  gently  undulating  lawns,  presents  a  totally  different 
appearance  to  the  scene  of  some  eight  years  ago.   It  is  apparent 
that  the  number  of  visitors  has  increased  tremendously,  but 
without  turnstiles  accurate  count  is  impossible.   The  men  in 
charge  of  the  various  sections  are  aware  of  more  and  more  regulars 
who  come  each  day  to  enjoy  the  quiet  and  protection  which  the 
Arboretum  affords.   The  faithful  volunteers  in  the  Information 
Kiosk  have  recorded  visitors  from  all  fifty  states  and  sixty 
four  foreign  countries  during  the  past  year. 

Our  greatest  satisfaction,  however,  is  to  be  found  in  the 
fact  that  from  July  1967  to  July  1968  -  361  grade  school  classes, 
totaling  7,733  children  have  had  conducted  tours  of  the  Arboretum 
by  teachers  who  were  trained  in  our  In  Service  Training  Program. 

STRYBING  ARBORETUM  -  SUNSET  MAGAZINE  DEMONSTRATION  GARDENS: 

Underground  power  conduit,  which  will  ultimately  provide 
the  service  for  night  shows  and  protective  lighting,  has  been 
installed  in  this  area.   It  was  put  to  good  use  on  May  4th  and 
5,  1968  when  the  California  Chapter  of  the  American  Rhododendron 
Society  held  its  annual  outdoor  show  in  the  Demonstration  Gardens. 
Last  year,  this  event  attracted  over  8000  people  who  were  admitted 
free  to  a  wonderful  display  of  Rhododendrons  and  Azaleas. 
Preliminary  plans  for  a  Demonstration  Home  Garden  Work  Center 
have  been  prepared  by  Splenda  &  Yamamoto,  Landscape  Architects, 
and  we  are  indebted  to  them  for  contributing  the  design  for  this 
new  feature.   We  gratefully  acknowledge  the  generosity  of  Sunset 
Magazine  for  supplying  funds  for  draughting  expense  and  arranging 
for  contributions  of  building  materials  for  this  project.   The 
work  center  will  have  a  triple  purpose:   1)  To  demonstrate  take 
home  ideas  for  the  home  gardener.    2)  to  provide  an  outdoor 
lecture  and  demonstration  area  for  garden  clubs  and  plant  societies, 
3)  to  provide  a  repository  for  tools,  soil  additives,  sprays,  etc. 
used  by  the  gardener  in  charge  of  this  area.   The  architect's 
schedule  calls  for  the  completion  of  this  project  by  December  1968. 

GARDEN  OF  FRAGRANCE: 


Articles  have  appeared  in  United  Press  and  Associated 
Press  describing  our  Garden  of  Fragrance.   As  a  result,  we  have 
received  numerous  requests  for  details,  particularly  from 
communities  who  wish  to  build  similar  facilities  for  the  visually 
handicapped.   The  plastic  braille  labels,  which  we  have  used  since 
the  garden  began,  have  not  proved  successful.   They  are  legible 
enough,  but  vandals  cut  them  and  tear  them  from  the  blocks. 
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Stainless  metal  labels  from  the  Volunteer  Services  for  the  Blind, 
Philadelphia,  have  been  purchased  by  the  Strybing  Arboretum 
Society,  and  they  are  being  permanently  installed  along  the  walls 
of  the  garden.   The  San  Francisco  Lighthouse  for  the  Blind  held 
their  second  picnic  in  the  Garden  of  Fragrance  on  June  30,  1967. 
This  is  being  planned  as  an  annual  event. 

RHODODENDRONS : 


In  1961,  a  number  of  Rhododendron  species  were  collected 
in  Malesia  by  the  noted  Dutch  botanist,  Dr.  Sleumer.   Many  of 
them  were  new  to  cultivation  and  we  have  been  adding  to  our 
collection  from  sources  in  Great  Britain,  Australia,  Holland 
and  New  Zealand.   Our  total  collection  of  these  so  called 
"Javanicums"  include  forty  three  species  and  twenty  six  hybrids. 

GEOGRAPHICAL  AREAS: 

Weed  control  and  soil  preparation  have  been  of  prime 
consideration  in  the  South  African,  South  American,  Australian, 
New  Zealand  and  the  China,  Japan  and  Himalayan  sections  of  the 
Arboretum.   Nut  Grass  (Cyperum  esculentum)  is  one  of  our  most 
pernicious  weeds  and  we  have  resorted  to  soil  fumigation  as  a 
control.   Close  to  trees  and  shrubs  where  fumigation  is  not  safe, 
frequent  applications  of  Diquat  and  Paraquat  help  to  eradicate 
this  pest.   In  the  older  portion  of  the  Arboretum  where  most  of 
the  geographical  areas  are  located,  the  most  serious  problem 
is  Oak  Root  Fungus  (Armillaria  mellea) .   Soil  fumigation  is 
only  a  partial  solution  to  this  situation  because  the  dead  and 
decaying  roots  of  woody  plants  which  lie  below  the  penetration 
level  of  the  fumigant  still  host  the  fungus,  and  in  time,  the 
infestation  again  reaches  the  upper  layers  of  the  soil. 

REDWOOD  TRAIL: 


Thousands  of  children  have  been  taught  to  recognize  the 
important  plants  of  our  coastal  redwood  forests  while  attending 
classes  in  this  area.   Also,  they  have  gained  an  awareness  of 
plant  evolution  from  the  primitive  unicellular  algae  through 
the  lichens,  liverworts,  and  ferns  to  the  trees  of  the  forests  and 
their  understory  of  shrubs  and  other  flowering  plants. 

CHILDREN'S  VEGETABLE  GARDEN: 

Under  the  guidance  of  their  teacher,  Miss  Burnham,  the 
third  grade  of  Jefferson  School  created  a  vegetable  garden  as 
their  spring  project  in  the  Arboretum.   Mr.  Lucey,  assisted  by 
Mr.  Anelli,  prepared  a  piece  of  ground  50  feet  by  30  feet  on 
a  warm  south  facing  slope  above  the  Redwood  Trail.   Under  their 
direction,  the  children  graded  the  beds  and  harvested  an  excellent 
crop  of  vegetables. 

JUNEA  KELLY  BIRD  WALK: 

The  walk  begins  at  a  path  branching  from  the  service  road 
just  below  the  lower  rock  garden  pond  and  winds  its  way  along  the 
stream  to  emerge  in  an  open  spot  by  a  small  pool.   A  large 


boulder  with  a  bronze  plaque  honors  Junea  Kelly  who  is  one  of 
the  Bay  Regions  famous  naturalists.   Berried  plants,  seed  plants, 
plants  for  cover,  etc.  surround  the  area  and  offer  sanctuary  for 
the  many  bird  species  which  inhabit  or  visit  the  Arboretum  in 
their  migrations.   The  walk  was  designed  by  Mr.  Hubert  Schmidt, 
Landscape  Architect  for  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 

PLANT  INVENTORY: 


Two  years  ago  a  substantial  gift  was  received  from  Mr. 
Osgood  Hooker,  a  Director  of  the  Strybing  Arboretum  Society. 
It  was  agreed  that  the  best  possible  use  for  the  money  would  be 
to  prepare  a  plant  inventory.   Consequently,  Mr.  Gary  Breckon 
was  engaged  to  assist  Mr.  Arthur  Menzies  in  making  a  list  of 
all  the  woody  plants  in  the  Arboretum  and  noting  their  location 
by  a  bed  number.   This  most  important  task  is  now  completed,  and 
it  is  estimated  that  we  now  have  over  three  thousand  species  and 
hybrids  of  woody  plants  in  the  Arboretum.   This  does  not  include 
annual  and  perennial  herbs,  nor  does  it  include  the  great  number  of 
plants  growing  in  our  nursery.   A  record  of  all  accessions  as 
they  are  planted  will  be  kept,  so  that  when  a  new  list  is  printed 
every  two  or  three  years,  it  will  be  a  simple  matter  to  include 
the  additions  from  our  records.   As  soon  as  our  list  is  printed, 
it  will  be  sent  to  Botanical  Gardens  throughout  the  world,  so 
that  plant  scientists  may  know  what  is  available  at  the  Strybing 
Arboretum  for  their  research. 

IN  SERVICE  TRAINING  PROGRAM: 


Proof  of  this  Program's  effectiveness  is  seen  in  the  number 
of  classes  who  come  to  the  Arboretum  to  study  the  plant  life. 
Our  presentation  of  the  lectures  continues  to  attract  the  maximum 
number  of  teachers  each  semester.   Some  of  the  teachers  who  took 
the  program  in  1963  and  1964  have  indicated  that  they  would  like 
to  repeat  the  class,  since  we  have  broadened  the  subjects  taught 
to  include  the  natural  history  of  San  Francisco. 

DIRECTOR'S  ACTIVITIES: 


During  this  fiscal  year,  the  Director  gave  twenty  seven 
talks  to  garden  clubs,  plant  societies  and  nurserymen's  associations 
He  has  been  appointed  Chairman  for  the  Twenty  Third  Horticultural 
Congress  of  the  American  Horticultural  Society  to  be  held  in 
the  Hotel  Fairmount  on  Sept.  18-21,  1968. 

NEW  ACCESSIONS: 


During  1967-68,  477  new  accessions  of  seeds,  plants  and 
cuttings  were  received  from  various  Botanical  Gardens  and  con- 
tributors.  In  return,  the  Strybing  Arboretum  has  sent  collections 
of  Malesian  Rhododendrons  to  the  Royal  Botanic  Garden,  Edinburgh, 
The  Royal  Botanic  Garden,  Kew,  The  R.H.S.  Gardens,  Wisley,  and 
to  correspondents  in  Australia  and  New  Zealand.   Scions  of  a 
rare  Maple,  Acer  pentaphyllum  have  been  sent  to  Hillier  &  Sons 
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Nursery,  England,  and  to  the  University  of  Washington  Arboretum. 
Seattle.   Miscellaneous  cuttings  have  been  shipped  to  the 
Queen's  Garden  at  Windsor  Great  Park,  England;  Lord  Talbot 
de  Malahide,  Ireland,  and  to  Sunningdale  Nurseries  in  England. 

HALL  OF  FLOWERS: 


From  the  standpoint  of  numbers,  the  Hall  of  Flowers  is 
the  busiest  part  of  the  Arboretum.   In  1967-68  -  111,713  persons 
attended  446  separate  events  in  this  building. 


The  Arboretum's  gazebo 
located  in  the  Sunset 
Demonstration  Gardens 


^  view  from  Zellerbach 
harden  through  a  main 
3xis  looking  toward  the 
lall  of  Flowers 


WATER  RECLAMATION  PLANT 
G.  J.  Mallick,  Chemist 


This  facility  was  constructed  in  1932  and  is  a  1  M.G.D. 
simple  "straight  line"  type  of  conventional  activated  sludge 
treatment  process.   It  is  generally  acknowledged  to  be  the 
pioneer  operation  in  the  United  States  where  the  renovation 
of  sewage  as  a  "reclaimed"  water  for  a  secondary  use  was  first 
practiced;  another  of  the  many  tributes  to  the  ingenuity  of 
the  late  Mr.  John  McLaren. 

As  a  result  of  our  pioneering  experiences  with  re- 
claimed water  here  in  the  Golden  Gate  Park,  today,  hundreds  of 
similar  type  operations  are  being  constructed  throughout 
the  United  States  for  use  as  an  irrigation  medium.   This  water 
is  extremely  high  in  nutritional  elements  which  are  rapidly 
utilized  in  plant  growth,  e.g.  ammonia,  nitrates,  phosphates, 
etc.   We  discharge  approximately  40  tons  of  ammonia  to  the 
irrigation  system  per  operating  season,  plus  lesser  amounts 
of  nitrates  and  phosphates.   This  plant  operation  is  integral 
to  the  irrigation  system  in  the  park  area  since  we  contribute 
25  to  28  per  cent  of  the  water  used  for  horticultural  purposes. 

In  the  last  four  years,  an  effort  to  rehabilitate  the 
plant  operation  has  been  effected:  the  existing  chlorine 
storage  area  was  demolished  and  a  new  chlorine  yard  was  con- 
structed.  Chlorine  headers  were  installed  and  a  cyclone 
fence  protects  the  storage  yard.   The  public  is  forewarned  of 
the  area,  since  it  is  clearly  posted.   Two  new  Wallace  & 
Tiernan  'V"  notch  chlorinators  were  installed:  dischargers 
through  P.V.C.  type  diffusors  into  the  chlorine  contact  tank. 
Extensive  work  has  been  done  on  the  chlorine  contact  tank, 
bottom  baffles  have  been  bolted  so  they  may  be  raised  and 
lowered  and  the  entire  tank  could  be  flushed  of  "trapped"  debris, 
grease,  sludge,  etc.   Submerged  water  flushout  lines  were  in- 
stalled to  hasten  the  removal  of  settled  sludge  particles. 
This  operation  is  now  under  satisfactory  control.   A  Scott-Air 
Pack  Chlorine  Gas  mask  is  available  for  emergency  purposes  and 
the  operation  engineers  have  been  schooled  in  the  use  of  this 
apparatus. 

Extensive  plumbing  in  this  work  area  has  been  effected: 
submerged  "flushout  lines"  in  the  sludge  hoppers  in  the  final 
settling  tanks,  overhead  sprays,  renewal  of  plumbing  on  the 
diffusors,  etc.   Various  work  activities  in  relation  to  carpenter 
work,  cement  and  electrical  work  have  been  effected.   The  work 
areas  adjacent  to  the  sedimentation  tanks  have  been  covered  with 
asphalt  and  one  of  the  most  needed  items  effected:  the  roadway 
surrounding  the  plant  operation  has  been  paved. 
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The  water  produced  in  the  plant  operation  is  distributed 
;o  the  following  areas:   as  an  irrigation  medium,  it  is  pumped 
iirectly  from  Elk  Lake  into  the  10"  main.   Also,  it  is  used 
js  a  supplement  to  maintain  the  lake  levels,  pumped  to  Stow 
..ake  via  the  reservoir  on  top  of  Strawberry  Hill:  by  gravity 
:low  to  Elk  Lake,  Mallard  Lake,  Metson  Lake,  South,  Middle 
and  North  Lakes.   Water  production  is  in  the  range  of  1  M.G.D. 

The  plant  operation  is  run  by  one  chemist  and  three 
operating  engineers  who  work  on  a  rotating  shift  basis. 


It  was  September,  1909  when  a  resolution  was 
adopted  paving  the  way  for  erection  of  a  police 
station  and  stable  in  Golden  Gate  Park.   This 
year,  Recreation  and  Park  Commissioner,  George 
T.  Choppelas  (pictured  above)  instigated  a 
resolution  commending  the  20  man  unit  of  the 
mounted  police  force  which  patrols  throughout 
this  park.   Their  dedication,  valor  and  many 
demonstrations  of  kindness  throughout  these 
years  were  brought  to  light  of  the  public's 
eye  through  this  long  overdue  recognition. 


MARINA  YACHT  HARBOR 
John  B.  Gibbons,  Jr.,  Harbor  Master 


Marina  Yacht  Harbor  consists  of  two  harbors  located  on 
n  north  shore  of  the  city  and  county  between  Laguna  and  Lyon 
teets.   The  two  harbors  encompass  an  area  of  74.165  acres 
a   are  divided  by  the  Marina  Green.   The  harbor  was  recently 
eeveloped  and  berthing  facilities  were  increased  from  257 
eths  to  a  total  of  680  berths,  made  possible  through  a 
tte  loan.   This  reconstruction  project  of  the  berthing  facili- 
is  was  completed  in  March  of  1966. 

The  257  berths  existing  prior  to  the  enlargement  of  the 
sbor  had  a  potential  annual  rental  income  of  $45,365.   The 
irently  existing  facilities  for  680  crafts  represent  a 
cential  annual  income  of  $239,183. 

Of  the  total  number  of  berths  available,  329  are  located 
r  the  East  Harbor  and  351  are  in  the  West  Harbor.   On  June  30, 
9.8  a  total  of  580  berths  (85.3%)  were  occupied;  243  (73.9%) 
r  the  East  Harbor  and  337  (96.0%)  in  the  West  Harbor.   In 
h  Fiscal  Year  1967-68  rental  of  berths  brought  in  $188,754 
r  revenues  to  the  city  and  county  treasury. 

In  December,  1967,  the  entire  harbor  was  subjected  to 
t.-ee  consecutive  days  and  nights  of  northeasterly  winds  up  to 
imph.   Facilities  in  both  harbors  sustained  damage,  with  the 
i:er  portion  of  the  West  Harbor  sustaining  as  much,  if  not 
ce,  damage  than  facilities  in  the  East  Harbor.   Cost  of 
oair  to  city  and  county  facilities  amounted  to  $3,150. 

The  larger  number  of  vacant  berths  in  the  East  Harbor 

0  been  attributed  to  the  surge  condition  existing  in  this 
rbor.   The  Mayor  and  the  Board  of  Supervisors  approved  a 
quest  of  the  Recreation  and  Park  Department  for  $15,000  for 
h  preparation  of  plans  and  development  of  specifications  of 

)reakwater  to  correct  the  surge  problem  in  the  East  Harbor. 

The  staff  of  the  Marina  Yacht  Harbor  consists  of  the 
irbor  Master  and  four  Assistant  Harbor  Masters.   These  five 
a  provide  the  security  service  around  the  clock,  seven 
l/s  a  week,  at  the  harbor.   Due  to  the  limited  staff  it  was 
'-   possible  to  provide  adequate  first  echelon  maintenance 

1  other  necessary  work  at  the  harbor,  or  to  provide  adequate 
'rvice  to  the  boating  public.   It  is  hoped  that  funds  will 

appropriated  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  in  the  near  future 
c  additional  staff  and  equipment  so  that  the  Yacht  Harbor 
7  serve  the  boating  public  well  and  be  an  outstanding 
traction  for  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 
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SAN  FRANCISCO  ZOOLOGICAL  GARDENS 
Ronald  T.  Reuther,  Director 


An  updated  Master  Plan  was  approved  by  the  Recreation 
and  Park  Commission  and  the  Zoological  Society.   Included  in 
this  plan  is  improvement  of  the  Fort  Funston  area  into  a 
sizeable  parking  lot  and  with  major  public  access  to  the  zoo 
from  this  area. 

The  animal  collection  was  improved  and  increased, 
reaching  possibly  its  greatest  size  in  the  number  of  individual 
animals  and  variety  of  species.   The  count  as  of  June  30,  1968 
was  318  species  and  1201  specimens.   This  compares  with  the 
count  of  247  species  and  914  specimens  as  of  January  1,  1967. 

Of  particular  significance  was  the  completion  of  the 
African  Scene  for  approximately  $180,000  from  Zoological 
Society  funds.   Most  of  the  large,  rare,  and  valuable  animals 
now  displayed  in  this  facility  were  transferred  from  other 
areas  in  the  Garden,  notably  the  old  pachyderm  building.   A 
new  young  African  elephant  was  acquired  for  this  facility 
to  join  the  older  female. 

Moving  the  animals  out  of  the  old  pachyderm  building 
left  some  voids,  some  of  which  have  been  painted,  and  stocked 
with  new  animals.   These  include  the  giant  tortoise  exhibit 
and  the  Elephant  seal  exhibit.   Other  voids  need  modification 
and  improvement  before  they  can  be  ready  to  accept  new  and 
exciting  animals. 

A  service  building, barn,  small  monkey  island,  and 
prairie  dog  village  were  completed  in  the  Children's  Zoo  and 
the  "Zoocus",  a  miniature  circus,  was  initiated  and  has  proved 
quite  popular. 

A  new,  improved  Zoo  Guide  Book  including  colored  pictures 
was  published  by  the  Zoological  Society. 

Considerable  discussion  and  publicity  took  place 
concerning  an  admission  fee.   The  Recreation  and  Park  Commis- 
sion and  Zoological  Society  Board  of  Directors  went  on  record 
favoring  an  admission  fee.   All  the  major  news  media  again 
recommended  an  admission  fee  be  charged. 

Two  important  conferences  took  place  in  association  with 
the  zoo  and  its  staff  and  the  Zoological  Society.   One  was  the 
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Tenth  Western  Regional  Zoo 
people  primarily  from  west 
symposium  on  animal  behavi 
Institute  of  Animal  Behavi 
role  zoos  can  and  must  pla 
and  education.  In  past  ye 
Nowadays,  a  more  sophistic 
roles  must  be  carried  out 
fulfill  its  community  and 


Conference  attended  by  over  125 
ern  North  America.   The  other  was  a 
or  sponsored  by  the  San  Francisco 
or.   Both  meetings  emphasized  the 
y  in  recreation  and  also  in  science 
ars,  these  activities  were  informal. 
ated  approach  and  direction  of  these 
if  a  zoo  is  to  keep  pace  and  properly 
regional  importance  and  responsibility, 


The  Zoo  Director  was  elected  Vice-President  of  the  national 
professional  association,  the  American  Association  of  Zoological 
Parks  and  Aquariums. 

A  new  cooperative  program  was  initiated  with  the  University 
of  California  Medical  Center.   Their  staff  will  perform  complete 
autopsies  on  most  animals  that  die  at  the  zoo.   This  promises 
to  be  an  excellent  and  helpful  program. 

Funds  for  the  veterinarian,  a  zoologist,  and  at  least  one 
additional  keeDer  are  badly  needed  and  a  modest  animal  hospital 
is  a  critically  needeu  facility. 

Consideration  should  be  given  to  consolidation  of  the 
operation  of  the  zoo  under  one  agency.   This  would  simplify, 
improve  and  streamline  the  zoo's  operation  and  allow  it  to 
develop  and  assume  its  proper  role  as  is  necessary  and  appropriate 
in  the  modern  zoo  world. 


Storyland--a  colorful  part  of  our  zoo 


Pictured  here--Lulu  the  eleDhant  and  the 
two  white  rhinos  acquired  to  inhabit  the 
African  Scene  which  was  dedicated  in  April, 
1968.   Architect  was  J.  Francis  Ward  with 
Recreation  and  Park  Department  doing  the 
landscaping.   The  giraffes  on  the  cover 
graciously  adorn  this  area  as  well  as 
numerous  other  animal  specie. 


HANDICAPPED  SERVICES 
Edward  R.  Kelly,  Supervising  Director 

Great  strides  in  programs  and  accommodations  have  been 
achieved  for  the  mentally  and  physically  handicapped  in  the 
Recreation  and  Park  Department  facilities  during  this  past 
year. 

Through  the  cooperative  efforts  of  the  staff  at  Ocean 
View  Playground  and  interested  people  in  the  community,  we 
were  able  to  initiate  a  program  designed  primarily  for  mentally 
retarded  adults.   Membership  has  grown  from  sixteen  at  its 
inception  to  eighty  active  participants  to  date.   Program 
activities  have  included  folk  dancing,  athletic  activities,  a 
birthday  party  held  once  each  month  and  other  social  activities. 
The  Ocean  View  Friendship  Club  meets  weekly. 

Based  upon  findings  of  need,  a  recreation  program  for 
mentally  retarded  and  physically  handicapped  children  was  set 
up  at  South  Sunset  Recreation  Center  in  February,  1968. 
Holiday  parties,  a  trip  to  Mission  Playhouse  to  see  Pinocchio 
and  a  picnic  at  Glen  Park  proved  enjoyable  outings. 

Recreation  activities  for  handicapped  children  at  St. 
Mary's  Recreation  Center  has  continued  to  thrive.   Imaginative 
program  ideas  such  as  making  puppets  and  manipulating  them 
in  story  plays  are  giving  vent  to  their  creative  expression. 
An  Open  House  featured  many  outstanding  items  that  were  made 
in  the  craft  class.   Picnics,  trip  to  Mission  Playhouse  and 
parties  were  also  scheduled. 

Highlights  of  the  year  for  the  Vista  Key  Friendship 
Club  at  Jackson  Playground  was  the  culmination  of  two  ten-week 
sessions  of  special  classes  in  woodshop,  arts  and  crafts, 
physical  fitness,  sewing  and  cooking.   One  hundred  eighty-three 
members  were  presented  certificates  at  impressive  winter  and 
spring  graduation  exercises. 

Baseball  games  at  Candlestick  Park,  special  movies  at 
Josephine  D.  Randall  Junior  Museum,  second  anniversary  party, 
Halloween  and  Christmas  parties,  folk  dancing,  tours  through  a 
Safeway  Store  and  United  Air  Lines  maintenance  base  at  the 
San  Francisco  Airport,  and  luncheons  with  members  of  the  San 
Francisco  Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce  provided  a  diversified 
program  for  this  group. 

At  Fulton  Playground,  the  Fun  and  Friendship  Club  began 
its  second  year  of  organized  activity  for  mentally  retarded 
children  in  January,  1968.   An  Easter  Egg  hunt  in  Golden  Gate 
Park,  indoor  weiner  roast  parties  and  hikes  have  provided 
delightful  entertainment. 

The  Aid  Retarded  Children  Friendship  Club  social  program 
is  held  monthly  (September-June)  at  Sunset  Recreation  Center. 
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Through  cooperation  with  the  Parents  Group  of  Aid  Retarded 
Children,  theme  dances  and  holiday  events  have  been  planned 
with  tremendous  success. 

Handicapped  children  were  successfully  integrated  into 
the  Silver  Tree  and  Pine  Lake  Day  Camps.   Their  experience 
was  most  gratifying  for  all  who  were  involved.   Each  child 
was  screened  before  being  admitted  to  the  camps  to  insure  a 
pleasant  experience  for  everyone. 

Total  attendance  at  all  programs  during  the  year  was 
7,138  as  compared  to  3,841  for  the  previous  year. 

Materials,  supplies  and  equipment  for  use  in  these 
programs  are  of  vital  concern,  however,  with  expanding 
programs  additional  staff  assignments  are  our  biggest  need. 

Continued  cooperation  from  the  Volunteer  Bureau  in 
assisting  us  with  volunteer  help  has  been  most  invaluable. 
We  have  also  been  fortunate  to  have  the  aid  of  junior 
volunteers  and  teenagers  who  frequent  the  playgrounds. 

Numerous  hours  of  volunteer  service  have  also  been 
donated  by  the  Mental  Hygiene  Caretakers  Guild.   The 
conscientious  assistance  of  the  recreation  staff  from  the 
Recreation  and  Park  Department  who  gave  additional  time 
beyond  their  work  schedules  has  contributed  greatly  to  the 
success  of  the  Recreation  Services  for  the  Handicapped. 

We  gratefully  acknowledge  continued  cooperative 
support  from  both  public  and  private  agencies  who  serve  on 
the  Advisory  Council  to  the  Recreation  Services  for  the 
Handicapped. 
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MUSIC 


onard  Fitzpatrick,  Music  Supervisor    William  L.  Booth,  Music  Assistant 


The  Music  Division  conducted  its  regular  year-round 
program  at  more  than  forty  playgrounds  and  recreation  centers, 
and  at  the  Recreational  Arts  Building,  in  the  form  of  singing 
groups  and  rhythm  bands  for  pre-shcool  age  children,  folk 
singing  and  toy  symphony  groups  for  children  of  grammar 
school  age,  Tillmany  Orchestra,  Buckner  Orchestra,  Recreation 
Symphony  Orchestra,  Adult  Dance  Band,  and  Golden  Gate  Band. 
In  addition,  music  activities  were  provided  on  a  weekly  basis 
at  Yerba  Buena  Senior  Center,  Golden  Gate  Senior  Center, 
Hamilton  Recreation  Center  for  its  senior  citizens  groups, 
and  at  Jackson  Playground  for  the  Vista  Key  Club. 

Six  different  children's  ukulele  classes  were  offered 
at  five  locations  during  both  Fall  and  Spring  periods  with 
capacity  enrollment. 

For  the  sixth  consecutive  year,  folk  guitar  classes 
were  conducted,  with  continued  public  response.   Twenty  classes 
were  offered  during  the  Fall  and  eighteen  during  the  Spring; 
these  classes  are  offered  at  four  levels:  beginning  teen, 
advanced  teen,  beginning  adult,  and  advanced  adult. 

Special  Summer  activities  included  weekly  folk  song 
sessions  for  campers  at  both  Silver  Tree  and  Pine  Lake  Day 
Camps,  two  free  Saturday  concerts  for  children  at  Recreational 
Arts  Building,  and  three  special  folk  guitar  classes,  one  for 
advanced  teen-agers,  and  one  beginning  and  one  advanced  class 
each  for  adults;  these  last  two  were  intended  primarily  for 
school  teachers,  but  were  open  we  well  to  the  general  public. 

During  Fall,  Spring  and  early  Summer,  weekly  music 
sessions  were  again  conducted  at  Recreational  Arts  Building 
for  a  group  of  mentally  retarded  and  emotionally  disturbed 
children  from  the  Recreation  Center  for  the  Handicapped,  with 
many  children  showing  exceptional  interest  in  music.   This 
activity  was  originally  intended  as  a  one-time  event  in  the 
Fall  of  1965,  but  subsequently  was  repeated  on  a  more  and 
more  frequent  basis  until  the  present  weekly  schedule  was 
established. 

Participation  in  public  performances  included  the 
previously  mentioned  Summer  children's  concerts,  the  annual 
Carnival  at  Sigmund  Stern  Grove,  Joseph  Lee  Day  program,  the 
Annual  Christmas  Carol  Festival  at  City  Hall,  Recreation 
Symphony  Orchestra  concert,  the  Salvation  Army  sponsored 
Union  Square  Christmas  Music  Festival,  and  the  usual  large 
number  of  special  holiday  programs  at  Recreational  Arts 
Building  and  at  units  throughout  the  city. 
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Assistance  in  the  planning,  programming  and  presentation 
of  musical  activities  was  given  to  the  Photograph  Division, 
the  Drama  and  Dance  Division,  and  the  Industrial  section  of  the 
Athletics  Divisions  of  the  Recreation  and  Park  Department, 
the  San  Francisco  Boys'  Chorus,  the  Music  Teachers'  Association 
of  California,  the  San  Francisco  Musical  Club  Opera  Workshop, 
Opera  Cameos  Workshop,  the  East  Bay  Opera  League,  the  American 
Retired  Association,  the  American  Friends'  Service  Committee, 
the  Old  Timers'  Baseball  Association,  the  Golden  Gate  Story 
League,  the  Salvation  Army,  the  San  Francisco  Jazz  Action 
Movement,  the  San  Francisco  Symphony  Association's  Youth 
Concerts  series,  the  Irish  Center  of  San  Francisco,  the  San 
Francisco  Examiner,  the  Ingleside  Cultural  Arts  Association, 
The  Carriage  Trade  of  the  Department  of  Social  Service,  and 
many  others.   Also,  rehearsal  facilities  were  provided  or 
arranged  for  a  considerable  number  of  teenage  amateur  musical 
groups . 


Hundreds  of  voices  raised  in  song  by  children 
from  recreation  centers  throughout  the  City  led 
by  Leonard  Fitzpatrick  on  the  steps  of  City  Hall 


PHOTOGRAPHY  CENTER 
John  Giosso,   Director 


The  Photography  Center  had  its  finest  year  during  1967- 
1968.   It  was  the  most  successful  year  from  the  standpoint 
of  attendance,  finances,  and  activities. 

Attendance  was  105,189  as  compared  to  91,846  for  the 
previous  fiscal  year.   The  active  paid-up  membership  as  of 
June  30,  1968  was  1,966;  a  gain  of  253  over  the  previous 
year.   Revenues  collected  for  this  year  amounted  to  $17,461; 
a  marked  increase  from  the  previous  fiscal  year  of  $15,801.50. 
These  figures  indicate  the  continued  year  after  year  expansion 
growth  and  ever  increasing  popularity  of  the  Department's 
unique  Photography  Center. 

In  addition  to  the  Center  members,  there  are  several 
hundred  members  of  camera  clubs  who  meet  at  the  Photography 
Center'  namely,  the  Photochrome  Club,  The  Sunset  Camera  Club, 
The  Golden  Gate  Cinematographers  Club,  The  Calif ornians  Camera 
Club,  the  Vista  Camera  Club,  The  California  Camera  Club,  and 
the  Northern  California  Council  of  Camera  Clubs.   These  clubs 
meet  each  week  and  cooperate  with  the  Center's  staff  in  providing 
exhibits,  lectures,  demonstrations  and  other  interesting  and 
educational  photographic  programs  for  the  benefit  of  the  Center 
members  and  the  general  public.   The  all  new  8  lecture  beginner 
classes  in  photography  were  so  popular  that  the  courses  were 
given  several  times  throughout  the  year,  and  were  attended 
each  time  by  a  capacity  of  100  students  per  course. 

The  twice  weekly  orientation  class  in  enlarging  and 
printing  is  always  attended  to  capacity.   The  interest  in  the 
courses  and  the  large  attendance  at  the  Center  are  indicative 
of  the  vast  growing  interest  in  photography  as  a  recreational 
hobby  in  San  Francisco. 

The  Photography  Center  also  sponsors  and  conducts  one  of 
the  largest  photographic  events  in  California,  namely, 
"Photography  Day".   The  Photographic  Society  of  America,  and 
camera  clubs  from  all  over  Northern  California  appear  at  the 
beautiful  Sigmund  Stern  Grove,  and  present  dazzling  displays  of 
award  winning  photographs,  color  slides  and  movies,  trade  shows, 
colorful  foreign  tourist-bureau  and  camera  club  booths,  displays, 
Miss  Universe  beauty  pageant  and  star-studded  stage  shows.   All 
presentations  and  exhibits  are  planned  for  their  photogenic 
possibilities.   Photography  Day  was  attended  by  more  than  6,000 
happy  amateur  photographers  this  year. 
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I.ctured  here  are  three  important 
finctions  of  the  recreation  depart- 
riint.   Above  is  the  very  professional 
^tting  representing  the  photography 
cmter  s  laboratory.   Right  above  is 
■<.  fishing  session  at  Lake  Merced. 
Aglers  are  coached  at  an  early  age. 
'.)  the  right  is  a  scene  at  one  of  the 
itfo  day  camps  operated  by  the  depart- 
isnt  for  children  7  to  12  years,  very 
ppular  and  inexpensive  method  of 
atertaining  this  young  set  for  the 
immer  months . 


SENIOR  CITIZENS  AND  TINY  TOTS 
Elean  Thomas,  Senior  Recreation  Director 


For  senior  citizens,  this  department  operates  21  programs 
19  of  which  are  conducted  on  playgrounds  and  meet  each  week  at 
a  social  recreational  level.   Two  other  units  are  given  totally 
to  this  program  and  they  are  Golden  Gate  Park  Senior  Center 
at  37th  Avenue  and  Fulton  which  operates  seven  days  a  week  and 
the  Yerba  Buena  Senior  Center  which  is  on  a  five  day  a  week 
basis  operated  by  the  S.F.  Housing  Authority,, 

Providing  an  atmosphere  of  fun,  friendliness,  sociability 
and   companionship  apart  from  their  own  homes,  this  program 
attracted  132,062  members  of  our  senior  citizenry. 

Among  activities  which  have  made  significant  contributions 
to  the  enrichment  of  the  lives  of  our  older  citizens  have  been 
the  monthly  parties  honoring  members  whose  birthdays  have 
occurred  during  the  particular  month;  special  holiday  celebra- 
tions; dinners  and  luncheons  which  gave  them  an  opportunity 
to  eat  together;  movies;  outside  speakers  on  current  topics  re- 
lated to  their  interests  and  needs;  anniversary  celebrations; 
and  a  Recognition  Day  for  individuals  who  have  performed  out- 
standing services. 

So  extensive  is  the  variety  of  hobbies  among  the  Senior 
Citizens  that  a  hobby  show  is  planned  whereby  these  hobbies 
may  be  displayed.   This  year's  Fifteenth  Annual  Hobby  Show 
was  agin  sponsored  in  cooperation  with  The  Emporium,  San 
Francisco  Public  Library,  San  Francisco  Labor  Council  and 
Adult  Division  of  the  San  Francisco  Unified  School  District. 
The  Emporium  provided  the  physical  set-up  which  also  included 
a  window  display.   A  total  of  832  items  were  displayed  by 
305  exhibitors.   Attendance  reached  5,241. 

The  Tiny  Tot  Program  as  conducted  by  this  department 
is  a  one  day  a  week  activity  conducted  during  the  regular 
school  year  at  44  playgrounds  and  recreation  centers  for 
children  three  to  five  years.   It  is  a  play  experience  giving 
them  opportunities  to  make  social  contacts  in  carefully 
supervised  groups;  to  share,  to  cooperate,  to  develop 
initiative  and  leadership,  and  to  lay  a  foundation  for 
democratic  living. 

Through  the  activities  planned  by  the  directors  and 
parents,  the  children  have  access  to  a  variety  of  materials 
for  experimenting  and  learning.   Habits  and  attitudes  are 
developed  which  help  them  in  their  adjustment  to  later  life 
in  school  and  in  the  outside  world.   Holiday  parties,  trips 
and  tours  are  included  in  the  years  program. 
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In  cooperation  with  the  California  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Blindness,  a  vision  screening  project  is  run 
on  a  continuing  basis  in  the  Tiny  Tot  classes  giving  all 
children  a  free  examination  to  detect  early  conditions  of 
amblyopia  exanopsia  or  "lazy  eye  blindness  '.   The  project 
is  carried  out  by  volunteers  with  the  help  of  a  registered 
nursp 

During  the  past  year  83,155  were  enrolled  in  108 
classes  in  our  Tiny  Tot  Program. 


Graduation  day  for  the  tiny  tots--a  happy  occasion. 


SPECIAL  ACTIVITIES 
Peter  D.  Ashe,  Supervising  Director 

Filling  a  vital  role  in  Summer  recreation  for  youngsters 
is  the  department's  day  camp  program  operating  at  Silver  Tree 
and  Pine  Lake.   Almost  3,000  boys  and  girls  aged  7  to  12  in- 
clusive were  afforded  an  invigorating,  imaginative  and  broad 
experience  in  outdoor  play  and  Nature  study. 

Countless  letters  of  appreciation  from  grateful  parents 
attest  that  these  camps  reflect  an  ambitious  undertaking  on  the 
part  of  this  division  as  well  as  point  up  a  need  for  expanding 
these  facilities. 

Silver  Tree  Camp  additionally  served  the  following 
special  groups:   School-yard  recreation  units  of  the  S.  F. 
Unified  School  District;  Youth  Guidance  Center;  Laguna  Page 
Neighborhood  Center  and  Handicapped  Services.   All  groups 
were  totally  integrated  into  camp  life  and  many  for  the  first 
time  in  their  lives.   Silver  Tree  can  handle  a  capacity  of 
180  children  per  week. 

Pine  Lake  Camp  is  limited  to  70  children  per  week  and 
because  of  this  relatively  small  quota,  many  disappointed 
children  are  turned  away. 

Facility  reservation  service  has  continued  to  accommo- 
date many  innovative  uses  of  department  areas.   Such  things 
as  street  fairs  staged  by  various  community  organizations  and 
many  free  "rock"  concerts  provided  public  spirited  participation 
and  greater  use  of  parks  and  playgrounds.   Many  functions  were 
a  joint  effort  in  cooperation  with  the  S.  F.  Art  Commission. 

To  maintain  control  of  their  usage,  a  nominal  fee  is 
levied  for  use  of  the  Stern  Grove  and  Wawona  clubhouses, 
$10  and  $5,  respectively  and  for  Lake  Merced  Sports  Center, 
$7.50.   In  each  case,  however,  a  special  rate  of  $2.50  is 
allowed  youth  groups  with  adequate  adult  supervision. 

Handling  requests  for  reservations  of  developed  picnic 
and  barbecue  areas,  coordinating  volunteer  agency  work  and 
working  with  dog  training  clubs,  model  airplane  and  model 
yacht  fanciers,  fly  casters  and  equitation  events  are  but  a 
few  of  the  responsibilities  of  this  division. 

The  annual  Midsummer  Stern  Grove  Festival  is  produced 
in  cooperation  with  the  Sigmund  Stern  Grove  Festival  Associa- 
tion and  this  department.   Musical  programs  are  presented  each 
Sunday  throughout  the  Summer  and  these  concerts  presented 
embrace  a  wide  spectrum  of  choice  and  taste.   Grand  opera, 
musical  comedy,  orchestral  concerts  as  well  as  downright  jazz 
make  up  the  varied  season  with  attendance  ranging  from  6,500 
to  17,500  persons. 


-20- 


Among  more  colorful  events  staged  by  the 
Recreation  Department  was  the  BIKE-O-RAMA. 
The  Henne  Koolhaven  family  with  their  5 
seater  plus  rumble  seat  added  merriment 
as  did  Harry  Rethers  and  his  penny- farthing 
Proudly  looking  on  in  the  background  is 
Ed  Kelly,  director  of  this  project  and 
the  Golden  Gate  Park  Band  conductor, 
Ralph  Murray,  who  directs  free  outdoor 
concerts  each  Sunday  and  holidays  in  this 
Music  Concourse. 


Renewed  interest  in  the  hula  hoop  led  to  a 
nation-wide  contest  and  Funs ton  playground 
was  the  scene  of  our  regional  championships 
with  able  assists  from  Inky  and  Snoopy. 


The  Stern  Grove  Festival  celebrated  its  30th 
season  this  year  and  provided  entertainment  for 
thousands  who  come  to  the  grove  year  in  and  year 
out  to  enjoy  the  memorable  concerts  presented 
here. 


In  keeping  with  efforts  to 
provide  recreational  interests 
for  everyone,  pictured  below 
is  a  scene  during  the  model 
airplane  exhibit  and  race. 
Motor  powered,  these  scale 
models  proved  to  be  a  fascin- 
ating demonstration  for 
hundreds  who  went  to  Crocker 
Amazon  playground  to  witness 
this  unique  event. 
Cooperation  with  model  plane 
clubs  was  engineered  by  the 
special  activities  division. 


Redwood  trees  for  landscaping  San 
Francisco's  restored  Palace  of 
Fine  Arts  were  planted  during 
annual  California  Conservation 
/Jeek,  March  7-14  --  53  years  late. 
Carrying  out  the  original  plans 
of  architect  Bernard  Maybeck 
for  the  1915  Pan-Pacific  Exposition 
are,  left  to  right,  Philip  T. 
Farnsworth,  executive  vice  presi- 
dent of  California  Redwood  Associ- 
ation and  donor  of  the  110  trees; 
George  P.  Thomas,  vice  president 
of  the  San  Francisco  Recreation 
and  Park  Commission;  and  philan- 
thropist Walter  S.  Johnson, 
whose  $2  million  gift  aided  the 
Palace  restoration  project. 


COMPARISON  OF  EXPENDITURES  FOR  ALL  APPROPRIATIONS 
OTHER  THAN  THOSE  FOR  PERSONAL  SERVICES,  WITH  ORIGINAL 
BUDGET  APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  1967-1968 


General  Division 

Contractual  Services 
\llowance  for  Use  of 
Employees'  Cars 
4tce.  &  Repair  -  Bldgs. 
ftce.  &  Repair  -  Structures 
Reconstruction  &  Replacement 
Materials  &  Supplies 
Materials  &  Supplies-Resale 
Foodstuffs  (Subsistence) 
Equipment 
Fixed  Charges 

Total  General  Division 


Original 

Budget 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

Difference 

$    170,999 

$ 

177,494 

$ 

6,495 

10,880 

10,880 

-0- 

217,200 

207,255 

9,945 

133,680 

79,432 

54,248 

:    157,200 

79,697 

77,503 

360,220 

356,120 

4,100 

900 

900 

-0- 

33,500 

30,234 

3,266 

104,495 

113,360 

8,865 

21,428 

15,012 

6,416 

$  1,210,502 

$1 

,070,384 

$ 

140,118 

Camp  Mather 

Contractual  Services 

Materials  *x   Supplies 

Foodstuffs  (Subsistence) 

Equipment 

Taxes  -  Real  Estate 

Total  Camp  Mather 


Original 
Budget 
Appropriation   Expenditures   Difference 


$ 

16,489 

$ 

16,534 

$ 

45 

7,825 

6,683 

1,142 

39,000 

38,484 

516 

2,200 

1,510 

690 

2,321 

2,402 

81 

67,835 


65,613    $   2,222 


Yacht  Harbor 

Contractual  Services 
Allowance  for  use  of 

Employees'  Cars 
Mtce.  &  Repair  -  Structures 
Materials  &  Supplies 
Fixed  Charges  -  Insurance 

Total  Yacht  Harbor 


Original 
Budget 
Appropriation   Expenditures   Difference 


$ 


600 

100 

21,000 

1,250 

62,853 


85,803 


$ 


577 

70 

11,258 

1,117 

56,700 


$ 


23 

30 

9,742 

133 

6,153 


69,722    $   16,081 
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DIVISION   OF   BUSINESS   AND  ADMINISTRATION 
COMPARISON   OF    REVENUES    ESTIMATED   IN   1967-1968    BUDGET 
WITH   REVENUES    COLLECTED 


Budget 
Estimate 


Receipts 
Collected 


Difference 


: Memorial  Tower 
Ing  Park  Golf  Course 
j In  Park  Golf  Course 
I  Park  Golf  Course 
in  Gate  Golf  Course 
aen  Park  Golf  Course 
j a  Stadium  Rent 
in  Gate  Park  Stadium  Rent 
a  Pavilion  Rent 
a  Stadium  Rent 
Lhhacker  Bathhouse 
Lren's  Quarters  -  Rides 
jn  Gate  Park  Tennis  Courts 
t    Park  Municipal  Rifle  Range 
ning  Facilities 
[ary's  Square  Garage  Rental 
a  Square  Garage  Rental 
EMerced  Fishing  Permits 
I  . Park  Riding  Concession 
sic  Park  Concessions 
a  Lake  Concessions 
:;llaneous  Concessions 
EMerced  Center  Rentals 
EMerced  Concessions 
bgraphy  Center 
^afe  and  Concessions 
llren's  Quarters  -  Food  Sales 
:.ng  Park  Cafe 
:)ln  Park  Cafe 
::en  Park  Cafe 
I)  Park  Cafe 

t   Concessions  -  Food  Sales 
;iese  Tea  Gardens  Concession 
rrancis  Yacht  Club  Rental 
lew  Park  Dock  Fees 
.  Rentals,  Beach  Chalet,  etc. 
I.  Sales  Property  Damage 
Br  Day  Camps  &  Misc. 
/land  Concession  -  S.  F. 
-oo  Society 

TOTAL  -  RECREATION  AND  PARK 

Mather 

lestick   Park   Transfer 
na  Yacht   Harbor  Mooring 
Fees   6c  Concession 

L-RECREATION  AND    PARK   REVENUE 


$   35 

000 

255 

000 

100 

,000 

150 

000 

73 

000 

40 

000 

2 

500 

200 

12 

000 

135 

000 

7 

300 

17 

000 

9 

500 

3 

200 

60 

000 

22 

000 

250 

000 

8 

000 

1 

000 

24 

000 

24 

000 

18 

500 

1 

500 

10 

000 

12 

000 

36 

000 

47 

000 

11 

000 

3 

000 

1 

000 

7 

500 

76 

000 

27 

000 

7 

800 

600 

3 

000 

5 

500 

10 

000 

8 

000 

$1,514, 

100 

130 

000 

65 

000 

158, 

075 

$1,867, 

175 

$   41 

,678 

280 

,879 

119 

,376 

149 

,853 

65 

,555 

37 

,890 

2 

,429 

130 

8 

,708 

148 

,741 

6 

,837 

19 

,226 

9 

,450 

5 

,763 

66 

,212 

23 

,988 

481 

,419 

8 

020 

2 

610 

21 

,245 

28 

071 

31 

418 

1 

945 

12 

712 

17 

461 

38 

308 

65 

235 

14 

349 

2 

835 

1 

086 

8 

493 

72 

737 

39 

840 

7 

800 

600 

3 

510 

24 

723 

16 

138 

6 

486 

$1,893 

756 

201 

330 

44 

170 

194 

492 

$2,333, 

748 

$  6 
25 
19 

7 
2 


3 
13 


2 

6 

1 

231 

1 

2 

4 

12 

2 
5 
2 
18 
3 


3 
12 


,678 

,879 

,376 

147 

,445 

,110 

71 

70 

,292 

,741 

463 

,226 

50 

,563 

,212 


,419 
20 
,610 
,755 
,071 
,918 

445 
,712 
,461 
,308 
,235 
,349 

165 
86 

993 
,263 
,840 


510 

19,223 

6,138 

1,514 

$379,656 

71,330 
-20,830 

36,417 

$466,573 


ATTENDANCE  FOR  FISCAL  YEAR  1967-1968 
Playgrounds 


Jit 


Attendance 


Unit 


Attendance 


^ta  Plaza 

33. 

097 

3tos 

42 

232 

\gonne 

37 

285 

jlboa 

108. 

151 

Syview 

16. 

562 

irnal  Heights 

41' 

667 

Jg  Rec 

139, 

973 

jbrillo 

54' 

147 

]sey,  Mary  Margaret 

11. 

944 

]yuga 

28 

251 

Palmers,  Alice 

48 

570 

linese  Recreation  Center 

115. 

232 

]inese  Playground 

66' 

656 

]w  Hollow 

34 

806 

]ocker-Amazon 

124 

046 

Duglass 

41 

128 

)boce 

20 

881 

:reka  Valley 

130 

065 

Ecelsior 

53 

495 

?lsom 

39 

647 

?lton 

29 

797 

r'nston 

263 

636 

jrfield 

80 

405 

jlman 

15 

844 

]en  Park 

111 

901 

jlden  Gate  Tennis  Courts 

121 

369 

Rattan 

34 

264 

^milton  Recreation  Center 

172 

494 

■lyes  Valley 

39 

550 

jyward  Boys 

42 

474 

-lyward  Girls 

61 

843 

-irz,  Francis  J. 

47 

,980 

Jckson 

44 

,662 

Jnipero  Serra 

40 

,766 

<hn,  Julius 

75 

,284 

-fayette  Park 

81 

,981 

-rsen  Park 

40 

,361 

Laurel  Hill 

32, 

423 

Lee,  Joseph 

80, 

910 

Levi  Strauss 

14; 

788 

McCoppin  Square 

30' 

773 

Merced  Heights 

39 

072 

Midtown  Terrace 

39 

594 

Miraloma 

41 

188 

Mission  Dolores 

66 

042 

Mission  Playground 

61 

646 

Mountain  Lake 

43 

480 

Murphy,  J.  P. 

39 

691 

Noe  Valley 

17 

675 

North  Beach 

270 

719 

Ocean  View 

118 

929 

Panhandle 

49 

661 

Parkside  Square 

31 

666 

Peixotto,  Sidney 

15 

239 

Portola 

110 

971 

Potrero  Hill 

84 

839 

Presidio  Heights 

22 

835 

Richmond 

38 

283 

Rochambeau 

49 

632 

Rolph,  James 

115 

505 

Rossi,  Angelo  J. 

52 

761 

St.  Mary's 

158 

086 

Silver  Terrace 

55 

791 

South  Sunset 

89 

597 

Stern  Grove 

62 

019 

Sunset 

119 

321 

Sutter,  Louis 

46 

306 

Upper  Noe 

115 

,546 

Visitacion  Valley 

44 

,929 

Wawona  Annex 

6 

,029 

West  Portal 

25 

,939 

West  Sunset 

66 

,276 

Wills,  Helen 

77 

,160 

1TAL 4,827,765 
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HOUSING  CENTERS 


Unit 

Hunters  Point  Gymnasium 

Hunters  Point  Recreation  Center  (Milton  Meyer) 

Yerba  Buena  Senior  Center 


TOTAL 


Attendance 

85,408 
53,110 
28,873 


167,391 


AQUATICS 


Aquatic  Park 

Balboa  Pool 

Coffman  Pool 

Fleishhacker  Pool 

Garfield  Pool 

Hamilton  Pool 

Lake  Merced  Sports  Center 

Larsen  Pool 

Mission  Pool 

North  Beach  Pool 

Phelan  Beach 

Rossi  Pool 

TOTAL 


1,594 
165 
101 

85 
153 

86 
214 
223 

41 
159 
367 
153 


,763 
,595 
,749 
,885 
,906 
,758 
,848 
,028 
,790 
,838 
,094 
,620 


3,348,874 


MISCELLANEOUS  FACILITIES  AND  ACTIVITIES 

Camp  Mather  27,568 

Drama  Center  16,408 

Golden  Gate  Park  Senior  Center  49,869 

Music  Center  14,707 

Photography  Center  99,135 

Josephine  D.  Randall  Junior  Museum  110,580 

Rifle  Range  14,978 

Stern  Grove  Concert  115,972 

Pine  Lake  Day  Camp  5,972 

Silver  Tree  Day  Camp  12,113 

Senior  Citizens  Hobby  Show  5,241 

Carnival  Day  5,550 

May  Day  Celebration  1,800 

Photography  Day  6.000 

458,325 
RECAPITULATION 

Playgrounds  4,827,765 

Housing  Centers  167,391 

Aquatics  3,348,874 

Miscellaneous  Facilities  &  Activities  5,458,325 

(Includes  Golden  Gate  Park  and  the  Zoo) 
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ENGINEERING  DIVISION 
Progress  Report  on  John  McLaren  Park 


Continued  development  of  John  McLaren  Park  has 
been  under  way  since  1958.   This  park  currently 
contains  a  swimming  pool,  golf  course  and  club  house, 
the  Louis  Sutter  playground  and  maintenance  yard  and 
Francis  Herz  playground. 

Projects  that  have  been  awarded  and  are  now 
under  construction  include:   realignment  of  the  park 
road,  grading  and  paving,  concrete  wall  construction, 
drainage  work  and  related  work  to  realign  a  portion 
of  Shelley  Drive  in  the  vicinity  of  Peru  Avenue  and 
Burrows  Street.   Installation  of  a  water  distribution 
system  is  expected  to  get  under  way  shortly  and 
storage  lake  slide  corrections  and  pipe  repair  are 
now  in  progress. 

Projects  in  the  design  state  include  Mansell- 
University  Recreation  Area  which  has  been  assigned  to 
J.  Francis  Ward,  A. I. A.  for  an  estimated  cost  of 
$200,000.   This  will  include  a  day  camp,  picnic 
areas,  tennis  courts,  clubhouse,  irrigation  and 
other  recreational  facilities. 

The  Burrows -Harvard  Recreation  Area  is  also  in 
the  design  developing  stage  with  projected  thoughts 
along  lines  similar  to  Mansell-University  area.   This 
also  has  a  budget  estimate  of  $200,000. 

The  John  McNabe  Lake  development  is  also  on  the 
drawing  boards.   It  adjoins  the  Louis  Sutter  playground. 
Plans  and  specifications  are  nearing  completion. 

Among  projects  to  be  assigned  are  an  amphitheatre, 
pedestrian  bridges,  and  an  archery  range.   All  of  the 
foregoing  are  being  financed  by  State  and  Federal  grants 

Gas  tax  projects  under  construction  are  at  Mansell 
Street  and  University  Avenue  which  include  installation 
of  an  automatic  irrigation  system  and  planting  of  trees, 
shrubs  and  ground  cover.   Sunnydale  Avenue  extension 
and  pavement  reconstruction  will  also  include  removal 
of  existing  pavement,  grading,  and  related  work  within 
the  park. 
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JOSEPH  M.CAVERLY 

General  Mananer 


Honorable  Joseph  L.  Alioto,  Mayor 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco 
City  Hall 
San  Francisco,  California 

Bear  Mayor  Alioto: 

It  is  hope*  that  the  1968-1969  Report  of  the 
Recreation  and  Park  department  will  be  of  interest  to 
you. 

The  members  of  the  Recreation  and  Park  Commission 
are  very  optimistic  about  the  future  under  the  leadership 
of  the  new,  extremely  capable  General  Manager,  Joseph  M. 
Caverly,  who  Is  bringing  new  ideas  and  imaginative  thought 
to  the  department.  Let  me  discuss  the  following  specifics: 
(l)  Recreation  and  Park  Bond  Issue;  (2)  Park  Police  Proposal, 
and  (3)  Comprehensive  Departmental  Study. 

A  $9,998,000  Bond  Issue  for  additions  to  and 
Improvement  of  the  Recreation  and  Park  System  of  the  City 
and  County  of  San  Francisco  will  be  submitted  to  the 
voters  on  the  November  4,  1969  ballot.  It  is  imperative 
that  Proposition  "A"  receive  the  required  two-thirds 
majority  vote.  The  improvements  included  in  the  proposal 
are  vital  and  necessary;  each  project  is  of  extreme 
importance  and  of  high  priority.  Previous  to  the  Commission's 
action  recommending  submission  of  the  bond  issue,  public 
hearings  were  held,  neighborhood  groups  were  consulted,  and 
on-the-spot  tours  were  made.  Widespread  community  support 
has  stemmed  from  the  Involvement  of  various  neighborhood 
groups  in  the  formulation  of  this  bond  proposal. 

Mr.  Caver ly  has  proposed  a  plan  for  a  Park  Police 
Force  to  patrol  all  Recreation  and  Park  facilities,  which 
has  received  widespread  approval  from  the  general  public 
and  the  press.  In  recent  years  there  has  been  a  sharp 
increase  in  crime,  vandalism,  molesting  and  disturbances 
in  recreation  and  park  areas.  This  Commission  feels  that 
the  creation  of  a  Park  Police  Force  is  absolutely  necessary. 
Funds  to  implement  the  program  have  already  been  requested. 
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Honorable  Joseph  L.  Allot©,  Mayor  -  #2         Sept.  8,  1969 


Overextension  has  been  a  serious  problem  during 
the  past  twenty  years.  Numerous  facilities  have  been 
acquired,  new  recreation  activities  have  been  Initiated, 
and  others  expanded,  without  the  corresponding  addition  of 
personnel.  Equipment  necessary  for  maintenance  of  our 
operation  has  not  been  adequately  repaired.  The  members 
of  the  staff  who  have  worked  so  diligently  and  who  have 
been  restricted  by  lack  of  adequate  personnel  and  budgetary 
funds  are  to  be  commended  for  their  outstanding  services. 

In  order  to  meet  the  crisis  of  overextension 
and  to  make  the  department's  operations  both  more  efficient 
and  more  responsive,  a  comprehensive  management  survey 
of  the  entire  department  Is  badly  needed.   Such  a  step 
has  been  recommended.   The  study  will  be  oriented  towards 
Implementation  and,  I  am  certain,  will  result  In  a  complete 
re -organization,  new  methods  of  operation,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  up-to-date  maintenance  procedures.  Working  closely 
with  civic  and  business  groups,  as  well  as  other  City 
departments,  the  study  will  provide  a  badly  needed  formula- 
Ion  of  Recreation  and  Park's  goals  and  policies. 

The  future  looks  bright,  and  many  constructive 
and  worthwhile  changes  are  anticipated,  which  we  believe  will 
result  In  the  presentation  and  operation  of  a  truly  great 
recreation  and  park  program  adapted  to  the  specific  needs 
of  every  neighborhood  In  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco, 

Sincerely, 

Walter  H.  Shorensteln 
President 


-3- 


JOSEPH  M.  CAVERLY,  general  manager  of  the  Recre- 
ation and  Park  Department,  came  to  San  Francisco 
in  April  of  this  year  from  a  similar  position  in 
Rochester,  New  York.   A  native  of  New  York,  he 
studied  at  Ithaca  College,  University  of  Southern 
California  and  received  his  master's  degree  from 
New  York  University,  completing  work  on  a  doctor- 
ate in  education  in  1956* 


— U. 


NOTE: 


Mr.  Edward  A.  McDevitt,  Superintendent  of  Recreation,  served  as 
Acting  General  Manager  of  the  Recreation  and  Park 
Department  from  June  17,  1968,  through  *pril  15,  1969. 

Mr.  Joseph  M.  Caverly  took  over  as  General  Manager  on  April  16,  1969 . 
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ATHLETICS,  WOMENS  AND  GIRLS 
June  Harman,  Supervisor 
rothy  Dukes,  Supervising  Director   Lillian  Yuen,  Senior  Director 


Enlisting  cooperation  of  the  St.  Francis  Yacht  Club 
through  Commodore  William  Stewart,  III,  this  department  was 
able  to  launch  a  "Come  Sail  With  Me"  schedule  as  part  of  the 
special  Summer  Program, 

Correspondence  from  the  Yacht  Club  resulted  in  24-  of 
their  members  responding  favorably  and  through  them  dozens 
of  youngsters  ranging  from  age  8-16,  who  might  never  have 
had  the  opportunity,  sailed  aboard  a  luxurious  yacht.   In 
most  cases,  lunch  was  provided  by  the  skipper  which  was  an 
added  thrill  for  the  guests  in  the  day's  outing. 

Playgrounds  were  selected  in  all  areas  of  the  City  where 
it  was  felt  a  need  existed.   Playgrounds  participating  in  this 
program  were  St.  Mary's,  Merced  Heights,  Joseph  Lee,  Hunters 
Point,  Garfield,  Potrero  Hill,  Hamilton,  North  Beach,  Douglass, 
Hayward,  Ocean  View,  Chinese  Center  and  Hayes  Valley.   Skippers 
participating  indicated  a  willingness  to  continue  this  excep- 
tional program. 

Pilling  the  recreational  and  leisure  time  needs  of  the 
female  contingent  of  our  citizenry  is  a  spirited  vocation 
in  which  members  of  this  division  indulge.   Ranking  high  among 
their  most  successful  achievements  is  the  enthusiastic  and 
increasing  response  to  the  game  of  tennis. 

In  conjunction  with  the  Northern  California  Youth  Tennis 
Foundation,  through  the  11  years  of  its  existence,  thousands 
of  boys  and  girls  have  been  introduced  to  this  popular  sport 
by  means  of  a  clinic.   These  clinics  were  held  for  2  week 
periods  at  26  playgrounds  throughout  the  City. 

A  Junior  Tennis  Extravaganza  was  held  in  August  at  Golden 
Gate  Park  Courts  for  participants  of  the  Summer  Program  of 
clinics  who  demonstrated  the  skills  mastered.   A  short  tourna- 
ment was  held  with  "Mr.  Tennis"  himself,  James  B.  Moffet 
presenting  awards.   Mr.  Moffet  is  a  co-founder  of  the  Youth 
Tennis  Foundation  and  Honorary  Member  of  the  United  States 
Lawn  Tennis  Association  who  has  helped  many  tennis  champs 
climb  the  ladder  of  success. 
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As  part  of  a  Tennis  For  Everyone  international  program, 
the  Recreation  and  Park  Department  Professional  Tennis  Asso- 
ciation and  Youth  Tennis  Foundation  held  a  Free  Tennis  Clinic 
at  Hunters  Point  in  July,  featuring  1968  Wimbledon  Champions, 
Mrs.  Billie  Jean  King,  Rosemary  Casals  and  Rod  Laverc 

On  July  23,  at  7:00  P.M.,  two  bus-loads  of  children 
from  Hunters  Point  were  treated  to  a  free  trip  to  the  Oak- 
land Coliseum  for  the  professional  tennis  matches.   The 
outdoor  exhibition  and  indoor  tennis  clinic,  including  free 
refreshments,  proved  to  be  a  big  success. 

Tennis  Clinic  Participants  200 

Spectators  175 
Bus  Trip  -  Professional  Tennis 

Matches,  Oakland  Coliseum  85 

The  proposed  master  plan  calls  for  re-surfacing  of 
courts  every  5-7  years.   This  gives  the  tennis-playing 
public  an  opportunity  to  police  the  neighborhood  courts 
and  assist  in  discouraging  vandalism  and  improper  use  of 
them. 
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Wore  than  ever  before 
emphasis  today  is  now 
directed  toward 
exercise  as  a  means 
of  weight  control. 
While  men  have  taken 
to  jogging,  women  are 
joining  the  depart- 
ment's "Slim  and  Trim" 
programs  which  are 
carried  on  in  many 
recreation  centers. 
Twice-weekly  classes 
are  conducted  in  the 
Spring  and  Fall  and 
are  becoming  increas- 
ingly well-attended. 
Age  doesn't  matter; 
it  appeals  to  young 
and  old. 
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ATHLETICS,  MEN  AND  BOYS 

Charles  Faulkner,  Supervisor   Fred  Reid,  Supervising  Director 
Kenneth  Lowe,  Sr.  Director     Joseph  Gaggero,  Jr.,  Recreation 

Director 


While  much  has  been  said  as  of  late  concerning  a 
supposed  decrease  in  popularity  of  athletics  as  a  leisure 
time  pursuit,  the  tremendous  demands  placed  on  this  division 
by  the  youth  and  adults  of  this  community  during  the  past 
year,  for  coordinating,  scheduling,  conducting  and  ultimately 
supervising  various  athletic  programs,  would  indicate  such  a 
contention  to  be  unfounded. 

The  Recreation  Directors  of  this  department  along  with 
this  division  combined  their  talents  and  resources  in  the 
planning,  promotion  and  conduct  of  local  playground  and  city- 
wide  programs  and  special  activities  aimed  primarily  at  the 
youth  of  this  city.   With  a  number  of  other  youth  serving 
agencies  participating,  inter-city  leagues  were  held  for 
baseball,  softball,  basketball,  soccer,  touch-tackle  and 
football.   Special  events  and  tournaments  such  as  track  and 
field,  dodgeball,  kickball  and  pentathlons  also  proved  popular, 
Well  over  4000  boys  between  the  ages  of  9  and  18  years  played 
in  leagues  featured  by  this  division,  including  a  year-round 
program  of  semi-pro  baseball. 

Of  special  interest  has  been  a  continuous  growth  in 
interest  in  the  adult  softball  and  slow  pitch  softball  leagues 
conducted  by  this  department.   The  latter  type  of  softball 
activity  has  presented  this  division  with  the  pleasant  task 
of  attempting  to  accommodate  the  many  agencies  and  business 
concerns  conducting  leagues  for  youngsters,  males  and,  sur- 
prisingly, female  employees. 

Throughout  the  year  this  division  has  scheduled  and  super- 
vised the  use  of  the  many  athletic  fields,  courts  and  gym- 
nasiums by  organizations  interested  in  the  major  sports  as 
well  as  lacrosse,  soccer,  polo,  and  rugby.   The  Board  of 
Education,  Catholic  Youth  Organization,  the  Police  Athletic 
League,  Council  of  Churches,  Advertising  Firms,  Cub  Scouts, 
the  San  Francisco  Soccer  Association  and  the  Gaelic  Football 
League  are  but  a  sampling. 

The  Municipal  Rifle  Range  at  Sharp  Park  continued  to 
prove  popular  during  its  weekend  operation.   Competitive 
rifle  and  pistol  matches  and  special  events  by  sportsman's 
clubs  such  as  the  Junior  Rifle  League,  were  serviced.   Opera- 
tions continued  at  the  Archery  Range  at  Sharp  Park  as  well 
as  the  practice  range  in  Golden  Gate  Park. 
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RECREATION  AREA  SUPERVISION 

AREA  SUPERVISORS:   Harold  Plinn     William  McNulty 

Edward  Kelly     Robert  Schumacher 

• 

Last  September,  as  a  result  of  the  combined  evaluations 
and  suggestions  from  all  recreation  personnel,  the  boundaries 
of  the  4  Divisions  or  Areas  supervised  by  the  Recreation 
Area  Supervisors,  were  revised. 

Dropped  from  the  Recreation  Area  Supervision  were  the 
Big  Rec  Baseball  facility  and  the  Golden  Gate  Tennis  Courts 
in  favor  of  supervision  by  the  Athletic  Division. 

The  Golden  Gate  Senior  Center  joined  the  Yerba  Buena 
Senior  Center  in  being  supervised  by  the  Supervising  Director 
in  charge  of  Tiny  Tots  and  Senior  Citizens. 

Following  the  same  line  of  thought,  the  Stern  Grove 
complex,  including  the  Wawona  Clubhouse  and  Pine  Lake,  be- 
came the  responsibility  as  to  Recreation  Personnel  of  the 
Supervising  Director,  Special  Activities  Section. 

The  remaining  69  units  were  placed  geographically  inside 
4  boundaries,  or  divisions,  in  an  effort  to  as  much  as  pos- 
sible include  all  ethnic  groups  within  each  boundary.   Also 
considered  in  the  revision  was  a  better  or  more  equitable 
plan  for  the  greater  ease  in  the  supervision  of  personnel 
and  program.   A  "Satellite  Plan,"  was  presented  and  could 
be  the  answer,  if  after  a  trial  period  the  present  plan  is 
found  to  be  wanting. 

In  that  plan,  the  large  units  were  grouped  somewhat 
equally  within  the  Divisions,  with  the  Senior  Recreation 
Directors  supervising  the  smaller  units  surrounding  those 
larger  units. 

Certain  public  and  private  agencies,  or  groups  have 
always  had  a  continuing  interest  in  our  recreation  programs, 
but  recently  there  has  been  a  greater  interest  by  individuals 
neighboring  the  various  units,  for  a  more  sophisticated 
or  formal  type  of  recreation  programing  from  Tiny  Tots  through 
Senior  Citizens.   This  trend,  with  our  efforts  to  satisfy 
the  requests,  must  necessarily  limit  the  supervision  of  the 
"Free  Play"  type  of  recreation. 
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Again  the  very  successful  summer  programs  financed 
through  Supplemental  Budget  Requests,  included  the  Friday- 
night  Summer  Teen-Age  Series  and  the  American  Federation 
of  Musicians,  Local  #6,  A.F.L.-C.I.O. ,  played  a  very  sig- 
nificant role  in  their  success,  through  the  financial  assist- 
ance from  their  Trust  Fund  and  in  the  selection  of  choice 
dance  combos. 

The  management  of  the  Giant's  Baseball  Team,  through 
our  personnel  gave  every  youngster  in  San  Francisco  the 
opportunity  to  attend  at  least  one  home  game  free  of  admis- 
sion charge. 

Yachtsmen  in  and  around  the  Bay  region  entertained 
youngsters  from  our  various  units  by  enthusiastically  taking 
part  in  the  "Gome  Sail  With  tie"  program. 

Portions  of  the  "Special  Fund,"  were  also  used  for  20 
out  of  town  "Free  Bus"  trips  for  youngsters  from  units  in 
the  poverty  areas.   Car  tickets  were  purchased  to  transport 
youngsters  free  of  charge  to  many  functions  in  the  City. 
The  "Fund"  also  financed  the  Community  Removal  of  Unsightly 
Debris  (C.R.U.D.)  Day,  Bike-O-Rama  and  the  Huckleberry  Finn 
Days,  the  latter  at  Lake  Merced. 
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NEW  BICYCLE  TRAILS  ARE  DEDIC 


GOLDEN  GATE  PARK  June  19,  1969... this  date  marked  the 
dedication  and  long  awaited  opening  of  bicycle  trails  which 
wind  through  Golden  Gate  Park.   Evidence  that  our  Recreation 
and  Park  Commissioners  do  actively  participate  in  Department 
activities  is  depicted  here  as  perky  Mrs.  J  Eugene  McAteer 
bursts  out  to  lead  the  way  for  about  a  thousand  cyclists. 
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Flanked  by  Fay or  Joseph  I.  Alioto  and  all  the  anxious 
■youngsters,  Mrs.  iicAceer  was  Joined  by  fellow  Commissioner 
'George  Choppelas.   Beginning  across  from  McLaren  Lodge,  they 
rode  down  to  the  Folo  Fields  where  refreshments  were  served 
to  the  delight  of  thirsty  kids.   Seven  and  one-half  miles  of 
(trails  leading  out  36th  A.verue  (Sunset  Boulevard)  to  Lake 
Merced  complete  the  first  phase  of  this  State  funded  develop- 
ment that  ultimately  will  continue  through  a  small  section 
of  the  Presidio  and  cross  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge  into  Sausa- 
lito.   It  is  ironic  that  one  of  the  most  ardent  promoters 
of  these  trails  was  a  former  Chronicle  reporter,  George 
Draper.   i\Tow  that  they  are  ready  for  him  to  ride,  he  lives 
in  Europe. 
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ARTS  AND  CRAFTS 
Ron  Juvland,  Supervising  Director 


The  city-wide  Arts  and  Crafts  program,  though  limited 
financially,  has  increased  its  services  and  the  quality  of 
activities  this  year.   Thanks  for  this  increase  must  go  to 
our  staff  at  centers  throughout  the  city,  to  the  many  volun- 
teers and  the  cooperation  of  the  San  Francisco  Unified  School 
District,  Adult  Education  Division. 

Donations  of  craft  materials  have  been  received  from 
local  firms  and  have  been  valuable  in  our  activities. 

Classes  and  workshops  in  ceramics,  painting,  sewing, 
weaving  and  various  art  media  have  been  and  are  now  being 
held  at  various  centers,  Senior  Centers,  throughout  the  city 
as  well  as  the  Sharon  Building  in  Golden  Gate  Park. 

A  pilot  program  for  mothers  and  children,  working  side 
by  side,  was  tried  this  year  and  was  very  good.   These  classes 
were  conducted  by  volunteers  from  the  San  Francisco  Women 
Artists,  using  various  media,  with  emphasis  on  communication, 
pre-school  skills,  the  nature  of  creative  activity  and  appre- 
ciation of  the  fine  arts.   These  workshops  were  highlighted 
by  a  special  guided  tour  (at  the  child's  level)  of  the  San 
Francisco  Museum  of  Art  and  a  show  of  works  from  the  workshop, 
juried  by  the  members  of  the  workshop. 

The  Adult  Art  Workshops,  at  the  Sharon  Building,  in 
cooperation  with  the  San  Francisco  Unified  School  District, 
Pacific  Heights  Adult  School,  grew  from  3  per  week  to  5  per 
week  and  will  increase  next  fall  to  10  per  week.   These 
groups  showed  in  various  San  Francisco  Banks,  as  well  as 
the  Annual  Adult  Art  Show  which  was  the  biggest  and  best 
we  have  had  to  date. 

Summer  activities  included  a  Chalk- In,  puppetry  and  an 
increase  in  children's  classes  and  workshops  throughout  the 
city,  as  well  as  shows  and  exhibits.   All  were  well  received. 

The  average  weekly  attendance  has  now  reached  over 
3,500  children,  adults  and  Senior  Citizens,  all  of  whom 
participate  in  regularly  scheduled  classes  and  workshops. 
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AQUATICS 
Martin  Greenlaw,  Aquatics  Supervisor 


Public  response  to  the  expanded  Aquatics  program  this 
year  has  been  excellent.   Various  activities  both  for  par- 
ticipants and  spectators  turned  out  3,759»&90  persons  at 
seven  indoor  pools,  three  outdoor  pools,  two  beach  areas 
and  one  lake  front  operated  by  this  Department. 

Highlights  of  the  year  included  a  "Learn  to  Swim" 
campaign  conducted  in  cooperation  with  the  American  Red 
Cross  during  the  summer  months.   The  program  provided  inten- 
sive swimming  instruction  for  30,000  children  from  ages  8 
through  18.   In  addition,  350  youngsters  gained  worthwhile 
experience  by  acting  as  instructors  and  administrative  aides. 

Each  year  sees  an  increase  in  the  number  of  groups 
using  the  Department's  Aquatics  facilities  to  enrich  their 
own  programs.   A  number  of  Boy  Scout  Troops,  Camp  Fire  Girls, 
the  Cameron  House,  and  Canon  Kip  were  welcomed  during  the  year. 

The  San  Francisco  Merionettes  represented  the  City  in 
Synchronized  swimming  events  throughout  the  United  States  and 
won  numerous  individual  and  team  championships.   Sponsoring 
eight  intra-departmental  swimming  teams  in  competition, 
Aquatics  enabled  the  most  outstanding  swimmers  to  compete 
in  meets  throughout  California  while  representing  the  San 
Francisco  Recreation  and  Park  Department. 

Public  instruction  in  various  phases  of  swimming  was 
conducted  at  the  seven  indoor  pools.   Classes  were  offered 
for  adults,  children,  and  pre-schoolers  with  over  15,000 
individuals  actively  participating.   More  than  2,000  handi- 
capped persons  utilized  the  aquatic  facilities. 

In  cooperation  with  the  Red  Cross  and  the  Lake  Merced 
Sailing  Club,  Aquatics  sponsored  classes  in  rowing  and  sail- 
ing, more  than  300  youngsters  participated  in  the  program 
which  was  given  over  a  six-month  period  at  Lake  Merced. 
Also  Lake  Merced  has  an  excellent  fishing  program  which 
provides  adults  and  children  an  opportunity  to  catch  rainbow 
trout  from  May  through  December. 
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DRAMA  AND  DANCE  DIVISION 
Sue  Dorsey,  Supervisor 


Acquisition  of  a  4-0  foot  Wenger  snowmobile  makes  it 
possible  for  this  division  to  bring  outdoor  presentations 
of  drama,  music,  puppetry,  dancing  and  other  forms  of 
entertainment  into  areas  throughout  the  City  where  here- 
tofore adequate  facilities  were  nil. 

Headquartered  in  the  Recreational  Arts  Building  at 
Scott  and  Duboce,  the  Drama  and  Dance  Division  maintains 
a  drama  library,  dance  files,  costumes  and  properties  for 
use  by  all  recreation  directors. 

Conducted  on  a  yearly  basis  are  folk,  square  and  round 
dance  groups  for  men  and  women  as  well  as  ballet,  teen  folk 
and  more  modern  types  for  the  younger  set,  as  well  as  Ethnic 
dances. 

Contributing  dance  programs  on  holidays  throughout  the 
year,  it  is  the  gayly  costumed  summer  Stern  Grove  Festival 
which  enables  children  to  demonstrate  the  prowess  they  have 
gained  during  ffche  winter  months.   Over  1,600  costumes  were 
provided  by  this  division  for  this  always  colorful  annual 
event  which  signals  the  beginning  of  summer  vacation. 

Unlimited  in  the  scope  of  their  presentations,  they 
design  programs  to  enhance  the  leisure  hours  of  our  senior 
citizens,  as  well  as  concentrating  on  our  younger  generations, 

Storytelling,  story  play,  play  productions,  and  staging 
creative  dramatics  are  all  a  part  of  the  play  scenes  through- 
out the  playgrounds  and  recreation  centers. 

Important  annual  programs  in  addition  to  the  Stern  Grove 
Festival  are  the  Doll  Show,  held  at  the  Sharon  Building  in 
Golden  Gate  Park,  May  Day  Festival  at  Kezar  Stadium  and 
Joseph  Lee  Day. 

Two  new  programs  have  been  started  this  summer  to  add 
to  the  city-wide  program.   Howard  Davis  is  conducting  an 
Afro-American  Story  Hour  weekly  at  15  playgrounds  and  Nan 
Susac  Varieties,  an  audience  participation  puppet  show,  is 
being  presented  at  20  playground  units. 
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Drama  Expression  Day  inspired  a  first  when  the  group 
from  Argonne  Playground  presented  a  movie  of  their  original 
production  of  the  story,  "Ferdinand  the  Bull."   The  children 
lad   made  their  own  costumes  for  this  performance  as  well 
is  acting  out  the  play. 

Regional  folk  dance  festivals  are  given  as  a  community 
service  at  Kezar  Pavilion  and  Punston  Playground.   Glen  Park 
invites  the  public  to  a  monthly  folk  dance  party.   This  is 
Che  group's  23rd  anniversary. 

Recreational  Arts  dance  groups  have  presented  programs 
at  Laguna  Honda  Home,  Aquatic  Park  Senior  Center,  Oakland 
Cultural  Arts  Institute,  East  Bay  Women's  Dance  Circle, 
Dance  Masters  of  America,  Precita  Street  Fair,  Farmers  Market 
Anniversary,  Columbus  Day  Pageant,  St.  Patrick's  Celebration, 
U.S.O.  Club,  United  Nationalities  of  San  Francisco,  El  Cerrito 
Treasurers'  Ball  and  Youth  for  service. 
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HANDICAPPED  SERVICES 

Bernice  Rodgers,  Senior  Director 

Joseph  L.  Ardanaz,  Acting  Supervising  Director 


The  Department's  Handicapped  Division  has  shown  vast 
improvements  among  its  participants  aged  8  to  75  years  old 
through  introduction  of  better  use  of  their  leisure  time. 
With  organized  recreational  activities  of  social  interaction, 
one  can  notice  the  positive  changes  in  our  Vista  Friendship 
Club  Members.   Expressing  themselves  properly  physically, 
mentally  and  emotionally,  we  feel  our  program  is  succeeding 
in  serving  the  needs  of  the  handicapped.   Our  goal  is  to 
prepare  these  individuals  for  participation  on  an  integrated 
basis  with  normal  children  and  adults  in  a  regular  recreation 
setting  wherever  possible. 

JACKSON  PLAYGROUND:   Vista  Key  Friendship  Club  celebrated 
its  third  anniversary  March  13,  1969*  with  an  evening  dance 
and  refreshments  for  over  two  hundred  members.   Registration 
has  increased  to  270  members  and  year-round  meetings  are  held 
every  Tuesday  and  Thursday.   Many  members  have  been  able  to 
secure  job  placements  in  sheltered  workshops  and  other  agency 
employment.   We  feel  that  their  experience  and  participation 
in  this  program  at  Jackson  Playground  has  contributed  a  great 
deal  towards  their  reaching  this  goal.   10,817  handicapped 
were  served  here. 

High  points  included:   Six  classes  in  cooking,  woodshop, 
arts  and  crafts,  dramatic  expression,  physical  fitness  and 
photography;  a  monthly  birthday  party;  community  singing; 
Softball  and  volleyball  games;  basketball;  pool;  bingo;  social 
and  folk  dancing;  luncheon  with  members  of  San  Francisco's 
Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce;  graduation  exercises;  visit  to 
San  Francisco  Grace  Cathedral;  visit  to  Station  KSFO ;  an 
African  Fashion  Show  (sponsored  by  Bayete  African  Imports) ; 
visited  Golden  Gate  Park's  Conservatory;  visit  to  Fairmont 
Hotel;  and  a  Volunteer's  Appreciation  Tea  featuring  the 
Sixth  Army  Band.   Theme  dances  and  parties  for  Easter, 
Halloween,  Thanksgiving,  Christmas  and  New  Year's  day.   A 
tour  and  lecture  at  General  Motor's  automobile  and  truck 
assembly  plant  at  Fremont,  California,  five  free  Giant 
Baseball  Games  at  Candlestick  Park,  visited  United  Airlines 
Maintenance  Terminal  and  the  main  building  of  the  San  Fran- 
cisco International  Airport,  and  visits  to  San  Francisco 
Junior  Museum. 
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OCEAN  VIEW   Friendship  Club.   This  club  completed 
its  second  year  of  program  designed  primarily  for  mentally 
retarded  and  physically  handicapped.   It  has  been  established 
as  a  permanent  base  for  this  particular  area  of  San  Francisco 
with  active  membership  now  at  80.   Activities  are  the  same 
as  Jackson  Playground  with  a  year-round  program.   Meeting 
every  Wednesday,  2,854  handicapped  were  served. 

High  points  included:   Easter  Party  with  a  fourteen- 
piece  Band  from  the  San  Francisco  Presidio  (Sixth  Army  Band) , 
appreciation  party  for  two  college  volunteers,  weekly  softball 
games  and  discussion  groups. 

FULTON:   Fun  and  Friendship  Club.   Meeting  every  Satur- 
day, this  club  began  its  third  year  of  organized  activities 
for  mentally  retarded  children  in  January  1969.   Handicapped 
children  are  being  integrated  into  the  regular  program. 

High  points:   A  trip  to  the  Mission  Playhouse  was 
enjoyed  by  all,  indoor  and  outdoor  weiner  roasts,  hikes, 
Easter  Egg  hunt  in  Golden  Gate  Park  and  an  Annual  Picnic 
in  Speedway  Meadows.   365  were  served  at  Fulton  Playground. 

ST.  MARY'S:   St.  Mary's  Playground  has  a  creative  arts 
and  crafts  program  for  its  integrated  children's  program. 
During  the  summer  vacation  the  handicapped  children  are  taken 
on  all  the  District  Outings  of  the  non- handicapped.   The 
outings  are  weekly  and  are  usually  out  of  town  trips.   Meet- 
ings held  every  Thursday  throughout  the  year.   250  served  at 
St.  Mary's. 

SILVER  TREE  CAMP  AND  PINE  LAKE  CAMP.   Handicapped  children 
were  successfully  introduced  to  the  Silver  Tree  and  Pine  Lake 
Day  Camps.   Their  experiences  were  most  enjoyable  and  enlight- 
ening for  all  involved. 

We  are  grateful  for  continued  assistance  and  encourage- 
ment from  the  San  Francisco  Volunteer  Bureau  and  the  individual 
agencies  of  the  Advisory  Council.   Without  their  help,  our 
program  would  not  enjoy  the  success  it  knows. 

Total  attendance  this  fiscal  year  was:   Jackson,  10,817; 
Ocean  View,  2,854;  Fulton,  365;  and  St.  Mary's,  250,  making 
a  total  of  14,286.   This  attendance  has  increased  from  7»138 
(1967-68)  to  the  present  14,286,  or  in  short — doubled. 
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MUSIC 
iard  Fitzpatrick,  Music  Supervisor   William  L.  Booth,  Music  Assistant 


"If  a  man  does  not  keep  pace  with  his  companions, 
perhaps  it  is  because  he  hears  the  beat  of  a  different 
drummer.   Let  him  step  to  the  music  which  he  hears,  how- 
ever measured  or  far  away."   So  wrote  the  great  Thoreau 
who  would  be  glad  to  know  that  the  lives  of  thousands 
of  youngsters  throughout  San  Francisco  have  been  enriched 
through  participation  and  training  given  by  the  department's 
music  division  largely  due  to  the  able  guidance  of  music 
supervisor,  Leonard  Fitzpatrick  and  assistant,  William  Booth. 

Conducting  its  year-round  program  at  more  than  forty 
playgrounds  and  recreation  centers,  and  at  the  Recreational 
Arts  Building,  included  singing  groups  and  rhythm  bands  for 
children  of  pre-school  age,  folk  singing  and  toy  symphony 
groups  for  children  of  grammar  school  age,  Tillmany  Orchestra, 
Buckner  Orchestra,  Recreation  Symphony  Orchestra,  Adult  Dance 
Band,  and  Golden  Gate  Band.   Additional  musical  activities 
were  provided  on  a  weekly  basis  at  Yerba  Buena  Senior  Center, 
Golden  Gate  Senior  Center,  Hamilton  Recreation  Center  for 
senior  citizens  groups,  and  at  Jackson  Playground  for  the 
Vista  Key  Friendship  Club. 

Seven  different  children's  ukulele  classes  were  offered 
at  five  locations  during  both  Fall  and  Spring,  with  capacity 
enrollment.  In  response  to  public  demand,  for  the  seventh 
consecutive  year,  folk  guitar  classes  were  conducted.  Fif- 
teen classes  were  offered  during  the  Fall  and  sixteen  during 
the  Spring,  scaled  at  four  levels:  beginning  teen,  advanced 
teen,  beginning  adult,  and  advanced  adult. 

Special  summer  activities  were  weekly  folk  song  sessions 
for  campers  at  both  Pine  Lake  and  Silver  Tree  Day  Camps, 
two  Saturday  afternoon  children's  concerts  at  the  Golden 
Gate  Park  Band  Concourse  by  the  Golden  Gate  Park  Band  and 
by  the  Recreation  Symphony  Orchestra,  two  concentrated  folk 
guitar  classes  for  teen-agers  and  for  adults  at  Recreational 
Arts  Building,  a  series  of  ten  Wednesday  afternoon  Soul  and 
Blues  concerts  at  Golden  Gate  Park  Band  Concourse  by  amateur 
teen-age  groups,  and  a  series  of  three  concerts  by  the 
San  Francisco  Symphony  Orchestra,  these  last  being  made 
possible  through  the  generosity  of  the  San  Francisco  Symphony 
Association. 
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Participation  in  public  performances  included  the  pre- 
viously mentioned  special  concerts,  the  annual  Carnival  at 
Sigmund  Stern  Grove,  Joseph  Lee  Day  program,  Annual  Christmas 
Carol  Festival  in  the  City  Hall  Rotunda,  aid  the  regular  large 
number  of  special  holiday  programs  at  Recreational  Arts  Build- 
ing and  at  other  department  facilities  throughout  the  city. 


Assistance  in  planning,  programming  and  presentation 
of  musical  activities  were  given  to  the  Photography  Division, 
the  Drama  and  Dance  Division,  the  Industrial  Section  of  the 
Athletics  Division,  and  the  Senior  Citizens  and  Tiny  Tots 
Division  of  the  Recreation  and  Park  Department,  the  Music 
Teachers'  Association  of  California,  the  Salvation  Army, 
the  San  Francisco  Musical  Club  Opera  Workshop,  Opera  Cameos 
Workshop,  the  East  Eay  Opera  League,  the  American  Retired 
Association,  the  American  Friends'  Service  Committee,  the 
Old  Timers'  Baseball  Association,  the  Golden  Gate  Story  League, 
the  San  Francisco  Jazz  Action  Movement,  the  Irish  Center  of 
San  Francisco,  the  Carriage  Trade  of  the  Department  of  Social 
Service,  the  California  Youth  Authority,  the  Handicapables 
of  San  Francisco,  the  Railway  Business  Women's  Association, 
and  many  others.   In  addition  to  the  above,  regular  rehearsal 
facilities  were  provided  or  arranged  for  a  large  number  of 
teen-age  and  adult  amateur  musical  groups.   True  testimony 
of  making  San  Francisco  music  conscious. 
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PHOTOGRAPHY  CENTER 
John  M.  Giosso,  Director 


Our  unique  and  world  renowned  Photography  Center  has 
continued  to  grow  and  expand  its  scope  of  operation  each 
year  since  its  inception,  and  1968-69  proved  to  be  the 
biggest  year.   Revenues  from  membership  fees  and  locker 
rentals  reached  a  record  high  of  $18,157*00,  as  compared  to 
the  previous  year's  record  revenue  received  of  $17,4-61.00. 
Attendance  also  reached  an  all-time  high  of  113,4-78  as  com- 
pared to  105,189  for  the  preceding  year.   Active  paid-up 
membership  also  showed  a  substantial  increase  in  one  year 
from  1,950  to  the  current  2,350  paid-up  active  amateur  photo 
enthusiasts. 

The  Photography  Center  is  not  only  a  beautifully  equipped 
and  maintained  amateur  workshop,  it  is  also  the  meeting  place 
of  many  amateur  camera  clubs  throughout  Northern  California, 
namely,  the  Photochrome  Club,  Sunset  Camera  Club,  California 
Club  (the  oldest  camera  club  in  the  world) ,  Vista  Camera 
Club,  Calif ornian* s  Camera  Club,  and  Northern  California 
Council  of  Camera  Clubs.   Many  hundred  members  of  these 
clubs  coordinate  with  the  staff  attfce  Photography  Center 
in  presenting  interesting  exhibits,  lectures,  programs,  field 
trips,  and  other  pertinent  and  interesting  photographic 
information  to  all  Center  members  and  the  general  public. 

All  prospective  members  are  required  to  attend  a  twice- 
weekly  orientation  class  to  familiarize  and  teach  them  the 
proper  use  of  photographic  equipment.   These  classes  are 
given  to  a  capacity  of  50  students  per  class.   The  ever 
popular  8-lecture  Beginner's  Course  given  three  times  last 
year  was  expanded  and  given  four  times  this  year.   This  class 
has  become  so  popular  that  registration  was  limited  to  100 
students  per  class,  and  waiting  lists  were  created  for  addi- 
tional and  extension  classes.   The  special  Activities  Com- 
mittee of  the  Photography  Center,  in  conjunction  with  compe- 
tent professional  staff,  conducts  many  additional  advanced 
classes  for  those  seeking  more  advanced  knowledge  in  photog- 
raphy.  Classes  given  last  year  in  this  category  were:   Ben 
Dobus  8-lecture  Portrait  Class,  Royal  Bradbury,  Elmer  Adams 
10-lecture  class  for  Advanced  Darkroom  Work,  Jack  Cannon 
6-lecture  class  on  Color  Photography,  and  the  Photochrome 
Club  10-lecture  class  on  Color  Photography. 
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This  year  the  world  famous  Palace  of  Fine  Arts  was 
used  as  the  backdrop  for  the  21st  annual  Photography  Day. 
This  is  the  day  that  the  Photographic  Society  of  America, 
and  all  of  the  Camera  Clubs  throughout  Northern  California, 
display  their  award-winning  color  slides,  prints,  movies, 
etc.   Trade  shows  displaying  all  new  camera  equipments, 
colorful  camera  club  and  foreign  tourist  bureau  booths, 
displays,  Miss  California  Beauty  Pageant,  stage  presenta- 
tions, and  many  more  photogenic  activities  all  add  to  the 
State  Fair  atmosphere  generated  at  Photography  Day.   Ten 
thousand  happy  amateur  photographers  clicked  away  at  this 
year's  presentation. 


lLACE  of  fine  arts 


What  to  do  with  the  Palace  of  Fine  Arts  hopefully  has 
been  resolved  by  the  Recreation  and  Park  Commission.   The 
recently  restored  Palace  is  leased  to  the  Museum  of  Arts  and 
Sciences  to  house  the  City's  new  "Exploratorium. "   It  was 
decreed  that  use  must  be  artistic,  cultural,  educational  or 
recreational.   The  "Exploratorium,"  originated  by  physicist 
and  educator  Dr.  Frank* Oppenheimer,  encompasses  all  of  these 
areas . 

Pictured  above  are  THE   GREEK  NATIONAL  FOLK  DANCERS 
during  their  first  American  tour,  videotaped  by  K^SD, 
Channel  9,  against  a  background  of  the  Palace  of  Fine  Arts. 


-?A- 


JOSEPHINE  D.  RANDALL  JUNIOR  MUSEUM 
A.  K.  Conragan,  Director 


The  Josephine  D.  Randall  Junior  Museum's  program, 
through  the  medium  of  fun,  fulfills  the  role  of  educa- 
tional recreation.   Programs  of  science  and  cultural  arts 
were  attended  by  122,010  persons  for  this  fiscal  year. 
Classes  in  conservation,  botany,  biology,  marine  biology, 
reptiles  and  amphibians,  animal  study,  falconry,  pet  care, 
soil  chemistry,  paleontology,  geology,  lapidary,  and  other 
related  science  subjects  gave  children  a  better  insight 
into  Nature.   Workshops  and  classes  in  arts  and  crafts, 
ceramics,  glass  leading,  weaving,  tenkoku,  fish  painting, 
printing  and  woodworking  were  also  offered.   These  programs 
were  augmented  by  new  exhibits,  collections,  motion  pictures, 
animal  demonstrations,  physical  science  demonstrations,  and 
field  trips.   Guided  tours  were  conducted  for  school  classes 
and  other  visiting  groups. 

An  important  and  active  part  of  the  Museum's  program 
was  the  visitation  of  school  classes;  660  school  classes 
participated  in  lecture-demonstrations,  animal  tours,  exhibit 
tours,  science-art  workshops,  art  demonstrations,  and  other 
special  programmed  activities  offered  at  the  Museum.   20,778 
school  children  were  in  these  classes,  representing  a  13.5% 
increase  over  class  attendance  for  the  previous  fiscal  year. 
In  addition,  81  school  classes  and  agencies  visited  the 
Museum  on  their  own  without  participating  in  any  of  the 
scheduled  programs. 

Field  trips  have  always  been  one  of  the  best  means  of 
developing  a  better  understanding  and  appreciation  of  the 
natural  environment.   This  past  year,  the  Museum  conducted 
eight  field  trips.   Two  were  overnight  campouts,  one  to  the 
Pinnacles  National  Monument  and  the  other  to  Tilden  Park  of 
the  East  Bay  Regional  Park  System.   The  remaining  five  trips 
were  conducted  on  a  one-day  basis,  mostly,  to  local  sites 
within  the  greater  Bay  Area.   Areas  visited  were:   Moss  Beach, 
Samuel  Taylor  State  Park,  Muir  Woods  National  Monument, 
University  of  California,  Davis  Campus,  and  Columbia  State 
Park  up  in  the  "Mother  Lode"  country. 

On  April  18,  1969 »  the  Josephine  D.  Randall  Junior  Museum 
dedicated  its  Seismic  Station.   Highlight  of  the  day  was  an 
informative  talk  by  Robert  Nason,  of  the  Earthquake  Mechanism 
Laboratory /Environmental  Science  Administration.   As  a  direct 
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result  of  this  installation,  the  Museum  is  now  a  part  of 
the  United  States  Department  of  Commerce  Determination  of 
Epicentres  Program.   The  assigned  code  letters  for  the 
Junior  Museum  are  SFM.   We  are  the  only  youth  museum  in 
the  United  States  included  in  this  program. 

The  Museum  Auxiliary  and  the  Advisory  Committee  con- 
tinued their  active  interest  and  cooperation  in  developing 
new  exhibits  and  program  suggestions.   Through  the  efforts  of 
the  Auxiliary  and  their  financial  support,  a  number  of  exhibits, 
library  materials,  audio-visual  materials,  and  a  new  mimeo- 
graph machine  were  added  to  the  Museum's  inventory. 
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SENIOR  CITIZENS  AND  TINY  TOTS 
Mrs.  Elean  Thomas,  Director 


SENIOR  CITIZENS: 

Golden  Gate  and  Yerba  Buena  Senior  Citizens  Centers  are 
the  two  multi-purpose  centers  operated  "by  this  department. 
To  meet  the  individual  needs  and  interests  of  a  broad  cross- 
section  of  our  elderly  people,  these  centers  daily  conducted 
a  great  variety  of  recreation  and  leisure  time  activities 
during  the  past  year.   Included  were  luncheons,  parties  and 
dances,  movies  and  travelogues,  community  singing,  card  games, 
speakers  on  current  affairs,  and  special  holiday  celebrations. 
Instructors  were  provided  for  classes  in  sewing,  ceramics  and 
painting,  in  cooperation  with  the  Adult  Division  of  the 
Unified  School  District.   A  Spring  Arts  and  Crafts  Show  was 
held,  as  it  is  annually,  to  display  the  work  done  by  the 
members. 

Special  out-of-town  trips  and  tours  were  enjoyed  by 
many  who  might  otherwise  have  had  little  opportunity  to  visit 
various  points  of  interest  throughout  the  State. 

Golden  Gate  Center  celebrated  its  fourth  anniversary 
in  June  with  a  cook-out  in  the  beautiful  pine  tree  setting 
surrounding  the  barbeque  area.   The  seventh  anniversary  of 
Yerba  Buena  Center  was  celebrated  in  September  with  a  catered 
indoor  party. 

Eighteen  Senior  Citizen  Clubs  are  conducted  in  Recreation 
Centers  conveniently  located  in  various  neighborhoods.   These 
clubs  meet  once  a  week,  primarily  for  social  recreation. 

All  of  our  Senior  Citizen  facilities  are  convenient  to 
transportation.   With  the  exception  of  the  minimum  age  which 
is  sixty,  the  Centers  are  free  from  membership  restrictions. 
A  total  of  147,133  attended  these  Centers  during  the  past  year. 

The  Sixteenth  Annual  Hobby  Show  was  highlighted  this 
year  with  an  Information  Services  Day  and  a  fashion  show. 
The  downtown  Emporium  provided  the  facility,  and  the  San 
Francisco  Public  Library,  San  Francisco  Labor  Council,  and 
Adult  Division  of  the  Unified  School  District  served  as  co- 
sponsors  with  the  San  Francisco  Recreation  and  Park  Department. 
310  exhibitors  displayed  their  hobbies  and  attendance  was 
over  6,000. 
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For  the  first  time,  a  Senior  Citizens'  Day  was  held. 
In  August  over  1,200  members  of  our  San  Francisco  centers 
brought  their  lunches  to  the  Palace  of  Fine  Arts  for  a  day 
of  fun  and  entertainment.   The  program  included  drama,  comedy 
skits,  bell  ringers,  music,  singing  and  dancing.   In  recogni- 
tion of  his  many  philanthropic  gestures,  and  especially  those 
concerning  the  Palace  of  Fine  Arts,  Walter  3.  Johnson  was 
honored  as  Senior  Citizen  of  the  day. 


L 


TINY  TOTS: 

There  was  a  definite  increase  in  the  number  of  five 
year  olds  attending  the  Tiny  Tot  classes  due  to  the  elimina- 
tion of  the  mid-term  in  the  public  schools. 

An  in-service  training  session  was  conducted  for  all 
directors  of  Tiny  Tot  classes  on  New  Program  Ideas  for  this 
age  level.   The  Tiny  Tot  program,  as  conducted  by  our  play- 
ground directors,  continues  to  develop  habits  and  attitudes 
which  enable  this  age  group  to  adjust  to  later  life  in  school, 

The  Tiny  Tots  were  fortunate  in  again  having  the  Calif- 
ornia Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Blindness  provide  volun- 
teers who  worked  with  a  registered  nurse  to  do  a  vision 
screening  test  to  detect  early  eye  problems.   During  the 
past  year,  116, 340  were  enrolled  in  103  classes. 
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SOCIETY  FOR  THE  PREVENTION  OF  CRUELTY  TO  ANIMALS 
PROVIDES  FOUNTAIN  FOR  HORSES  IN  GOLDEN  GATS  PARK... 

A  3^  year  old  bronze  horse  drinking  fountain  which 
stood  for  many  years  dry  and  unused  at  Wawona  Avenue 
and  Great  Highway,  today  bubbles  with  cool,  clean 
water  for  the  refreshment  of  horses  and  convenience 
of  their  riders  in  Golden  Gate  Park.   In  193^ »  the 
SPCA  placed  the  fountain  at  the  aforementioned 
location  and,  subsequently,  suggested  its  move  to 
this  new  location  upon  learning  of  the  need.   In- 
stalled in  October  1968,  it  serves  horses  near 
Bercut  Equitation  Field.   Pictured  above  are  former 
Recreation  and  Park  Commissioner  Peter  Bercut,  for 
whom  the  field  is  named  and  who  is  also  Chairman 
of  the  Equitation  Committee  for  the  Centennial,  Mrs. 
Bercut,  Paul  L.  Swainston,  mounted  SPCA  humane 
officer  who  patrols  the  bridle  paths  each  weekend 
to  help  horses  and  their  riders,  John  Rife,  SF/SPCA 
Superintendent,  and  Frank  B.  Piltz,  park  section 
supervisor,  who  accepted  custody  of  this  handsome 
fountain  on  behalf  of  the  Recreation  and  Park 
Department. 


GOLDEN  GATE  PARK 


You  may  not  recognize  it  but  this  picture  was  taken  in 
Golden  Gate  Park  looking  toward  Ocean  Beach  circa  1870.   When 
then  Superintendent  William  Hammond  Hall  set  about  developing 
plans  for  this  park,  he  realized  that  most  of  its  vast  acreage 
contained  little  other  than  dunes  covered  with  yellow  bush 
lupine. 

As  we  approach  the  Centennial  of  this  magnificent  evi- 
dence of  horticulture  and  tree  planting,  we  take  cognizance 
of  the  farsightedness  of  Hall  and  John  McLaren  as  well  as 
other  park  superintendents  who  through  the  years  have  rendered 
painstaking  care  to  insure  the  future  flora  life  as  we  know 
it  today. 

Current  Superintendent  of  Parks  is  Francis  0.  Foehr  who 
has  as  assistants  John  J.  Spring,  in  charge  of  Golden  Gate  Park, 
and  Carl  Poch  in  charge  of  Parks  and  Squares.   It  is  their 
responsibility  to  see  that  all  the  City's  parks  and  playgrounds 
are  maintained  the  year-round. 
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There's  something  for  people 
of  all  ages  in  Golden  Gate 
Park.   At  the  west  end  of 
John  F.  Kennedy  Drive  at  the 
beach  is  the  famed  sloop 
Gjoa,  first  to  complete  the 
Northwest  Passage.   Captained 
by  Roald  Amundsen,  he  and 
his  heroic  handpicked  crew 
after  braving  numerous  icy 
hazards  sailed  into  San 
Francisco  Bay  October  19, 
1906. 


For  generations  parents 
have  been  bringing  their 
children  to  Golden  Gate 
Park  for  family  outings. 
Here  at  Spreckels  Lake 
where  model  yachts  and 
sailboats  grace  the  scene, 
they  become  the  envy  of 
youngsters  who  insist  that 
when  they  grow  up  they  will 
join  the  "Commodore's 
Yacht  Club"  which  exists 
here. 
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"Uncle  John"  McLaren 
served  the  longest  tenure 
as  Park  Superintendent 
and  died  with  his  boots 
on  3  months  short  of  56 
years.   "Plant  trees" 
were  daily  orders  to  his 
gardeners  and  his  legacy 
we  cherish  today.   Though 
he  hated  statues  and  has- 
tened to  hide  them  with 
shrubs,  his  own  statue 
surrounded  by  his  favor- 
ite rhododendrons  was 
really  intended  as  a 
lasting  tribute,  not  an 
insult. 


An  outgrowth  of  the  Exposition 
of  1894,  the  Japanese  Tea 
Garden  today  attracts  nearly 
a  million  visitors  annually. 
Walking  through  it  studying 
the  plant  life,  fish  and 
authentic  oriental  flavor 
in  its  atmosphere  is  a  rare 
experience.   And,  yes,  you 
may  be  served  tea  and  for- 
tune cookies  by  a  Japanese 
girl  in  native  costume. 
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Not  many  states  can  boast  of  a  buffalo  herd  let  alone 
city  parks.   Golden  Gate  Park  has  prided  itself  on  its  herd 
for  many  years.   Pictured  here  is  a  newborn  cow  which  swelled 
our  total  to  fifteen.   Enclosure  is  at  Kennedy  Drive,  vicinity 
of  Fortieth  Avenue. 


Throughout  its  growth  and  development  stages,  Golden  Gate 
Park  maintains  a  certain  serenity  that  provides  an  escape  from 
noisy  traffic  and  many  such  areas  are  found  throughout  its 
1,017  acres.   Pictured  here  is  the  North  Bridge  over  Stow  Lake 
which  was  erected  in  1892. 
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STEYBING  ARBORETUM 
Roy  L.  Hudson,  Director 


"What  is  a  Strybing  Arboretum?"  is  a  question  con- 
stantly put  to  Department  members  on  the  part  of  the  thou- 
sands of  visitors  to  Golden  Gate  Park.   An  arboretum, 
according  to  Webster,  is  a  place  where  shrubs  and  trees 
are  cultivated  for  educational  purposes.   Our  Arboretum 
was  made  possible  principally  through  the  benevolence  of 
the  late  Mrs.  Helene  Strybing,  coupled  with  a  request  to 
place  a  plaque  to  honor  the  memory  of  her  departed  husband. 
Soon  afterward  the  Strybing  Arboretum  Society,  a  volunteer 
organization,  was  founded.   Surely  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
arboretums  of  any  in  the  world,  San  Francisco's  climate 
lends  cooperative  assistance  to  enable  a  magnificent  variety 
of  trees  and  shrubs  to  flourish  throughout  the  year.   The 
Strybing  Arboretum  represents  a  fruitful  blending  of  volun- 
teers working  in  concert  with  staff  to  realize  what  we 
enjoy  today  as  a  result  of  their  combined  efforts. 

The  Arboretum  had  a  change  of  Directors  in  1968,  however, 
many  of  the  excellent  programs  instituted  by  Percy  H.  "Jock" 
Brydon  have  been  continued  and  implemented.   An  extremely 
wet  winter  severely  curtailed  planned  projects,  but  permitted 
heavy  pruning  and  cleaning  of  congested  areas. 

The  major  project  was  the  overhaul  of  the  James  Noble 
Conifer  collection  in  the  Rock  Garden.   Due  to  press  or  work 
connected  with  the  completion  of  the  Strybing  Arboretum 
Master  Plan  these  valuable  evergreen  dwarfs  had  become  dan- 
gerously overcrowded.   Many  large  specimens  were  dug  and  re- 
moved to  an  adjoining  area,  thus  benefiting  both  locations 
and  creating  a  new  effect  which  has  received  many  compliments. 

STRYBING  ARBORETUM  -  SUNSET  MAGAZINE  DEMONSTRATION  GARDENS: 

The  fourth  major  unit  of  the  demonstration  gardens  has 
been  completed.   This  Demonstration  Home  Garden  Work  Center 
was  a  joint  effort  of  Splenda  and  Yamamoto,  Landscape  Archi- 
tects, Sunset  Magazine,  The  Redwood  Association,  with  the 
construction  costs  provided  by  the  State  County  Fair  funds. 
This  will  be  a  very  useful  and  instructive  unit,  which  will 
provide  the  proper  setting  for  garden  enthusiasts  to  gain 
invaluable  knowledge  for  their  home  gardens  large  or  small. 
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VANDALISM: 

Vandalism  has  been  extremely  heavy  this  year  throughout 
all  parks  but  especially  Golden  Gate  Park  and  the  Arboretum. 
The  central  fountain  was  damaged  and  twenty  7-year-old  Crab- 
apple  trees  were  destroyed.   Labels  were  pulled  up  and 
stolen  or  thrown  in  the  lakes.   Replacement  takes  hours  of 
valuable  time  for  our  Supervisor  of  Plant  Accessions. 
Damage  in  dollar  replacement  amounted  to  $5,000  which  was 
raised  by  the  Strybing  Arboretum  Society. 

NEW  ACCESSIONS: 

The  Arboretum  has  received  a  gift  of  an  almost  complete 
collection  of  Echeveria  species  and  varieties  to  be  planted 
in  the  new  Eric  Walther  Succulent  Garden  now  under  construction. 

Significant  additions  to  our  collections  during  this 
period  were  40  new  species  or  hybrids  of  "Javanicum  Rhodo- 
dendrons," making  our  collection  of  these  tropical  rhododen- 
drons the  largest  in  the  United  States.   At  the  same  time 
4-9  species  or  hybrids  of  Viburnums  were  added  to  our  plant- 
ings.  Some  outstanding  Magnolia  hybrids  from  the  U.S.  National 
Arboretum,  Washington,  D.C.,  undoubtedly  make  our  collection 
of  this  genus  the  finest  in  the  country. 

Plants  or  cuttings  were  distributed  to  several  growers 
in  Australia,  Ireland  and  England.   In  addition  exchanges 
were  made  with  the  University  of  Washington  Arboretum,  the 
University  of  California  Arboretum,  Santa  Cruz,  and  the  Univ- 
ersity of  California,  Berkeley. 

HALL  OF  FLOWERS: 

The  Hall  of  Flowers  continues  to  provide  a  great  ser- 
vice to  the  many  plant  societies  for  meetings  and  shows. 
All  suitable  uses  of  the  building  are  encouraged  and  a  total 
of  410  events  drew  93,381  people. 

The  kiosk,  manned  by  volunteers,  recruited  by  the 
Strybing  Arboretum  Society,  is  not  only  a  valuable  Arboretum 
service,  but  an  information  booth  for  the  entire  Golden  Gate 
Park.   Guests  from  all  fifty  states  registered,  as  well  as 
visitors  from  fifty-three  foreign  countries. 

TRAINING  PROGRAM :: 

The  in-service  training  program  for  teachers  has  been 
extremely  successful  and  is  being  continued.   This  spring 
21  teachers  attended  the  classes  given  by  a  State  College 


•35- 


student,  John  Kipping.   He  instituted  and  documented  a  new 
Nature  Trail,  "The  Indian  Use  Plants,"  which  will  provide 
historical  data  on  the  native  plants  used  for  food,  fibre, 
dyes,  medicines,  etc. 

The  Strybing  Arboretum  Society  continues  to  support 
the  Arboretum  in  many  ways.   On  March  8,  1969  they  held 
a  plant  sale  and  netted  $5,731.01  to  carry  on  their  educa- 
tional program.   Some  of  the  funds  were  used  to  install  a 
separate  water  meter  and  service  lines  to  the  Arboretum 
Nursery,  as  the  existing  system  was  inadequate.   They  are 
also  paying  for  soil  bins  and  a  paved  service  yard  at  the 
Arboretum  Nursery. 


Aerial  view  of  Strybing  Arboretum  by  D.  H.  Moore 
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GOLDEN  GATE  PARK  NURSERY 
Al  Ottoboni,  Chief  Nurseryman 


Partially  contiguous  with  one  of  the  lawn  bowling 
greens  and  occupying  a  section  of  the  Park  where  the  sun 
beams  its  fullest,  our  nursery  is  favored  with  a  climate 
that  permits  year-round  growth  of  a  multiplicity  of  flora. 

To  complement  City  Hall's  desks  and  corridors  with 
brilliant  bouquets  and  plants  is  a  constant  function  of 
Chief  Nurseryman  Al  Ottoboni  and  his  able  assistants. 
They  also  back  up  Recreation  Department  functions  with  green- 
ery and  floral  decor  as  needed  to  enhance  such  events  as  the 
Doll  Show,  May  Day,  Stern  Grove  Festival  and  augment  many 
features  held  at  the  Hall  of  Flowers,  Opera  House  and  some 
conventions. 

A  description  of  the  nursery's  volume  is  an  inventory 
of  plants  delivered  this  year:   To  parks  and  squares — 6,409; 
To  golf  courses — 2,583;  Throughout  Golden  Gate  Park — 18,250; 
And  another  2,054  to  various  locations. 

To  provide  plant  materials  for  the  Conservatory's  famed 
Floral  Plaque  requires  4,300  flats  and  a  total  of  378,400 
plants  all  for  the  sake  of  salutation  to  the  numerous  organi- 
zations and  conventions  who  see  their  greetings  spelled  out 
in  flowers. 

Cut  flowers  needed  for  arrangements  and  bouquets 
totalled  11,392  while  the  number  of  these  arrangements 
assembled  for  civic  functions  was  530.   Decorating  the 
holidays  of  Christmas  and  Easter  is  part  of  the  Park  Depart- 
ment's endeavors  toward  beautifying  our  City. 
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SMALL  PARKS,  SQUARES  AND  FACILITIES 


Maintenance  of  small  parks,  squares  and  stadium  facil- 
ities is  a  year-round  task  that  is  seldom  without  problems. 
The  combined  villains  of  vandalism,  wear  and  tear  and  weather 
play  havoc  throughout  the  City's  park  system.   Kezar,  Candle- 
stick Park,  Union  Square,  Civic  Center  are  examples  of  our 
properties  requiring  constant  attention. 

During  the  past  year  the  first  phase  of  the  reconstruc- 
tion of  Gilman  Playground  was  completed.   This  included  a 
large  picnic  area,  enlarging  of  the  lawn  area,  and  the  in- 
stallation of  a  modern  play  area.   Martin  Luther  King  Pool 
at  Bayview  Playground  was  constructed  and  landscaped.   At 
Washington  Square,  the  shrub  area  along  Stockton  Street  was 
completely  removed  and  replanted  with  grass. 

The  athletic  field  crew  sodded  the  running  path  at 
Candlestick  Park  for  the  East-West  Game  and  after  the  game 
removed  the  sod.   At  Kezar  Stadium  a  heavy  fall  schedule  and 
a  very  wet  winter  caused  need  for  resodding  of  the  field's 
center. 

The  athletic  field  crew  also  reconstructed  the  baseball 
diamonds  at  the  Big  Rec  (Golden  Gate  Park),  Eureka  Valley, 
Balboa,  Upper  Noe,  South  Sunset,  West  Sunset,  and  Junipero 
Serra  Playground. 

Joining  our  neighbors  in  San  Mateo  County,  for  many 
years  San  Francisco's  Park  Department  has  provided  a  colorful 
exhibit  for  their  Fair  and  Floral  Fiesta.   This  requires 
several  weeks  of  preparation  as  well  as  time  spent  in 
dismantling,  but  all  for  the  sake  of  beauty. 

In  addition,  several  weeks  were  spent  preparing  and 
dismantling  the  City's  exhibit  at  the  San  Mateo  County  Fair 
and  Floral  Fiesta. 

As  part  of  the  San  Francisco's  accelerated  Urban 
Beaut if icat ion  Program,  $250,000  from  the  HUD  grant,  plus 
$100,000  in  City  funds,  was  used  to  rehabilitate  the  long 
neglected  northeast  section  of  Golden  Gate  Park.   Nearly 
three  hundred  unskilled  workers,  aged  18-25,  were  recruited 
from  the  City's  poverty  areas  to  participate  in  this  program. 
The  project  emphasized  job  training,  gardening,  carpentry 
and  basic  construction  skills.   Under  the  able  supervision 
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of  Lloyd  Grant,  cooperating  unions  supplied  supervisory- 
personnel.   A  system  of  pathways  was  constructed  throughout 
the  fourteen  acre  project  area;  two  picnic  sites  were  estab- 
lished.  A  Children's  Dell  with  imaginative  play  equipment 
was  designed  and  installed  by  the  firm  of  Beckwith  and 
Langsner.   The  Dell  is  located  near  Fulton  Street,  opposite 
Willard  Street.   Of  significant  importance  resulting  from  this 
project,  notable  success  was  achieved  in  obtaining  permanent 
employment  for  many  of  the  enrollees  on  the  strength  of  project 
experience. 
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THE  REJUVENATED  GILMAN  PLAYGROUND 
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GOLF  COURSE  MAINTENANCE 


Golfers  on  public  courts  wherever  they  may  "be  naively 
believe  that  their  green  fee  contributions  are  sufficient 
to  provide  for  their  upkeep.  When  San  Francisco's  golfers 
set  out  on  Harding,  Sharp  Park,  Lincoln,  McLaren  or  Golden 
Gate  Park's  fairways,  little  do  they  realize  the  work  that 
has  preceded  their  visit  to  keep  these  courses  green  all 
year-round. 


Maintaining  the  thous 
courses  is  the  job  of  the 
vision  of  Jack  Kelly.  Att 
reseeding  and  resodding,  r 
chemical  applications  to  p 
fertilizing,  replacement  o 
planting  and  transplanting 
just  a  few  of  the  routine 


ands  of  green  footage  on  these 
Park  Department ,  under  the  super- 
ention  is  constantly  devoted  to 
ebuilding  tees,  sanding  traps, 
revent  disease  to  grass  and  shrubs, 
f  damaged  drain  pipes,  weeding, 

pruning,  tree-topping,  to  mention 
tasks  confronting  the  greenskeepers, 


Persistent  storms  during  the  past  year  sent  mounds  of 
fallen  limbs  and  pine  needles  to  hamper  the  path  of  golf 
balls,  but  nevertheless,  the  greens  were  always  playable 
and  the  die-hards  could  be  seen  every  day — only  because 
the  City  is  willing  to  expend  thousands  of  dollars  to  keep 
them  that  way. 
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GOLF  OPERATIONS 
Edward  Gerrans,  Supervisor 


Rain  -  the  curse  of  outdoor  sports  hit  San  Francisco 
this  year.   According  to  the  United  States  Weather  Bureau 
we  had  91  days  of  rain  to  dampen  the  spirits  of  golfers. 
Yet  we  still  had  the  following  number  of  rounds  on  our  six 
municipal  courses. 

Harding  Park  101,734 

Sharp  Park  68,375 

Lincoln  Park  62,147 

Fleming  54,155 

Pitch  &  Putt  5^,121 

McLaren  Park  22,719 

Total  Rounds  Played      363,251 

Highlights  on  the  various  courses  were: 

Harding  Park  -  The  Lucky  International  Open  Profes- 
sional Tournament;  The  San  Francisco  Amateur  Championship 
with  over  2,000  entries;  Qualifying  for  the  United  States 
Golf  Association  Public  Links  Championship  -  123  qualifiers; 
The  Championship  Flight  of  the  San  Francisco  Junior  Champion- 
ship. 

Sharp  Park  -  Lower  flights  of  the  San  Francisco  Champion- 
ship; City  of  Pacifica  Championship;  Peninsula  High  School 
matches  and  championship;  Industrial,  service  and  charitable 
tournaments. 

Lincoln  Park  -  Lower  flights  of  the  San  Francisco  Amateur 
Championship;  The  San  Francisco  Junior  Championship  with  529 
entries;  The  San  Francisco  High  School  matches  and  champion- 
ship; Industrial,  service  and  charitable  tournaments. 

Pitch  &  Putt  -  The  18th  Annual  Father  &  Son  Tournament 
with  a  maximum  of  160  teams.   $1.00  of  the  entry  fee  goes  to 
the  San  Francisco  Guardsmen  to  help  send  boys  to  summer  camp. 

Fleming  -  San  Francisco  Junior  High  Schools  play  their 
matches  and  championship;  Sons  In  Retirement  (Sirs)  play  their 
weekly  matches;  overflow  from  Harding  plays  here. 

McLaren  Park  -  The  younger  flights  of  the  San  Francisco 
Junior  Championship,  San  Francisco  High  Schools  and  Junior 
High  Schools  play  matches  here. 

Kids'  Golf  Clinics  were  conducted  at  Harding  and  Lincoln 
courses  with  75  children  participating  at  each  clinic. 
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SAN  FRANCISCO  ZOOLOGICAL  GARDENS 
Ronald  T.  Reuther,  Director 


Approximately  over  2,000,000  annual  visitors  lend 
testimony  to  the  fact  that  San  Francisco's  Zoological  Gardens 
continue  to  be  one  of  the  most  popular  regional  facilities. 
Young  and  old  through  sun,  wind  or  fog  avail  themselves  of 
getting  acquainted  with  a  variety  of  mammals,  birds  and  rep- 
tiles that  number  well  over  a  thousand. 

There  has  never  been  an  admission  charge  here  although 
we  are  unique  as  most  good  zoos  throughout  the  United  States 
do  impose  a  fee  to  gain  improvements,  defray  maintenance 
costs  and  invariably  reduce  vandalism.   On  June  12,  1969 
the  Recreation  and  Park  Commission  approved  a  motion  to 
invoke  a  fee  of  £0#  for  adults  16  to  64;  under  16  and  over 
65  no  charge  and  one  day  a  week  would  be  free  for  everyone. 
This  clearly  indicates  that  it  is  not  the  intent  of  this 
Commission  to  deny  anyone  entrance  to  the  zoo  nor  is  it 
their  wish  to  inflict  a  hardship  on  those  who  cannot  afford 
any  fee.   As  yet,  implementation  of  this  admission  is  before 
the  Board  of  Supervisors. 

The  zoo  is  maintained  and  staffed  by  the  Recreation  and 
Park  Department  in  concert  with  the  non-profit  Zoological 
Society  which  operates  the  concessions  on  a  five  year  con- 
tract.  This  contract  was  renewed  in  June  1968.   Edgar  Stone 
succeeded  the  late  Alan  Fleishhacker  as  President  in  February 
1969. 

Education 

The  greatest  step  forward  in  the  field  of  education  and 
recreation  for  the  zoo  in  its  history  took  place  with  the 
establishment  of  a  most  successful  "docent"  program  beginning 
September,  1968.   With  the  help  and  enthusiasm  of  Ann  Pattee, 
a  volunteer,  over  48  docents  have  completed  a  training  course 
operated  by  the  zoo  staff  and  Zoological  Society  to  inform 
them  about  the  zoo,  animals,  zoology,  conservation,  and  other 
matters  pertinent  to  the  zoo's  operation.   Graduating  in  two 
separate  formal  programs,  the  docents  escorted  430  organized 
groups  composed  of  10,774  children  and  1,018  adult  leaders 
through  the  zoo  in  the  six  months,  January  through  June. 
The  program  has  been  most  successful  and  worthwhile  and  will 
be  continued  and  expanded.   Current  officers  are  Mrs.  Beverly 
Rongren,  President;  Mrs.  George  Hale,  Vice-President;  and 
Miss  Eva  Ewing,  Secretary-Treasurer. 
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The  "breakdown  of  schools  services  and  tours  given  is 
as  follows: 

San  Francisco  Schools  182 

Outside  Schools  252 


Elementary- 

399 

Senior  High 

9 

Junior  High 

19 

College/Adult 

3 

Types 

of  Tours 

General 

320 

Usefulness  to  Man 

2 

African 

39 

Birds 

5 

Handicapped 

8 

Marsupials 

1 

Primates 

10 

North  American 

1 

Cats 

4 

Feeding  Habits 

4 

Carnivores 

3 

Pachyderms 

1 

South  American 

9 

Bears 

3 

Ecology- 

11 

Bi-Lingual 

1 

Aquatic 

3 

Environmental  Adaptations 

2 

Land/Water 

3 

Classification/Biology 

2 

Concessions  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Society  include 
Storyland,  Children's  Zoo,  amusement  rides,  as  well  as  all  of  the 
snack  bars.   Profits  from  these  ventures  enable  the  Society  to 
invest  in  such  improvements  as  a  roofed  animal  shelter  in  the 
African  Scene,  representing  an  expenditure  this  year  of  $23,000. 
A  new  style  of  identification  labels — metalphotos — were  initiated 
with  Society  funds  and  are  proving  more  durable  and  satisfactory. 

Through  provision  of  funds  by  the  Society,  Ron  Reuther  was 
enabled  to  attend  the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Association 
of  Zoological  Parks  and  Aquariums  in  Los  Angeles,  Board  of  Dir- 
ectors meeting,  Washington,  D.C. ,  and  Western  Regional  Zoo 
Conference  in  Vancouver.   At  his  own  expense,  he  visited  20 
European  zoos  in  April-May.   He  succeeded  to  the  presidency 
of  the  AAZPA  in  December  upon  the  death  of  President  Pierre 
Fontaine,  director  of  the  Dallas  Zoo.   Concurrent  with  this 
office  was  an  appointment  to  the  National  Council  of  the  National 
Recreation  and  Park  Association. 

Fred  Roemer  continued  to  serve  as  head  keeper  completing 
22  years  service,  Mr.  John  Mallick  continued  as  assistant  head 
keeper  completing  36  years,  and  Mr.  John  Maasen  serving  as 
senior  keeper  completed  30  years  service. 

Through  the  benevolence  of  Leonard  Martin  and  The  Cannery, 
a  trained  penguin  show  has  been  installed  in  Storyland  complete 
with  all  equipment  to  delight  audiences  at  showtime. 

Dependent  upon  Stanford  and  the  University  of  California 
and  other  scientific  laboratories  to  coordinate  animal  studies 
and  behavioral  patterns  of  animal  life,  the  zoo  is  equally 


dependent  upon  voluntary  veterinary  help  as  funds  are  insuf- 
ficient for  these  purposes. 

Death  of  27  animals  last  year  resulted  from  such  causes 
as  pneumonia,  absessed  tooth,  foot  problems,  flu,  enteritis, 
birth  complications,  broken  neck,  cancer,  ulcers  and  other 
intestinal  infections  not  unlike  those  of  people.   Unquestion- 
ably, many  of  these  need  not  have  died  if  the  zoo  had  a  proper 
animal  hospital  or  competent  and  adequate  veterinarian  services, 

The  Veterinary  Department  at  the  University  of  California, 
Davis,  assisted  by  our  veterinarian,  provided  unique  assistance 
in  the  repair  of  an  elephant's  tail.   The  elephant  was  safely 
immobilized  with  a  drug  on  two  occasions  and  the  tail,  which 
had  been  a  constant  problem  for  the  elephant  and  the  zoo,  was 
successfully  repaired.   The  entire  procedure  was  recorded 
scientifically  and  on  video  tape  and  was  used  and  will  be 
used  for  educational  purposes  by  the  veterinary  school. 


MEET  IGOR,  OUR  FIRST  WALRUS  ,  AND  FRIEND. 
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Some  of  our  Zoo  residents.   Photography  by  C.  Richard  Woodrum, 
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New  arrivals  at  zoo  include  patas  monkey,  sometimes  called 
"military  or  Hussar"  and,  at  right,  a  llama  with  newborn. 
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CONSTRUCTION  DIVISION 


The  Construction  Division  consisting  of  8  building  trade 
crafts  and  3  affiliated  crafts  is  responsible  for  maintenance 
of  all  the  buildings  and  facilities.   A  resume  of  their  work 
performed  for  this  year  is  indicative  of  the  scope  of  their 
efforts. 

The  plumbing  department  received  a  total  of  2,613  work 
requisitions  in  the  past  year  and  completed  2,285  of  these 
jobs.   Varying  from  routine  jobbing  work  to  replacing  of  all 
the  plumbing  fixtures  in  a  building,  examples  of  the  major 
work  done  included: 

At  Great  Highway  Cabrillo  rest  rooms — Replacement  of 
all  plumbing  fixtures  and  renewal  of  pipe  lines. 

Rossi  &  Coffman  Pools — Replacement  of  pool  drains 
and  renewal  of  all  shower  rooms. 

Harding  Park  Golf  Course — Replacement  of  over  100 
hydrants  and  renewal  of  water  lines. 

Conservatory — Replacement  of  irrigation  system. 

Zoo — Maintain  entire  water  and  sewage  systems. 

Golden  Gate  Park — A  1,500*  water  line  along  Fulton 
Street  from  10th  to  Puns ton  Avenue. 

St.  Mary's  &  Bayview  Playgrounds — 1,800'  of  new  water 
lines. 

Recreation  Center  for  Handicapped — Installation  of  new 
sink,  garbage  disposal  unit  and  general  repairs. 

Year-round  duties  on  the  part  of  our  carpentry  department 
finds  their  skills  demonstrated  in  constructing  and  repairing 
with  limited  tools  and  maximum  imagination. 

Because  vandalism  runs  rampant  throughout  our  City 
properties  and  there  are  minor  funds  for  replacement,  this 
department  bears  the  brunt  of  the  repair  of  broken  windows, 
doors,  locks,  fences  and  whatever  else  falls  prey  to  the  un- 
welcome vandal.   On  the  brighter  side,  they  coordinate  activi- 
ties of  the  Recreation  Department  by  staging  such  events  as 
Photography  Day  which  took  place  this  year  at  the  Palace  of 
Fine  Arts,  May  Day,  Stern  Grove  Festival  and  the  San  Mateo 
County  Fair. 
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Additionally,  a  few  of  the  major  jobs  accomplished  were: 

Camp  Mather — Repaired  collapsed  beams  on  dining-room 
and  repaired  roof.   Installed  new  counters  in  kitchen 
and  constructed  new  loading  dock;  three  sagging  cabins 
were  leveled. 

Conservatory — Rebuilt  all  benches  and  repaired  tables 
and  decking. 

Provided  all  necessary  carpentry  work  on  new  mini-parks. 

Installed  over  3*000  plastic  seats  in  Candlestick  Park. 

Revamped  storage  facilities  in  plumbing  and  sheet  metal 
shops. 

Shop  work  consisted  of  building  cabinets,  furniture 
repairs,  building  zoo  cages,  rebuilding  benches  and 
a  variety  of  other  type  carpentry  work. 

When  the  carpenters  finish,  the  paint  department  moves 
in.   Plagued  with  considerably  more  vandalism  that  required 
painting  or  spray  painting,  this  work  was  performed  in  addi- 
tion to  the  maintenance  of  restrooms,  statues  and  other  public 
areas  that  were  defaced  by  vandalism.   Some  of  the  jobs  that 
were  completed  during  the  fiscal  year  were: 

Recreation  Center  for  Handicapped — Painted  interior. 

Swimming  Pools — Painted  interior  of  all. 

Kezar  Stadium — Painted  field  for  49' er  games.   Each  Game. 
And  painted  over  4,000  seats. 

Candlestick — Painted  numbers  on  seats  and  miscellaneous 
painting. 

Gymnasiums — Painted  keys  on  courts  and  striped  same. 

Stripe-Painted  tennis  courts  and  parking  lots  as  required. 

Supplied  all  golf  courses  with  signs,  as  well  as  all  parks 
and  squares. 

Various  Recreation  Facilities — Painted  interior  and 
exterior. 

Mass  produced  signs  through  silk  screen  and  decal  pro- 
cesses for  the  Department. 

Spray-painted  garbage  cans,  benches,  tables,  etc.,  in 
Golden  Gate  Park,  Zoo  and  parks  and  squares. 
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Our  ornamental  iron  and  fence  department  provided  this 
Division  with  the  necessary  labor  to  repair  numerous  fences 
in  the  Zoo,  playgrounds  and  squares,  and  in  other  facilities. 
Installation  of  new  portable  fencing  in  Kezar  Stadium  and 
new  fencing  in  other  facilities  was  completed.  'This  depart- 
ment fabricated  bench  legs,  catch  basin  covers,  and  other 
type  metal  work.   Some  of  the  larger  jobs  this  department 
achieved  last  year  were:- 

Installed  brackets  on  seats  in  Candlestick  Park. 
Repaired  backstop. 

McLaren  Park — Installed  200'  new  fencing. 

Sutro  Heights — Installed  500'  of  fencing. 

Zoo — Installed  barricades  and  protectors  for  animals. 

Constructed  600  bench  leg  brackets  and  forms. 

The  sheet  metal  department  lent  their  talents  to  the 
following  major  jobs:- 

Recreation  Center  for  Handicapped — Piped  new  lines  for 
heaters. 

Zoo — Ref lashed  lion  houses ;  screen  guard  bear  grottos 
and  installed  vents. 

Aquatic  Park — Ran  vents  for  new  heaters. 

Photography  Center — Secured  all  lockers  and  repaired 
all  lockers. 

Garfield  and  Larson  Pools — General  repairs  to  locker 
and  toilet  partitions. 

Children's  quarters — rebuilt  stove. 

Together  with  the  aforementioned  departments,  the  crafts 
of  the  cement  finishing  unit  contributed  to  improvements  at 
McLaren  Park  and  Sutro  Heights,  the  Sewages  Treatment  Plant, 
Zoo  Bear  Grotto,  Japanese  Tea  Garden,  Yacht  Harbor  and  Ports- 
mouth Square. 

The  Electrical  Department  maintained  all  the  electrical 
equipment  in  the  Division  and  made  numerous  new  installations 
of  fixtures  and  equipment.   Among  the  major  jobs  were: 

Zoo,  Monkey  Island — Ran  new  service  and  motor  for 
sump  pumps. 
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Sewage  Treatment  Plant — Ran  new  conduit  and  outside 
emergency  lights  for  plant. 

Sheet  Metal  Shop — Ran  conduit  for  sheet  metal  and 
plumbing  shop  and  hung  5  new  fluorescents  for  respective 
shops. 

Water  Works,  Golden  Gate  Park — Provided  electric  service 
for  tool  sheds  and  pumps. 

Pine  Lake — Ran  conduit  for  new  90  amp  range. 

Junior  Museum — Ran  conduit  and  rewired  5  new  display- 
cabinets. 

Vital  to  the  operation  to  keep  our  youngsters  happy  is 
the  play  apparatus  department.   All  the  play  apparatus  and 
play  equipment  in  the  playgrounds,  squares,  children's  Play- 
ground in  Golden  Gate  Park  falls  under  their  responsibility. 

Under  the  supervision  of  George  Mallick,  the  water  reclama- 
tion plant  is  constantly  challenged  to  prevent  increasing 
shortage  of  water  particularly  in  Golden  Gate  Park. 

The  Plant  was  modified  during  the  winter  months,  so  as 
not  to  interrupt  service  during  the  irrigation  season,  when 
water  is  scarce.   The  modification  resulted  in  an  increase 
in  the  discharge  capacity  by  approximately  10%,  and  possibly 
more  in  the  future.   Also,  by  utilizing  an  unused  tank  as  a 
primary  contact  tank,  the  detention  time  of  the  water  allowed 
for  increased  chlorine  saturation.   This  results  in  producing 
a  better  quality  water. 


ROADS  MAINTENANCE  DIVISION 

Roads  maintenance  division  is  a  forty  man  operation  of 
supervisors,  engineers,  truck  drivers,  laborers  and  a  rigger. 
They  combine  to  meet  demands  from  the  Recreation  and  Park 
Department  as  well  as  other  City  departments  and  the  public. 
Requests  for  services  are  fulfilled  and  a  breakdown  of  ser- 
vices includes: 

Disposal  of  agricultural  debris        2,500  man  days  yr. 

Disposal  of  refuse  1,500  man  days  yr. 

Miscellaneous  deliveries  of  decor- 
ations, plants,  soil,  sand,  etc.       1,000  man  days  yr. 

Other  operations  are  grading,  trenching,  excavating,  beach 
cleaning,  street  sweeping,  spraying  and  watering  with  man 
operated  equipment  all  aimed  to  keep  San  Francisco  Beautiful. 
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ENGINEERING  DIVISION  -  DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS 
Progress  Report  on  John  McLaren  Park 


Development  of  John  McLaren  Park  began  in  1958  and  has 
been  continuous  ever  since.   Already  home  for  an  enclosed 
swimming  pool,  golf  course  and  clubhouse,  two  playgrounds, 
maintenance  yard,  police  stable,  water  distribution  system 
for  irrigation  including  a  reservoir  and  a  lake  for  model 
boats,  ambitious  plans  continue  to  take  shape. 

Projects  that  have  been  completed  or  under  construction 
during  1968-69  include  the  following:   Re-alignment  of  a 
portion  of  Shelley  Drive  in  the  vicinity  of  Peru  Avenue  and 
Burrows  Street,  installation  of  an  irrigation  system,  storage 
lake  slide  corrections  and  pipe  repair,  John  McNab  Lake 
shoreline  development,  installation  of  an  automatic  irriga- 
tion system  and  landscaping  of  Mansell  Street  from  University 
Street  to  Shelley  Drive  and  pavement  restoration  on  Sunnydale 
Avenue  Extension  from  the  Persia  Avenue  entrance  to  the  Park 
to  Sunnydale  Avenue. 

Plans  and  specifications  have  been  completed  for  the 
grading  and  landscaping  of  the  Harvard-Burrows  Area.   The 
approval  of  the  State  is  necessary  before  construction  can 
proceed,  as  project  funding  is  made  possible  through  the 
State  Beach,  Park,  Recreational  and  Historical  Facilities 
Bond  Act  of  1964. 

Projects  in  the  design  state  include:  The  Mansell-University 
Recreation  Area — an  estimated  cost  of  $200,000  is  assigned  to 
J.  Francis  Ward,  A. I. A.   This  will  include  a  day  camp,  picnic 
areas,  tennis  courts,  clubhouse,  irrigation  and  other  recrea- 
tional facilities.  An   amphitheater — estimated  construction 
cost  of  $220,000  has  been  assigned  to  Yuill-Thornton,  Warner 
and  Levikow,  Inc.   Construction  is  scheduled  for  early  1970. 
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MARINA  YACHT  HARBOR 
Francis  J.  Johnson,  Harbor  Master 


San  Francisco's  Marina  Yacht  Harbor  is  considered  to 
be  one  of  the  most  beautiful  harbors  in  the  world.   The 
harbor  is  actually  divided  into  two  Basins,  East  and  West, 
located  in  the  Marina  between  Laguna  and  Lyon  Streets, 
encompassing  an  area  of  7^>165  acres.   Berthing  facilities 
total  688  at  present  and  vacancies  run  to  a  minimum.   The 
potential  revenue  from  berth  rentals  is  $293,268. 

Due  to  the  continuing  surge  condition  in  the  East  Basin, 
boats  berthed  there,  as  well  as  the  floats  that  comprise 
the  berths,  are  subject  to  damage  incident  to  the  surge. 
The  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  is  currently  conducting 
a  study  to  ascertain  how  best  to  correct  the  problem.   Their 
decision,  involving  plans  and  specifications  for  possible 
construction  of  a  breakwater,  is  expected  in  the  near  future, 
in  order  that  work  on  the  project  may  proceed  posthaste. 
The  Board  of  Supervisors  is  appropriating  funds  for  this 
purpose. 

Lease  arrangements  have  been  made  with  Standard  Oil 
after  gaining  approval  from  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  State 
of  California  Harbors  and  Watercraft  Commission  for  con- 
struction of  a  fueling  float  and  chandlery  facilities. 
This  should  be  in  operation  early  in  1970. 

Harbor  Master  Johnson  assumed  his  duties  with  the 
Department's  Yacht  Harbor  in  April  1969*  with  a  staff  of 
six  assistant  harbor  masters.   An  around  the  clock  security 
service  is  provided  seven  days  a  week  as  well  as  first  echelon 
maintenance  and  service  to  the  boating  public. 

According  to  Harbor  Master  Johnson,  a  definite  need 
exists  for  extensive  repairs  to  the  physical  plant.   Money 
is  needed  for  rehabilitation  and  new  equipment  to  better 
serve  the  boat-owners.   The  site  is  outstanding.   Why  not 
have  the  physical  plant  match  the  site. 
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DIVISION  OF  BUSINESS  AND  ADMINISTRATION 
COMPARISON  OF  REVENUES  ESTIMATED  IN  1968-1969  BUDGET 
WITH  REVENUES  COLLECTED 


Soit  Memorial  Tower 
[arding  Park  Golf  Course 
jincoln  Park  Golf  Course 
Sharp  Park  Golf  Course 
iolden  Gate  Golf  Course 
JcLaren  Park  Golf  Course 
ialboa  Stadium  Rent 
iolden  Gate  Park  Stadium  Rent 
[ezar  Pavilion  Rent 
[ezar  Stadium  Rent 
i^leishhacker  Bathhouse 
Ihildren's  Quarters  -  Rides 
Golden  Gate  Park  Tennis  Courts 
Sharp  Park  Municipal  Rifle  Range 
iSwimming  Facilities 
It.  Mary's  Square  Garage  Rental 
ifnion  Square  Garage  Rental 
jake  Merced  Fishing  Permits 
"r.Q,   Park  Riding  Concession 
aquatic  Park  Concessions 
!tow  Lake  Concessions 
[iscellaneous  Concessions 
^ake  Merced  Center  Rentals 
ake  Merced  Concessions 
i'hotography  Center 
>oo  Cafe  and  Concessions 
■hildren's  Quarters  -  Food  Sales 
arding  Park  Cafe 
ancoln  Park  Cafe 
xLaren  Park  Cafe 
harp  Park  Cafe 

ezar  Concessions  -  Food  Sales 
apanese  Tea  Gardens  Concession 
t.  Francis  Yacht  Club  Rental 
■ay-view  Park  Dock  Fees 
isc.  Rentals,  Beach  Chalet,  etc. 
isc.  Sales  Property  Damage 
ummer  Day  Camps  &  Misc. 
toryland  Concession  -  S.F. 
Zoo  Society 

UB-TOTAL  -  RECREATION  AND  PARK 

amp  Mather 

andlestick  Park  Transfer 
arina  Yacht  Harbor  Mooring 
Fees  &  Concession 

)TAL-RECREATION  AND  PARK  REVENUE 


Budget 

Receipts 

Estimate 

Collected 

Difference 

$  38,000 

$   43,672 

$  5,672 

270,000 

259,400 

-10,600 

100,000 

111,118 

11,118 

140,000 

127,579 

-12,421 

68,000 

50,575 

-17,425 

38,000 

29,161 

-  8,839 

2,500 

2,918 

418 

150 

140 

10 

7,500 

8,355 

855 

145,000 

154,614 

9,614 

5,000 

6,127 

1,127 

18,000 

15,736 

-  2,264 

9,500 

8,959 

541 

3,300 

6,618 

3,318 

60,000 

61,946 

1,946 

23,000 

25,981 

2,981 

600,000 

659,965 

59,965 

8,600 

3,073 

-  5,527 

4,200 

4,232 

32 

18,000 

15,214 

-  2,786 

25,000 

27,732 

2,732 

27,000 

26,204 

-   796 

1,750 

1,955 

205 

13,250 

12,043 

-  1,207 

15,000 

18,157 

3,157 

36,000 

33,744 

-  2,256 

55,000 

47,158 

-  7,842 

12,500 

13,088 

588 

2,600 

3,004 

404 

1,000 

836 

164 

7,500 

6,356 

-  1,144 

70,000 

81,082 

11,082 

37,000 

40,629 

3,629 

7,800 

7,800 

— 

600 

450 

-    150 

2,500 

8,939 

6,439 

15,000 

2,130 

-12,870 

10,000 

15,813 

5,813 

8,000 

5,899 

-  2,101 

1,906,250 

1,948,402 

42,152 

140,000 

139,458 

542 

50,000 

— 

-50,000 

171,795 

222,050 

50,255 

2,268,045 

2,309,910 

41,865 

COMPARISON  OF  EXPENDITURES  FOR  ALL  APPROPRIATIONS 
OTHER  THAN  THOSE  FOR  PERSONAL  SERVICES,  WITH  ORIGINAL 
BUDGET  APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  1968-1969 


General  Division 

Contractual  Services 
Allowance  for  Use  of 

Employees'  Cars 
Mtce.  &  Repair  -  Bldgs. 
Mtce.  &  Repair  -  Structures 
Reconstruction  &  Replacement 
Materials  &  Supplies-Resale 
Foodstuffs  (Subsistence) 
Materials  and  Supplies 
Equipment 
Fixed  Charges 

Total  General  Division 


Original 

Budget 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

Difference 

$  122,379 

S 

119,150 

$   3,229 

10,800 

15,800 

-5,000 

230,518 

230,518* 

-0- 

169,741 

169,741* 

-0- 

188,140 

94,146 

93,994 

1,000 

994 

6 

34,500 

27,777 

6,723 

385,130 

379,588 

5,542 

123,250 

120,282 

2,968 

33.788 

27i02? 

6,763 

$1,299,246 

n 

,185,021 

S114,22^ 

Camp  Mather 

Contractual  Services 

Materials  &  Supplies 

Foodstuffs  (Subsistence) 

Equipment 

Taxes  -  Real  Estate 

Total  Camp  Mather 


Original 
Budget 
Appropriation 

Expenditures 

Difference 

$  16,964 

8,725 

42,000 

350 

2,440 

$       17,710 

7,397 

38,730 

334 

2,593 

-  746 
1,328 
3,270 

16 

-  1?? 

S  70.479 


66,764    | 3,715 


Yacht  Harbor 

Contractual  Services 
Allowance  for  use  of 

Employees '  Cars 
Mtce.  &  Repair  -  Structures 
Materials  &  Supplies 
Fixed  Charges  -  Insurance 

Total  Yacht  Harbor 


Original 
Budget 
Appropriation  Expenditures  Difference 


$     200 

100 

16,000 

1,250 

145,411 

$  160,961 


$      196 

89 
7,500 
1,250 
132,989 

$  142,024 


11 

8,500 

-0- 

10,422 


Figures  for: 
Mtce.  &  Repair  -  Bldgs. 
Mtce.  &  Repair  -  Structures 
Unavailable  from  Dept.  of  Public  Works 
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ATTENDANCE  FOR  FISCAL  YEAR  1968-1969 


Unit 

Alta  Plaza 

Aptos 

Argonne 

Balboa 

Bayview 

Bernal  Heights 

Big  Rec 

Cabrillo 

Cayuga 

Chalmers,  Alice 

Chinese  Recreation  Center 

Chinese  Playground 

Cow  Hollow 

Crocker -Amazon 

Douglass 

Duboce 

Eureka  Valley 

Excelsior 

Folsom 

Fulton 

Funston 

Garfield 

Gilman 

Glen  Park 

Golden  Gate  Tennis   Courts 

Grattan 

Hamilton  Recreation  Center 

Hayes  Valley 

Hayward   Boys 

Hayward  Girls 

Herz,   Francis   J. 

Jackson 

Junipero   Serra 

Kahn ,   Jul ius 

Lafayette  Park 

Larsen  Park 


PLAYGROUNDS 

Attendance 

29 

449 

35 

681 

53 

,717 

122 

,661 

11 

,006 

41 

,205 

96 

,751 

40 

,268 

27 

,663 

54 

,012 

126 

,658 

51 

,072 

37 

,813 

154 

,270 

42 

,359 

23 

,714 

126 

,712 

51 

,406 

44 

,252 

23 

,466 

236 

,726 

91 

,188 

9 

,964 

120 

,626 

126 

,861 

33 

,074 

147 

,042 

44 

,471 

34 

,061 

43 

,016 

34 

,082 

50 

,810 

35 

,113 

73 

,812 

81 

,899 

24 

,067 

Unit 

Laurel  Hill 
Lee,  Joseph 
Levi  Strauss 
McCoppin  Square 
Merced  Heights 
Midtown  Terrace 
Miraloma 
Mission  Dolores 
Mission  Playground 
Mountain  Lake 
Murphy,  J.  P. 
Noe  Valley 
North  Beach 
Ocean  View 
Panhandle 
Parkside  Square 
Peixotto 
Portola 
Potrero  Hill 
Presidio  Heights 
Richmond 
Rochambeau 
Rolph,  James 
Rossi,  Angelo 
St.  Mary's 
Silver  Terrace 
South  Sunset 
Stern  Grove 
Sunny side 
Sunset 

Sutter,  Louis 
Upper  Noe 
Visitacion  Valley 
Wawona  Annex 
West  Portal 
West  Sunset 
Wills,  Helen 


Attendance 


25 

982 

85 

206 

19 

909 

33 

709 

45 

000 

33 

130 

38 

833 

72 

227 

58 

,252 

47 

555 

34 

,236 

13 

,390 

233 

442 

132 

,670 

57 

,618 

24 

,784 

4 

,969 

94 

080 

86 

,776 

19 

,648 

43 

,706 

50 

,536 

85 

,565 

53 

,473 

151 

,571 

63 

,448 

71 

,783 

124 

,730 

21 

,787 

118 

,979 

49 

,004 

109 

,691 

42 

,507 

7 

,105 

25 

,431 

43 

,683 

74 

,215 

TOTAL 


4,679,577 
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HOUSING   CENTERS 
Jnit  Attendance 

iunters   Point  Gymnasium  75,298 

iunters   Point  Recreation  Center    (Milton  Meyer)  38,572 

i'erba  Buena  Senior   Center  21 ,525 

TOTAL  135,395 

AQUATICS 

\quatic   Park  2,160,384 

ialboa  Pool  175,823 

]offman   Pool  103,331 

'leishhacker   Pool  131,632 

Jarfield   Pool  157,532 

lamilton  Pool  69,453 

,ake  Merced   Sports  Center  182,303 

.arsen  Pool  217,447 

lission  Pool  35,733 

lorth  Beach  Pool  148,559 

'helan  Beach  204,091 

;ossi  Pool  135,429 

lartin  Luther   King,    Jr.    Pool  38,046 

'OTAL  3,759,763 

MISCELLANEOUS   FACILITIES   AND  ACTIVITIES 

amp  Mather  25,435 

'rama  Center  13,095 

olden  Gate   Park  Senior  Center  53,196 

lusic  Center  6,085 

hotograph  Center  103,478 

osephine  D.   Randall   Junior  Museum  125,413 

ifle  Range  14,530 

tern  Grove  Concert  124,370 

ine  Lake  Day  Camp  5,217 

ilver  Tree  Day  Camp  15,034 

enior  Citizens   Hobby   Show  5,652 

arnival   Day  2,000 

ay  Day  Celebration  600 

hotography  Day  10,000 

OTAL  504,078 

RECAPITULATION 

LAYGR0UNDS  4,679,577 

0USING  CENTERS  135,395 

QUATICS  3,759,763 

ISCELLANEOUS  FACILITIES   AND   ACTIVITIES  504,078 
ioes  not   include  Golden  Gate   Park  and    the  Zoo) 

9,078,813 
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Honorable  Joseph  L.  Alioto,  Mayor 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco 
City  Hall 
San  Francisco,  California  94102 

Dear  Mayor  Alioto : 

Herewith  transmitted  is  the  1969-70  Report  of 
the  San  Francisco  Recreation  and  Park  Department.   During 
the  past  year  the  Department  under  the  able  stewardship 
of  its  new  General  Manager,  Joseph  Caverly,  has  undertaken 
several  significant  steps  to  improve  its  services  to  the 
people  of  San  Francisco. 

One  of  the  outstanding  events  of  the  past  year 
was  the  highly  successful  Centennial  Celebration  of  Golden 
Gate  Park.    An  active  citizens1  committee  under  the  co- 
chairmanship  of  yourself  and  Walter  A.  Haas  coordinated  a 
varied  schedule  of  events  which  appealed  to  all  groups. 
The  Centennial  opened  on  April  4  with  a  gala  parade  which 
attracted  over  75,000  people  to  the  Park.   Another  high- 
light of  the  Centennial  was  the  visit  of  the  distinguished 
Lord  Mayor  of  Edinburgh,  James  McKay,  who  brought  a  gift 
of  100  rhododendron  plants  in  conjunction  with  McLaren 
Week.   The  Centennial's  effect  in  publicizing  one  of  the 
world's  greatest  man-made  parks  will  be  felt  for  many  years. 

Concerned  with  the  rapidly  rising  incidence  of 
crime  and  vandalism,  the  General  Manager  proposed  inaugura- 
tion of  a  Park  Police  Force.   Through  the  complete  cooperation 
of  the  San  Francisco  Police  Department  a  park  and  beach  patrol 
was  established  in  Golden  Gate  Park  and  along  the  Ocean  Beach. 
This  force  has  been  particularly  effective  in  making  these 
areas  safe  for  public  use.   In  addition,  two  patrolmen  have 
been  assigned  on  a  full  time  basis  to  an  exclusive  "beat" 
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comprised  of  120  parks,  squares  and  playgrounds.   it  is  hoped 
that  this  force  can  be  expanded  in  the  very  near  future. 

With  the  full  support  of  the  Commission,  the 
comprehensive  management  survey  or  the  "Plan  for  Action"  that 
the  General  Manager  recommended  has  been  initiated.   San 
Francisco's  business  community  is  providing  generous  financial 
assistance.   The  Commission  believes  that  the  Plan  will  provide 
identifiable  goals  and  policies  for  the  Department  as  well  as 
improved  maintenance  procedures.   It  will  also  review  organi- 
zation and  management,  and  evaluate  existing  recreational  programs, 
It  is  anticipated  that  the  report  of  the  "Plan  for  Action"  will 
be  released  in  December. 

The  Department  obtained  its  first  Playmobile,  a 
portable  playground  valued  at  $10,000,  through  a  donation  from 
The  Guardsmen.   This  innovative  piece  of  equipment,  including 
a  stage  and  recreation  supplies,  permitted  the  Department's 
recreation  program  to  be  brought  directly  to  youngsters  in 
neighborhoods  without  immediate  access  to  our  facilities.   The 
Playmobile  was  utilized  in  the  South  of  Market  and  Mission 
districts,  Hunters  Point  and  Chinatown  this  summer.   Wherever 
it  was  used,  the  Playmobile  was  received  enthusiastically. 
The  Department  hopes  to  obtain  additional  portable  units. 

The  attached  report  details  the  remarkably  broad 
range  of  activities  under  the  purview  of  San  Francisco's 
Recreation  and  Park  Department.   As  varied  as  the  Department's 
present  program  may  be„  the  Commission  recognizes  its  obligation 
to  continually  seek  better  ways  to  serve  the  expanding  leisure 
time  needs  of  San  Franciscans. 

The  General  Manager,  Mr.  Joseph  Caver ly,  and  his 
staff  have  worked  with  diligence  and  imagination  during  the 
past  year.   The  members  of  the  Commission  wish  to  commend 
them  for  their  services. 

Sincerely, 


Loris  DiGrazia    " 


President 
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GOLDEN  GATE  PARK  -  FIRST  HUNDRED  YEARS 

On  April  4,  1970,  the  one  hundredth  birthday  of  Golden  Gate 
Park  was  observed.  The  fact  that  the  celebration  of  the  one 
hundredth  birthday  of  Golden  Gate  Park  is  somewhat  remarkable  is 
that  San  Francisco  itself,  though  established  in  1776,  did  not 
really  start  to  grow  as  a  city  until  the  gold  rush  days  of  1849. 
Much  is  owed  those  early  residents  of  San  Francisco  who  started 
the  movement  to  develop  a  large  park  in  a  relatively  young  city. 

The  historical  details  of  the  legal  maneuvering  that  lead  up 
to  the  development  of  Order  #800  in  1868  has  been  recorded  else- 
where and  will  not  be  dealt  with  here.  A  brief  digest  of  this 
history  was  well  presented  in  a  City  Planning  report  titled 
"Parks  and  Recreation  Areas  in  San  Francisco*  released  in  1954. 

Legislation  was  signed  by  Governor  Haight  on  April  4,  1870. 
Part  of  this  legislation  provided  that  a  park  containing  a 
minimum  of  1,000  acres  would  be  established.  When  the  work  of  a 
special  board  of  appraisers  appointed  by  Mayor  Frank  McCoppin 
was  completed  the  land  for  this  park  was  acquired  at  a  cost  of 
$801,593.00.  Today's  valuation  is  $80,000,000  land  with  improvements 
valued  at  $11,353,000. 

It  also  provided  that  a  Park  Commission  be  established  with 
the  responsibility  of  developing  ways  and  means  to  establish 
a  park.  The  Commission  held  its  first  meeting  on  May  3,  1870. 

Bonds  were  authorized  to  provide  capital  for  the  development 
of  the  Park.  A  contract  for  the  services  of  an  engineer  was 
prepared  to  properly  mark  boundary  lines  and  to  develop  an 
Initial  plan  for  future  development  of  Golden  Gate  Park. 

The  low  bidder  for  this  contract  was  William  Hammond  Hall, 
an  engineer  who  had  done  considerable  work  for  the  U.  S.  Army 
conducting  surveys  for  coastal  defenses.  When  he  had  completed  this 
contract  Mr.  Hall  was  hired  as  Park  Engineer  and  Park  Superintendent, 

Among  his  notable  accomplishments  was  the  development  of  a 
landscape  plan  that  guided  the  development  of  the  Park  very  much 
as  it  exists  today  and  the  basic  plan  used  to  reclaim  the  shifting 
sand  dunes. 

Development  and  growth  of  "The  Park"  proceeded  rapidly.  Before 
1900  the  shifting  barren  sand  dunes  had  been  transformed  into  a 
natural  looking  series  of  grassy  lawns,  winding  drives  and  pleasant 
walks  providing  opportunities  for  healthful  recreation  to  all  re- 
gardless of  economic  circumstances. 

Many  who  appreciated  the  park  provided  improvements  for  others 
to  enjoy.  A  number  of  prominent  citizens  purchased  the  Conservatory 
from  the  James  Lick  estate  giving  it  to  the  Park  Commissioners 
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for  erection  in  Golden  Gate  Park.   Mr.  Claus  Spreckels  gave  the 
Music  Pavilion.   William  Sharon  willed  monies  for  the  Children's 
Playground.  Other  generous  benefactors  are  remembered  for 
structures  too  numerous  to  list  here. 

"The  Park"  served  people  In  ways  other  than  recreation,  too. 
The  Mid -winter  Pair  of  1895  was  developed  as  a  stimulus  to  the 
sagging  economic  conditions  of  1894.  Besides  providing  this 
economic  incentive,  a  lasting  feature  of  the  Pair  was  left  in 
the  development  of  our  Japanese  Tea  Garden  that  grows  more 
popular  with  each  year. 

In  1906  the  Park  was  a  haven  to  those  left  homeless  by 
the  terrifying  earthquake  and  fire.  Tents  were  home  to  some  of 
these  families  for  many  months. 

In  100  years  Golden  Gate  Park  has  grown  from  an  open  space 
for  San  Francisco  residents  to  a  great  regional  park  attracting 
visitors  from  all  countries  of  the  world.  The  next  century  will 
no  doubt  confirm  further  the  wisdom  of  those  whose  foresight 
and  persuasiveness  prevailed  in  the  l860's  leaving  us  the 
heritage,  "Golden  Gate  Park". 

During  the  100  year  history  of  Golden  Gate  Park  there 
were  eight  superintendents,  most  notable  was  John  McLaren  who 
helped  develop  the  Park  and  served  admirably  for  56  years. 

Golden  Gate  Park  Superintendents 

William  Hammond  Hall  1870-1876 

W.  B.  Prichard  I876-I88I 

F.  P.  Hennessy  1881-1882 

I.  I.  McEwen  1882-1886 

William  Hammond  Hall  1886-1889 

John  McLaren  (Asst.)  I889-I892 

John  McLaren  1892-194-* 

Julius  Glrard  1943-1958 

Bartle  Rolph  1958-1964 

Frank  Foehr  1§64- 
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john  mclaren  -  superintendent  of  golden  gate  park  for  56  years 

1846  -  1943 


BEAUTY  REIGNS  AT  CENTENNIAL  QUEEN  CONTEST  HELD  MARCH  18 
AT  THE  HALL  OF  FLOWERS,   L-R:  PRINCESS  MARLENE  BRADY, 
QUEEN  PATRICIA  COLEMAN,  PRINCESS  LYNNE  JAFFE 


MAYOR  JOSEPH  L.  ALIOTO  AT  EARTHQUAKE  DAY  CELEBRATION  IN  PARK 


MODEL  SAILBOAT  REGATTA  AT  SPRECKELS  LAKE 


CENTENNIAL  EVENTS 


OOLDEN  GATE  PARK  CENTENNIAL 


The  Golden  Gate  Park  Centennial  opened  with  a  massive 
parade  from  the  Polo  Field  to  the  Band  Concourse  on  April  4,  1970, 
beginning  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Never  has  the 
weather  been  more  beautiful  than  it  was  on  that  glorious  sunny 
morning.  This  was  the  first  time  in  history  that  a  major  parade 
was  held  in  Golden  Gate  Park,  and  the  first  time  that  a  parade 
In  San  Francisco  marched  from  West  to  East.  Marching  units  from 
all  over  the  state  participated,  both  military  and  civilian. 
The  entire  community  participated  in  this  spectacular  event. 

The  theme  of  the  parade  was  historical,  featuring  antique 
cars  and  fire  apparatus,  the  Wells  Fargo  Stage  Coach,  floats  of 
historical  significance  and  marching  units  in  costumes  of 
fashions  of  previous  eras. 

The  four  Divisions  of  the  Recreation  and  Park  Department 
each  entered  a  float.  Division  A  created  a  massive  turtle. 
Division  B  entered  a  Gazebo  which  featured  the  friendship  of 
the  races.  A  beautiful  replica  of  the  Moon  Bridge  in  the 
Japanese  Tea  Garden  was  created  by  Division  C  and  saluted  The 
Expo  '70.  Division  D  depicted  the  Mission  District  as  the 
melting  pot  of  San  Francisco,  accenting  Mission  Dolores,  the 
original  Civic  Center. 

Many  hours  of  preparation  went  into  constructing  the 
floats  with  the  combined  resources  of  the  craftsmen  in  the 
corporation  yard  and  the  Recreation  Directors  and  their  children. 
The  prize  winning  floats  were  outstanding  In  the  parade. 
Baton  Twirlers,  Folk  Dancers,  Ukulele  and  Hula  Groups,  Grotesques 
and  Animals  all  marched,  representing  over  400  children  from  the 
City  playgrounds. 

The  San  Francisco  Zoological  Society  entered  three 
elephants,  one  of  which  was  their  own  baby  elephant  who  practiced 
walking  for  several  weeks  around  Fleishhacker  Zoo. 

Gladys  Bambargar,  Parade  Director  for  San  Francisco, 
stated  that  the  Centennial  Parade  was  one  of  the  finest  ever 
presented  in  this  City.   Citizens  are  still  commenting  on  how 
delightful  it  was  to  sit  on  the  grass  along  the  parade  route, 
enjoying  picnic  lunches,  and  watching  one  spectacular  parade 
unit  pass  after  another. 

Centennial  Queen  Patricia  Coleman  and  Princesses  Marlene 
Brady  and  Lynne  Jaffe  reigned  over  this  event  and  many  Centennial 
events  scheduled  throughout  the  year. 
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The  opening  day  culminated  in  an  hour  long  show  presented 
by  the  playground  children  in  the  Band  Shell.  The  Recreation 
Symphony  Orchestra  performed.  A  massive  balloon  release  was 
conducted.  As  the  colorful  balloons  rose  above  the  Park  the 
entire  throng  sang  "Happy  Birthday"  to  Golden  Gate  Park.  The 
1970  May  Queen  was  selected  through  a  drawing  at  the  program. 

The  Maintenance  Staff  of  the  Recreation  and  Park  Department 
deserves  much  of  the  credit  for  the  success  of  the  floats  and  the 
opening  day  program  because  of  the  interest  and  cooperation  in 
providing  all  the  technical  know-how  in  carpentry,  trucking, 
electrical  work  and  engineering. 

The  Centennial  events  followed  the  beginning  with  the 
Centennial  Concert  by  the  Golden  Gate  Park  Band  on  Sunday, 
April  5.  A  magnificent  Fashion  Show  entitled  "San  Francisco's 
Glorious  Past"  was  presented  by  Adelene  Ross  as  part  of  the 
Earthquake  Day  Celebration  on  April  18.  Hundreds  of  Senior 
Citizens  came  to  secure  certificates  indicating  that  they  were 
survivors  of  the  1906  Fire  and  Earthquake.  The  "Fastest  Broom 
in  the  West"  brought  out  Mayors  and  City  Officials  from  Bay  Area 
communities  to  compete  in  a  sweeping  contest.  The  Consulate 
General  of  Canada  won  first  prize  by  defeating  the  Consulate 
General  of  Mexico. 

May  Day  at  Sharon  Meadow,  Physical  Fitness  Week  and  a 
Special  Animal  Parade  at  the  Children's  Playground  were  featured 
events  at  the  beginning  of  May. 

The  Scottish  Festival  commenced  with  about  100  massed 
Bag  Pipers  to  honor  the  opening  of  John  McLaren  Week.  The  Mayor 
of  San  Francisco  and  the  Lord  and  Lady  Provost  of  Edinburgh  were 
present  with  the  leaders  of  the  Scottish  Community  at  the  Music 
Concourse  on  May  10.  The  Lord  and  Lady  Provost  were  honored  at 
a  luncheon  at  the  Demonstration  Gardens  in  the  Strybing  Arboretum. 
An  exchange  of  gifts  highlighted  the  festive  program.  Music  was 
provided  by  a  Mariachi  Band. 

The  Children's  Week  was  conducted  at  the  Sharon  Meadow  and 
the  Children's  Playground  from  June  20  through  June  25.  Mrs. 
Thaddeus  Whalen,  Chairman,  and  a  marvelous  committee  of  citizens 
which  included  our  former  General  Manager,  Raymond  Kimbell, 
presented  a  week  filled  with  music,  stage  shows,  puppet  shows, 
clowns,  animal  exhibits,  contests,  art  shows,  communication 
exhibits  and  even  a  Hula  Hoop  Contest  during  a  week  long  Birthday 
Party  for  our  Park. 

Free  Birthday  Cake  was  provided  by  the  Centennial  Committee 
and  the  Pepsi -Cola  and  Coca-Cola  Companies  provided  free  drinks, 
which  were  distributed  to  over  1,000  children  each  day.  Recreation 
Department  groups,  school  yard  groups,  private  agencies  serving 
children,  and  the  general  public  came  to  enjoy  the  events.  The 
week  was  so  successful  that  plans  are  being  made  to  make  it  an 
annual  event. 
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CHILDREN  MARCHING  IN  CENTENNIAL  PARADE 


100  KILOMETER  BICYCLE  RACE  IN  PARK 

CENTENNIAL  EVENTS 
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BALLOON  SALESMAN  CATCHES  YOUNGSTER'S  EYE 
AT  CENTENNIAL  PARADE  ON  APRIL  4,  1970 
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ECOLOGY -MINDED  LOWELL  HIGH  STUDENTS  PARTICIPATE 
IN  A  CENTENNIAL  TREE  PLANTING  AT  PRAYER  BOOK  CROSS 
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AS  PART  OF  JOHN  McLAREN  WEEK  LORD  PROVOST 
McKAY  OP  EDINBURGH,  SCOTLAND  JOINED  WITH 
JOSEPH  CAVERLY  IN  A  CENTENNIAL  TREE  PLANTING 
CEREMONY . 


ATHLETIC  DIVISION  -  MEN  AND  BOYS 

Charles  Faulkner,  Supervisor  Fred  Reid,  Supervising  Director 

Kenneth  Lowe,  Sr.  Director  Joseph  Gaggero,  Jr.,  Recreation 

Director 

The  Men  and  Boys1  Athletic  Division  of  the  San  Francisco 
Recreation  and  Park  Department  covered  a  wide  scope  of  activities 
during  the  past  year. 

The  Industrial  Division  member  firms  organized  several 
events.  They  participated  in  bowling,  basketball,  tennis,  volley- 
ball, table  tennis,  golf,  softball,  guitar  lessons  and  Yoga.  Two 
out  of  town  trips  supplemented  the  program.  The  Industrial  group 
is  self-supporting  in  its  year  around  endeavors. 

The  Boys'  Athletic  Division  caters  mostly  to  playground 
groups  with  some  outside  agencies  participating  in  various 
activities.   The  Boys'  Athletic  Calendar  had  various  types  of 
events.   Basketball,  touch  football,  baseball  and  track  and  field 
were  the  most  popular.   Among  other  activities  were  a  basketball 
pentathlon,  table  tennis,  softball,  volleyball,  7~man  soccer, 
kickball  and  a  football  feature  contest. 

The  Athletic  Division  assigns  and  coordinates  the  athletic 
fields  for  High  Schools,  Junior  Colleges,  Junior  High  Schools, 
Catholic  Youth  Organizations,  Police  Athletic  Leagues  and  other 
groups  that  use  the  City-wide  athletic  facilities. 

The  rugby  area  at  the  Polo  Field  was  used  heavily  during 
the  winter  season.   A  Centennial  Tournament  with  32  teams  parti- 
cipating was  held  at  the  Polo  Field  and  Kezar  Stadium.  Fitness 
is  Fun  Week  was  held  May  9  ~  16,  1970,  in  conjunction  with 
National  Physical  Fitness  Week. 

BASEBALL -SOFTBALL : 

There  were  two  adult  Sunday  Baseball  Leagues  conducted 
during  the  year  1969-70  comprising  20  teams  in  the  Summer  League 
and  30  teams  in  the  Winter  League.  These  teams  participated  on 
a  twelve  month  basis. 

The  baseball  fields  were  also  assigned  through  this  office 
for  the  following  leagues: 

1.  Police  Athletic 

2.  Cal  Pal 

3.  Joe  Di  Maggio 

4.  A. A. A.  High  School 

5.  A. A. A.  Jr.  High  School 

6.  Catholic  Athletic  League 

7.  Catholic  Youth  Association 

The  Athletic  Division  conducted  three  Adult  Softball  Night 
Leagues:   Spring,  Metro  and  Tavern.   The  Spring  League  had  75  teams, 
Tavern  had  68  teams,  and  the  Metro  League  had  a  record  119  teams. 
The  Metro  League  created  a  problem  in  that  there  were  not  enough 


night -lighted  softball  fields  to  accommodate  the  number  of  teams. 
In  order  not  to  refuse  entry  to  any  team,  Punston  No.  2  Baseball 
Field  temporarily  was  converted  into  a  softball  field. 

In  addition  to  our  leagues  we  also  assigned  fields  for 
the  following  softball  leagues: 

1.  Police  Community  League 

2.  Insurance  League 

3.  Advertising  League 

4.  Metropolitan  League 

5.  Fireman  Fund  League 

6.  Airline  Women's  League 

7.  Latter-Day  Saints  League 

8.  California  Public  Utilities  League 

9.  Nekkei  Softball  League 

10.  Division  of  Highways 

11.  University  of  California  Medical  Center 

During  the  summer  the  Annual  Boys'  Baseball  Leagues  were 
conducted  for  boys  from  the  age  of  8  through  18  years  of  age. 
There  were  112  teams  competing  in  these  leagues.   One  hundred  of 
the  teams  were  entered  by  Recreation  Directors  and  12  by  private 
agencies. 

The  breakdown  of  participants  in  the  various  leagues  were 
as  follows: 

1.  Adult  Sunday  Baseball  1,000  men 

2.  Adult  Night  Softball  4,192  men 

3.  Summer  Boys  Baseball  2,800  boys 

4.  A. A. A.  Baseball  1,000  boys 

5.  Private  Baseball  Leagues  3,000  boys 

6.  Private  Softball  Leagues  2.250  participants 

14,242 

In  addition  to  organized  leagues  there  were  approximately 
60  teams  who  used  the  fields  for  unorganized  softball  play. 

The  Slow-Pitch  Leagues  are  becoming  very  popular  in  San 
Francisco  and  unless  some  new  fields  are  equipped  with  lights, 
we  will  be  unable  to  accommodate  all  teams  desiring  to  participate 
in  future  leagues. 


CITY  PLAYGROUND 
BASKETBALL  FINALISTS 
CLASH  AT  KEZAR  PAVILION 


ATHLETICS  -  WOMEN  AND  GIRLS 
June  Harman,  Supervisor 
)orothy  Dukes,  Supervising  Director         Lillian  Yuen,  Senior  Director 


The  general  pattern  of  the  year's  activities  were  influenced 
>y  the  celebration  of  our  Centennial  and  Special  Summer  Program 
'or  children.   In  cooperation  with  the  Centennial,  Women's  Athletics 
assisted  during  Children's  Week  with  the  running  of  netball  games, 
tennis  matches,  and  a  hula  hoop  contest. 

The  year-round  activities  held  on  playgrounds  throughout 
he  City  for  children  included  softball  leagues,  relays,  basketball, 
rack  and  field,  mixed  and  girls  volleyball,  netball,  jacks,  checkers, 
hess,  and  an  extensive  tennis  program  both  City  and  District  wide. 

The  142  tennis  courts  throughout  the  City  are  getting  very 
eavy  use,  due  to  their  good  condition  brought  about  by  an  annual 
udget  allowance  for  resurfacing.   During  the  past  year,  eight  more 
ourts  were  resurfaced.   This  resurfacing  of  courts  every  five  to 
even  years  gives  the  tennis  playing  public  top  quality  courts  to 
se.   Neighborhood  residents  have  made  it  their  job  to  police  the 
earby  courts  and  assist  in  discouraging  vandalism  and  improper  use 
f  the  courts. 

Over  1,500  children  participated  in  tennis  clinics,  which 
ere  conducted  on  37  playgrounds  during  the  year.   At  the  conclusion 
f  these  clinics,  children  who  excelled  in  their  class  were  rewarded 
ith  an  opportunity  to  continue  their  training  at  Golden  Gate  Tennis 
ourts  where  court  play  and  etiquette  were  taught.   To  celebrate 
he  Centennial,  the  52nd  Annual  Boys  and  Girls  Tennis  Tournament 
inals  were  played  on  Golden  Gate  Tennis  Courts.   Helen  Wills  Roark, 
ennis  notable  of  many  years,  was  in  attendance  to  award  special 
rophies  for  the  7th  Annual  Tournament  named  in  her  honor. 

The  21  tennis  courts  in  Golden  Gate  Park  rarely  had  vacancies, 
hese  courts  are  supervised  60  hours  a  week  during  the  six  months  of 
aylight  savings  in  order  to  maintain  the  maximum  use  of  the  greatest 
amber  of  players.   Some  of  the  groups  that  keep  them  busy  during 
ie   year  are:   Junior  Wightman  Cup  Club,  San  Francisco  High  Schools, 
liversities  and  Colleges,  Standard  Oil,  Southern  Pacific,  Wells 
■irgo,  Bechtel  Corporation,  Bank  of  America  and  Golden  Gate  Tennis 
lub  sponsored  tournaments.   Groups  also  using  these  courts  included: 
^ighborhood  Associations,  Grandmothers'  Tournament,  Northern 
ilifornia  Tennis  Association,  Musicians  Union,  Bay  Area  Tennis 
-ague,  Youth  Tennis  Foundation  and  the  Bay  Area  ladies  Clubs. 


Situated  between  the  Golden  Gate  Tennis  Courts  and  the 
Children's  Playground  in  Golden  Gate  Park,  three  Lawn  Bowling 
Greens  are  constantly  in  use  by  men  and  women  bowlers.   The 
San  Francisco  Lawn  Bowlers  and  the  Golden  Gate  Women  Lawn 
Bowlers  have  over  175  active  members. 

The  Clubs  are  open  to  the  public  with  the  sole  qualifi- 
cation being  to  have  an  interest  in  and  a  desire  to  participate 
in  lawn  bowling.   Instruction  is  given  constantly  to  interested 
participants  and  equipment  for  beginners  is  made  available. 

During  the  past  year,  20  tournaments  were  held  on  the 
San  Francisco  Greens  with  eight  visiting  clubs  from  the  greater 
Bay  Area.  Many  lawn  bowlers  from  foreign  countries,  Australia, 
New  Zealand,  Scotland,  Ireland,  Canada  and  Hong  Kong,  were 
guests  during  the  year. 

Special  Summer  Programs  included  the  "Sports  In"  play 
day  which  included  informal  games  for  boys  and  girls  8  through 
11  years  such  as  dodgeball,  four  square,  Norwegian  ball,  and 
fun  relays. 

The  enlarged  "Come  Sail  With  Me"  program  was  due  to  an 
increase  in  interest  by  St.  Francis  Yacht  Club  members,  and 
more  children  had  a  chance  to  sail  on  San  Francisco  Bay.   Ages 
of  the  children  ranged  from  8  through  16  and  the  number  varied 
from  4  to  12  per  boat.   Playgrounds  that  participated  were 
selected  from  all  areas  of  the  City.   In  most  cases,  lunches 
were  provided  by  the  yacht  owners. 

Another  special  event  during  the  year  was  the  Cupcake 
Tourney  which  was  mixed  slow  pitch  softball.   This  special 
activity  was  held  in  four  locations  and  families  were  encouraged 
to  attend.   Approximately  175  children  and  adults  participated 
and  refreshments  were  served  at  the  end  of  the  round  robin  play 
day.   Two  special  children's  tennis  tournaments  were  held,  one 
during  Easter  vacation  for  mixed  doubles  played  by  children 
representing  various  playgrounds,  and  a  Thanksgiving  interclub 
tennis  jamboree  was  enjoyed  by  the  children  with  tennis  interests 
in  the  City. 

The  Industrial  Division  is  a  unique  and  self-supporting 
adult  program  comprised  of  53  member  firms  within  the  City. 
There  were  twenty  activities  directed  by  this  Division  including 
tennis,  volleyball,  bowling,  table  tennis,  soccer,  golf,  softball, 
and  basketball.   Individual  activities  of  tennis  clinics,  swimming, 
guitar  clinics,  Yoga  and  two  weekend  excursions  helped  complete  a 
well-rounded  recreational  program  for  the  working  adult  of  San 
Francisco.   Award  dinners  were  held  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
tournaments  with  over  three-fourths  of  the  participants  attending. 
Over  4,200  people  joined  in  these  activities. 
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THIS  WAS  THE  SCENE  FOR  JUNIOR  HULA  HOOP  CHAMPIONS 


AT  FUNSTON  PLAYGROUND 
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RECREATION  AREA  SUPERVISION 

Area  Supervisors:   Harold  Flinn  Ronald  Juvland 

Peter  Ashe  Robert  Schumacher 


During  the  past  year,  as  a  result  of  the  combined  evalua- 
tions and  suggestions  from  all  recreation  personnel,  the  boundaries 
of  the  4  Divisions  or  Areas  supervised  by  the  Recreation  Area 
Supervisors  were  revised. 

Dropped  from  the  Recreation  Area  Supervision  were  the  Big 
Rec  Baseball  facility  and  the  Golden  Gate  Tennis  Courts  in  favor 
of  supervision  by  the  Athletic  Division. 

The  Golden  Gate  Senior  Center  joined  the  Yerba  Buena 
Senior  Center  in  being  supervised  by  the  Supervising  Director 
in  charge  of  Tiny  Tots  and  Senior  Citizens. 

Following  the  same  line  of  thought,  the  Stern  Grove  complex, 
including  the  Wawona  Clubhouse  and  Pine  Lake,  became  the  responsi- 
bility as  to  Recreation  Personnel  of  the  Supervising  Director, 
Special  Activities  Section. 

The  remaining  69  units  were  placed  geographically  inside 
4  boundaries  or  divisions,  in  an  effort  to  as  much  as  possible 
include  all  ethnic  groups  within  each  boundary.  Also  considered 
in  the  revision  was  a  better  or  more  equitable  plan  for  the  greater 
ease  In  the  supervision  of  personnel  and  program. 

Certain  public  and  private  agencies  or  groups  have  always 
had  a  continuing  interest  in  our  recreation  programs,  but  recently 
there  has  been  a  greater  interest  by  individuals  neighborhing  the 
various  units  for  a  more  sophisticated  or  formal  type  of  recrea- 
tion programming  from  Tiny  Tots  through  Senior  Citizens.  This 
trend,  with  our  efforts  to  satisfy  the  requests,  must  necessarily 
limit  the  supervision  of  the  "Free  Play"  type  of  recreation. 

The  4  Areas  participated  in  the  Centennial  Parade  competing 
for  a  special  prize  for  the  most  outstanding  float.   Several 
hundred  children  from  various  units  marched  in  the  Parade  on 
April  4,  1970.   The  Divisions  also  took  an  active  role  in  the 
highly  successful  Children's  Week  in  Golden  Gate  Park. 

The  management  of  the  Giants  Baseball  Team  through  our 
personnel  gave  every  youngster  in  San  Francisco  the  opportunity 
to  attend  at  least  one  home  game  free  of  admission  charge. 

Yachtsmen  in  and  around  the  Bay  region  entertained  youngsters 
from  our  various  units  by  enthusiastically  taking  part  in  the 
"Come  Sail  With  Me"  program. 


Portions  of  the  Special  Summer  Fund  were  also  used  for 
20  out  of  town  "Free  Bus"  trips  for  youngsters  from  units  in  the 
poverty  areas.   Car  tickets  were  purchased  to  transport  youngsters 
free  of  charge  to  many  functions  in  the  City,   The  Fund  also 
financed  the  Community  Removal  of  Unsightly  Debris  (C.R.U.D.)  Day 
and  the  Huckleberry  Finn  Days,  the  latter  at  Lake  Merced. 


A  "slam"  at  teenage  City -wide  Volleyball  Tournament 
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THE  SUMMER  PROGRAM  AGAIN  BENEFITED  BY  FREE  TICKETS 
TO  SAN  FRANCISCO  GIANTS  GAMES.   SEEN  TOSSING  OUT  THE 
FIRST  BALL  AT  GIANTS  OPENER  IN  CANDLESTICK  PARK  IS 
JOSEPH  CAVERLY,  GENERAL  MANAGER. 
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ARTS  AND  CRAFTS 

Raymond  Joe,  Supervising  Director 

Barbara  Totheroh,  Sr.  Recreation  Director 


The  program  in  Arts  and  Crafts  grew  in  scope  and  quality 
during  the  year  due  to  the  combined  efforts  put  forth  by  our 
staff  at  the  recreation  centers  and  playgrounds  throughout  the 
City.   Also,  a  great  deal  of  thanks  must  be  given  to  the 
volunteers  and  the  Adult  Education  Division  of  the  San  Francisco 
Unified  School  District  for  their  efforts  and  cooperation. 

The  various  recreation  centers,  playgrounds,  and  senior 
centers  throughout  the  City,  as  well  as  the  Sharon  Building  in 
Golden  Gate  Park,  have  conducted  classes  and  workshops  in 
ceramics,  painting,  sewing,  weaving,  Chinese  brush  painting, 
and  numerous  arts  and  crafts  activities  that  meet  the  needs  and 
interests  of  the  participants. 

The  Mother  and  Pre -School  Child  Art  Workshop  -  a  program 
designed  to  involve  both  mother  and  child  in  the  conception  and 
execution  of  projects  that  bring  about  a  greater  awareness  on 
the  mother's  part  as  to  the  child's  development  and  level 
abilities.   This  program  was  highly  successful.   The  public 
response  was  so  great  that  we  could  not  take  care  of  all  the 
requests  because  of  our  limited  staff. 

Summer  activities  included  children's  arts  and  crafts 
and  puppet  workshop.   There  was  an  increase  in  children's 
classes  and  workshops  throughout  the  City  as  well  as  shows  and 
exhibits . 

The  puppet  shows  by  "Wolo"  were  extremely  successful;  in 
fact,  extra  shows  had  to  be  added  to  take  care  of  the  crowds. 
These  shows  were  held  in  the  Sharon  Building  in  Golden  Gate  Park 

Three  In-Service  Training  sessions  were  held  during  the 
year  at  the  Sharon  Building  for  the  recreation  directors  who 
were  interested  in  puppetry,  jewelry,  and  sign  making.   These 
workshops  were  very  successful  and  enjoyed  by  the  directors. 
As  a  result  of  these  workshops,  classes  were  started  on  their 
own  particular  facilities. 

Many  donations  of  material  have  been  received  from  local 
firms  and  these  items  have  been  invaluable  to  our  activities. 

Each  year  sees  an  increase  in  attendance.   The  average 
attendance  has  increased  to  3,700  a  week.   This  includes 
children,  adults  and  senior  citizens,  all  of  whom  participate 
in  regularly  scheduled  classes  and  workshops. 


r. 


SOMEDAY  HE  MAY  REPLACE  "BIG  BIRD"  OF  SESAME  STREET 
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AQUATICS 
Martin  Greenlaw,  Aquatics  Supervisor 


Public  response  to  the  expanded  Aquatics  program  this 
year  has  been  excellent.  Various  activities  both  for  parti- 
cipants and  spectators  turned  out  3,3^3,398  persons  at  seven 
indoor  pools,  three  outdoor  pools,  two  beach  areas  and  one 
lake  front  operated  by  this  Department. 

Highlights  of  the  year  included  a  "Learn  to  Swim" 
campaign  conducted  in  cooperation  with  the  American  Red  Cross 
during  the  summer  months.  The  program  provided  intensive 
swimming  instruction  for  30,000  children  from  ages  8  through 
17.   In  addition,  350  youngsters  gained  worthwhile  experience 
by  acting  as  instructors  and  administrative  aides. 

Each  year  sees  an  increase  in  the  number  of  groups  using 
the  Department's  Aquatics  facilities  to  enrich  their  own  programs. 
A  number  of  Boy  Scout  Troops,  Camp  Fire  Girls,  the  Cameron  House, 
and  Canon  Kip  were  welcomed  during  the  year. 

The  San  Francisco  Merionettes  represented  the  City  in 
synchronized  swimming  events  throughout  the  United  States  and 
won  numerous  individual  and  team  championships.   Sponsoring 
eight  intra -departmental  swimming  teams  in  competition, 
Aquatics  enabled  the  most  outstanding  swimmers  to  compete  in 
meets  throughout  California  while  representing  the  San  Francisco 
Recreation  and  Park  Department. 

Public  instruction  in  various  phases  of  swimming  was 
conducted  at  the  seven  indoor  pools.   Classes  were  offered  for 
adults,  children,  and  pre-schoolers  with  over  15,000  individuals 
actively  participating.  More  than  2,000  handicapped  persons 
utilized  the  aquatic  facilities. 

In  cooperation  with  the  Red  Cross  and  the  Lake  Merced 
Sailing  Club,  Aquatics  sponsored  classes  in  rowing  and  sailing, 
more  than  300  youngsters  participated  in  the  program  which  was 
given  over  a  six-month  period  at  Lake  Merced.   Also  Lake  Merced 
has  an  excellent  fishing  program  which  provides  adults  and 
children  an  opportunity  to  catch  rainbow  trout  from  May  through 
December. 

The  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.,  Pool,  located  in  the  Bay  View 
District,  opened  to  the  public  August  3,  1968.   A  complete  aquatics 
program  is  offered  to  the  public  throughout  the  year.   Response  to 
the  program  has  been  very  encouraging.   This  is  the  pool  for  which 
Mayor  Alioto  initiated  the  funding. 

A  220  foot  fishing  pier  near  Candlestick  Park  was  opened 
to  the  public  June  16,  1969. 


JUNIOR  FISHERMEN  ARE  ENTHUSIASTIC 
ABOUT  HUCK  FINN  DAYS  AT  LAKE  MERCED 
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DRAMA  AND  DANCE  DIVISION 
Sue  Dorsey,  Supervisor 


The  Recreational  Arts  Building  at  50  Scott  Street  is 
headquarters  for  the  Drama  and  Dance  Division.   Here  the 
numerous  Drama  and  Dance  activities  that  are  conducted  on  a 
City-wide  basis  are  planned,  supervised  and  organized  by  the 
staff.   Dance  files,  a  Drama  Library,  Puppetry  Workshop,  and 
the  Costume  and  Property  sections  are  maintained  for  the  use 
of  all  the  recreation  directors. 

Weekly  activities  are  conducted  at  Recreational  Arts 
Building  in  Folk,  Square  and  Round  Dancing,  Social  Dancing, 
Modern  Dancing,  Junior  Ballet,  Teen  Polk  and  Souare  Dancing, 
Junior  Drama,  Puppetry,  Afro-Cuban  Dancing  and  Adult  Story- 
telling class.   Special  classes  for  women  only  are  conducted 
in  Modern  Dance,  and  a  morning  class  is  conducted  in  Folk, 
Square  and  Round  Dancing  for  homemakers. 

Weekly  activities  are  conducted  at  most  recreation 
centers  and  playgrounds.   The  program  includes  Storytelling, 
Story  Play,  Creative  Dramatics,  Play  Production,  Folk  Dancing 
for  boys  and  girls,  Folk,  Square  and  Round  Dancing  for  adults, 
Afro-Cuban  Dancing  and  Ballet.   Puppetry  is  also  a  successful 
weekly  activity. 

Ethnic  dance  groups  participated  in  several  City-wide 
programs  including  the  Carnival  of  the  Animals.   Senior 
Citizens  dance  groups  performed  at  Senior  Citizens  Day  and 
at  the  Hobby  Show  presented  in  the  Emporium. 

Important  annual  City -wide  programs  organized  and 
conducted  by  this  Division  were:   The  Carnival  of  the  Animals 
at  Stern  Grove  (a  pageant  with  a  cast  of  1100  children  and 
adults);  May  Day  Festival  at  Sharon  Meadow;  Doll  Show  at  the 
Hall  of  Flowers;  Joseph  Lee  Day  at  Sharon  Meadow;  Christmas 
Tableaux,  and  Drama  Expression  Days  at  Hamilton,  Sunset,  Upper 
Noe  and  Portola  Recreation  Centers. 

Three  new  programs  which  added  greatly  to  the  summer 
activities  were  African  Storytelling  by  Howard  Davis,  Nan 
Susac's  Variety  Puppet  Shows,  and  the  St.  Mary's  Recreation 
Center  Traveling  Marionette  Show. 

As  in  past  years,  puppet  shows  were  conducted  by  the 
famous  San  Francisco  Puppeteer,  Wolo.   He  played  to  capacity 
audiences  in  the  Sharon  Building  at  all  performances. 
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Special  programs  given  as  a  Community  Service  were: 
Regional  Folk  Dance  Festivals  at  Kezar  Pavilion  and  Funston 
Recreation  Center;  Monthly  Folk  Dance  parties  at  Glen  Park; 
Special  Dance  parties  at  Recreational  Arts  Building;  Dance 
programs  for  Laguna  Honda  Home;  Aquatic  Park  Senior  Center; 
Oakland  Cultural  Arts  Institute;  East  Bay  Women's  Dance  Circle; 
Dance  Masters  of  America;  Precita  Street  Fair;  Columbus  Day 
Pageant;  St.  Patrick's  Celebration,  and  United  Nationalities 
of  San  Francisco. 

The  repertory  company  of  ACT  presented  a  children's  play 
at  Hamilton  Recreation  Center. 

Our  costume  section  provides  costumes  and  properties 
for  many  special  holiday  programs  throughout  the  year  when 
called  upon  by  recreation  directors  for  services.  Over  400 
Day  Camp  scarves  are  repaired  and  laundered  each  week.  Table- 
cloths for  Stern  Grove  and  all  costumes  used  are  washed  and 
maintained  after  each  event.   Besides  the  regular  costume  work, 
the  sewing  division  does  such  specialized  jobs  as  flag  repair- 
ing, dedication  drapes  and  making  ground  cloths  for  bedding 
plants  for  the  Golden  Gate  Park  Nursery. 

This  year,  due  to  the  Centennial,  the  Drama  and  Dance 
Division  in  cooperation  with  the  Music  Division  conducted 
many  special  activities  beyond  the  normal  program  (see  Golden 
Gate  Park  Centennial). 
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MASTER  PUPPETEER  WOLO  "WOWS"  HIS  AUDIENCE 
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HANDICAPPED  SERVICES 

Edward  R.  Kelly,  Supervising  Director 

Joseph  L.  Ardanaz,  Senior  Director 


San  Francisco's  Recreation  and  Park  Department  continues 
to  lead  the  way  in  providing  a  vital  community  need  of  Recreation 
Services  for  the  Handicapped.   Through  organized  recreational 
activities  of  social  interaction  and  a  philosophy  of  individuals 
first  and  handicapped  second,  participation  in  our  various 
programs  continues  to  grow.   Expressing  themselves  physically, 
mentally,  and  emotionally,  our  programs  are  succeeding  in 
serving  the  recreation  needs  of  the  handicapped. 

JACKSON  -  VISTA  KEY  FRIENDSHIP  CLUB:   The  club  celebrated 
its  fourth  anniversary  on  March  19,  1970,  with  an  evening  dance 
and  refreshments  for  175  members.   Registration  has  increased  to 
340  members,  and  meetings  are  held  every  Tuesday  and  Thursday 
throughout  the  year.   Many  members  have  been  able  to  secure  job 
placements  in  sheltered  workshops  and  other  agency  employment. 
Approximately  10,400  handicapped  persons  were  served  at  Jackson 
Playground. 

High  points  included:   Special  classes  held  in  the  spring 
and  fall  (woodshop,  body  rhythms,  cooking,  swimming,  arts  and 
crafts  and  dramatic  expression) .   One  hundred  and  ninety  members 
were  presented  with  graduation  certificates.   Monthly  birthday 
parties,  athletic  games,  social  dancing,  visits  to  a  coffee 
processing  plant  and  a  meat  packing  company  were  held.   During 
the  summer  vacation,  bus  trips  were  scheduled  to  Santa  Cruz 
Beach,  Muir  Woods,  Beringer  Winery  at  St.  Helena,   California, 
Lake  Anza,  Berkeley  and  Coyote  Point  Beach,  San  Mateo,  California 
Four  Giant  baseball  games  were  attended.   Theme  dances  for 
Easter,  Halloween,  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas  were  held. 

Many  individuals  and  groups  from  colleges,  state  hospitals 
and  other  agencies  visited  our  facilities  to  view  our  program  in 
action.   They  were  pleased  to  see  a  diversified  program  with 
large  participation. 

OCEAN  VIEW  -  FRIENDSHIP  CLUB:   The  club  completed  its  third 
year  of  program  designed  primarily  for  mentally  retarded  and 
physically  handicapped  people.   This  club  has  been  established  as 
a  permanent  base  for  this  particular  area  of  San  Francisco. 
Active  membership  is  now  at  128.   Activities  are  the  same  as 
Jackson  Playground.   Meetings  are  held  every  Wednesday. 
Approximately  2,860  handicapped  persons  were  served  at  Ocean 
View  Playground. 

FULTON  -  FUN  AND  FRIENDSHIP  CLUB:   The  club  began  its  fourth 
year  of  organized  activities  for  mentally  retarded  children  in 
January,  1170.   Handicapped  children  are  being  integrated  Into 
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the  regular  program.   Approximately  546  children  were  served 
at  Fulton  Playground. 

VOLUNTEERS:  The  San  Francisco  Volunteer  Bureau  has  been 
most  cooperative  in  assisting  our  program  with  volunteer  help 
as  needed. 

ADVISORY  COUNCIL:   The  individual  agencies  of  the  Advisory 
Council  and  the  Council  as  a  whole  have  been  most  cooperative 
this  past  year,  and  we  are  grateful  for  their  continued  assistance 
and  encouragement. 

GENERAL  INFORMATION:    Public  and  private  handicapped 
agencies  were  accommodated  with  use  of  our  swimming  pools  and 
special  classes  were  conducted  in  Arts  and  Crafts  at  the  Junior 
Museum.   Music  classes  were  held  at  the  Recreational  Arts 
Building. 

The  Aid  Retarded  Children  Friendship  Club's  social  program 
is  held  monthly  (September  -  June)  at  the  Sunset  Recreation 
Center.   Through  cooperation  with  Parent's  Group  of  ARC,  theme 
dances  and  holiday  events  have  been  planned  with  success. 

The  Indoor  Sports  Adult  Club  (wheelchair)  uses  the  Sunset 
Recreation  Center  for  meetings  and  socials  the  second  and  fourth 
Thursdays  of  each  month  throughout  the  year. 

Total  Attendance  (Yearly)  1969-1970  Fiscal  Year 

Jackson   10,400 

Ocean  View  2,860 

Fulton   546 

Recreational  Arts  Bldg 

(Music)  400 

Silver  Tree  Camp  9 

Sunset  (ARC  dances)  700 

Sunset  (Indoor  Sports  

Adult  Club) 300 

15,215  Total  for  Flsca: 
Year 

Note:   Attendance  for  last  three  years 

1967-1968  7,138 

1968-1969  14,286 

1969-1970  15,215 
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MUSIC  DIVISION 

Leonard  Fitzpatrick,  Music  Supervisor 

William  L.  Booth,  Music  Assistant 


The  Music  Division  aims  to  lead  people  into  musical 
activities  for  their  own  enjoyment.   To  do  this,  it  conducts 
a  year-round  program  at  more  than  40  playgrounds  and  recrea- 
tion centers,  and  at  the  Recreational  Arts  Building,  50  Scott 
Street.   Singing  groups  and  rhythm  bands  for  pre -school  age 
children,  folk  singing  and  Toy  Symphony  for  grammar  school 
ages,  Tillmany  Orchestra,  Buckner  Orchestra,  Golden  Gate 
Band  and  the  Recreation  Symphony  Orchestra  for  adults  are  the 
activities  which  make  up  the  bulk  of  the  program.   Additional 
activities  were  provided  on  a  weekly  basis  for  Yerba  Buena 
Senior  Center,  Golden  Gate  Senior  Center,  Hamilton  Senior 
Center  and  at  Jackson  Playground  for  the  Vista  Key  Friendship 
Club. 

Seven  different  children's  ukulele  classes  were  offered 
at  five  locations  during  both  Fall  and  Spring,  with  capacity 
enrollment.  For  the  ninth  consecutive  year  folk  guitar  classes 
were  offered  for  teens  and  adults.  Twenty  classes  were  con- 
ducted on  a  weekly  basis  in  the  Fall  and  Spring  for  guitar  at  four 
levels:  beginning  teen,  advanced  teen,  beginning  adult  and 
advanced  adult.  Monthly  Hootenannies  were  conducted  for  the 
advanced  players. 

Special  summer  activities  were  weekly  folk  song  sessions 
at  Pine  Lake  and  Silver  Tree  Day  Camps,  two  Saturday  afternoon 
Sandwich  Concerts  for  children  at  the  Band  Concourse  by  the 
Recreation  Symphony  and  the  Golden  Gate  Park  Band.   Two  con- 
centrated Folk  Guitar  Sessions  for  teen-agers  and  adults  at 
Recreational  Arts  Building  and  a  series  of  ten  Wednesday  after- 
noon Soul  and  Blues  Concerts  at  Golden  Gate  Park  Bandstand 
featuring  leading  professional  Black  Musical  Groups  from  San 
Francisco.   Sunday  afternoon  concerts  were  presented  at  ten 
parks  and  squares  in  cooperation  with  the  Neighborhood  Arts 
Program. 

A  new  class  in  Flute  Making  African  Style  was  begun  this 
year  and  conducted  at  Hamilton,  Hunters  Point  and  Potrero  Hill 
under  the  direction  of  Rafael  Garrett,  a  local  musical  artist. 
The  children  have  made  a  wonderful  response  to  this  activity 
and  plans  are  being  made  to  continue  it  on  a  year-round  basis. 

Participation  in  public  performances  included  the  Stern 
Grove  Carnival  of  the  Animals  featuring  the  Recreation  Symphony 
and  all  the  existing  musical  groups  in  the  Department;  Joseph 
Lee  Day  Program;  Annual  Christmas  Carol  Festival  in  the  City 
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Hall  Rotunda  (a  chorus  of  400  playground  children),  and  the 
regular  large  number  of  special  holiday  programs  for  which 
musical  services  are  necessary  at  Department  facilities 
throughout  the  City. 

Assistance  in  planning,  programming  and  presentation  of 
musical  activities  and  events  were  given  to  the  Photography 
Division,  Drama  and  Dance  Division,  Industrial  Section  of  the 
Athletic  Division,  Senior  Citizens  and  Tiny  Tots  Division,  and 
Park  Division  of  the  Recreation  and  Park  Department.   We  also 
assisted  the  following  organizations:   The  Music  Teachers 
Association  of  California,  The  Salvation  Army,  The  San  Francisco 
Musical  Club  Opera  Workshop,  Opera  Cameos  Workshop,  The  East 
Bay  Opera  League,  The  Old  Timers'  Baseball  Association,  The 
Golden  Gate  Story  League,  The  Carriage  Trade  of  the  Department 
of  Social  Service,  The  California  Youth  Authority,  The 
Handicapables  of  San  Francisco,  The  Duboce  Fairplay  Association, 
The  Recreation  Center  for  the  Handicapped,  Woods1.de  Gardens 
Senior  Citizens  and  many  others. 

Folk  Song  Demonstrations  explaining  the  History  of  Folk 
Songs  in  America  were  presented  at  three  schools  during  the 
spring.  The  opportunity  to  visit  the  schools  enabled  this 
division  to  interest  the  children  to  visit  their  local  play- 
grounds and  j<~>in  in  the  singing  groups.  We  hope  to  expand 
this  program  so-newhat  in  the  coming  year. 

The  Golden  Gate  Park  Centennial  required  many  services 
from  the  Music  Division  which  are  reported  in  the  Centennial 
Section  of  this  report. 


"DOING  HIS  THING"  -  SOUL  AMD  BLUES  FESTIVAL 
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PHOTOGRAPHY  CENTER 

John  Giosso  George  Campbell 

Director  of  Photography  Sr.  Photo  Instructor 

The  tremendous  and  ever-Increasing  interest  in  Amateur 
Photography  each  year  as  a  recreational  hobby  has  projected  San 
Francisco's  Recreation  and  Park  Department's  Photography  Center 
into  one  of  the  busiest,  most  talked  about  centers  of  its  kind 
in  the  world. 

The  operation  of  the  Center  is  unique  in  that  the  many 
thousands  of  prospective  beginning  amateur  photographers  are 
offered  opportunities  unequaled  anywhere  to  learn,  enjoy  and 
pursue  the  fascinating  hobby  of  Amateur  Photography. 

A  casual  viewer  cannot  help  but  to  be  impressed  by  the 
Photography  Center.  The  Center  is  a  professionally  equipped  and 
maintained  amateur  workshop.   It  is  well-known  throughout  the 
nation  and  has  been  heralded  in  many  national  and  international 
widely  read  publications.   Here  are  a  few  of  the  more  flattering 
quotes : 

"When  San  Francisco  opened  its  fabulous 
Photo-Center,  the  amateur  photographers 
who  rushed  to  see  it  and  use  it  could 
hardly  believe  their  eyes.  Before  them 
was  one  of  the  finest  municipally  owned 
Public  Photo  Centers  in  the  world." 

(Popular  Photography  Magazine) 

"When  a  city  clicks  the  shutter  ...  a  boom  in 
the  city  sponsored  photography  centers  is  in 
the  making.   San  Francisco  furnishes  a  dramatic 
example  of  what  happens  when  a  municipality 
encourages  shutterbugs. " 

(Eastman  Kodak  Co.,  Dealer  News) 

Inquiries  from  recreational  departments  from  throughout 
the  nation  have  been  received  requesting  Information  regarding 
the  starting  of  municipally  owned  Photo  Centers.  Honolulu, 
Hawaii;  Seattle,  Washington;  Oakland,  California;  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania;  Southgate,  California;  Springfield,  Illinois  and 
many  smaller  municipalities  have  shown  interest.   It  is  quite 
apparent  the  great  success  of  the  San  Francisco  Recreation  and 
Park  Department's  Photo  Center  has  given  encouragement  and 
Impetus  for  other  communities  in  realizing  the  recreational 
values  and  including  a  Photo  Center  In  the  overall  recreation 
program. 
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The  primary  function  of  the  Center  is  the  use  and  avail- 
ability of  all  interested  amateurs  to  enjoy  the  professionally 
equipped  (40  Omega  enlargers  and  chemicals  supplied)  enlarging 
and  printing  darkrooms.  A  very  graphic  and  illustrative  example 
of  the  interest  and  popularity  of  darkroom  work  is  the  daily 
overflow  attendance.   In  1967  the  Center  had  1,713  active  members. 
The  current  rolls  boast  2,375  paid-up,  active  members  and  it  Is 
still  growing. 

The  administration  of  the  Recreation  and  Park  Department 
and  the  staff  at  the  Center  have  wisely  realized  that  in  order 
to  create,  encourage  and  foster  the  interest  in  Amateur  Photo- 
graphy to  the  greatest  number  of  the  general  public,  it  is 
necessary  to  conduct  as  many  continuing  courses  in  Amateur 
Photography  as  possible.  The  above  plan  of  operation  has  proved 
extremely  successful  over  the  years,  and  this  last  fiscal  period 
showed  the  greatest  amount  of  attendance  in  these  classes  since 
the  inception  of  the  Center.  The  public's  response  has  been  so 
great  that  additional  classes  are  planned  for  the  coming  year, 
namely,  an  expanded,  ever-popular  quarterly  8-lecture  Beginners 
Course,  Jim  Hager's  5""lecture  course  on  Portrait  Lighting, 
Photochrome's  10-lecture  course  on  Color  Photography,  Ben 
Dobus '  8-lecture  course  on  Advanced  Darkroom  Techniques,  Jack 
Cannon's  7 "lecture  course  in  Color  Photography  and  the  special 
Activities  Committee's  Giant  (2)  Weekend  Work-0-Rama  in  photo- 
graphy . 

The  Center  is  a  busy,  active  workshop  seven  days  a  week; 
also,  many  camera  clubs  throughout  Northern  California  utilize 
the  Photography  Center's  attractive  meeting  rooms.  The  camera 
clubs  are  an  integral  part  of  the  Center  in  that  the  advanced 
amateur  club  members  aid  the  staff  in  the  presentation  of  many 
additional,  informative  and  enjoyable  lectures,  exhibits  and 
special  programs  for  the  Center  members  and  the  general  public. 
The  Center  is  by  no  means  self-supporting,  but  nominal  member- 
ship and  locker  fees  and  collections  have  deposited  in  four 
years  time,  $67,347  into  the  treasury  of  the  City  and  County  of 
San  Francisco's  general  fund. 

In  addition  to  operating  a  busy  center,  the  staff  co- 
ordinates with  the  various  Recreation  Divisions  by  photographing 
and  processing  pictures  of  the  vast  San  Francisco  recreational 
program.  This  Annual  Report  could  not  be  complete  without 
mention  of  the  Annual  Photography  Day.  This  year  the  Photographic 
Society  of  America  and  all  camera  clubs  throughout  Northern 
California  will  Join  in  commemorating  the  Centennial  Celebration 
of  San  Francisco's  beautiful  world-famous  Golden  Gate  Park. 

Photography  Day  generates  a  state  fair  atmosphere.   All 
shutterbugs  will  have  opportunities  to  photograph  many  events, 
colorful  booths,  beauty  queen  contests,  stage  presentations, 
etc.,  displays  of  all  new  photographic  equipment  and  many  other 
photographic  activities. 
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Many  thousands  of  people  have  enjoyed  Photography  Day 
in  the  past,  and  this  year's  presentation  at  the  Hall  of  Flowers 
on  Sunday,  September  20,  1970,  should  be  the  best  ever. 

In  conclusion,  the  Photography  Center  is  dedicated  to 
another  year  of  expansion  and  service  to  all  interested  be- 
ginning photographers. 


PLAYMOBILE 

Through  the  generosity  of  the  Guardsmen  the  San  Francisco 
Recreation  and  Park  Department  was  able  to  obtain  its  first 
Playmobile.   This  Playmobile  with  its  equipment  valued  at  $10,000 
was  donated  by  The  Guardsmen  primarily  to  serve  children  in 
poverty  areas  or  high-density  neighborhoods  lacking  recreation 
units.   During  the  summer  the  Playmobile  was  utilized  in  the 
South  of  Market,  Western  Addition,  and  Mission  District  areas. 
Utilizing  two  Recreation  Directors  assisted  by  three  Workreation 
Aides,  the  Playmobile  was  equipped  with  volleyball,  tetherball, 
loopo-ball,  ping-pong,  arts  and  craft  equipment.   A  trampoline 
was  one  of  the  most  popular  features. 

The  Playmobile  provides  great  flexibility  in  bringing 
recreation  to  children  in  crowded  areas.  The  Department  intends 
to  acquire  other  pieces  of  portable  equipment  including  add- 
itional Playmobiles  and  a  portable  swimming  pool.  Mr.  Caverly 
pioneered  development  of  portable  play  equipment  during  his 
tenure  as  Director  of  Recreation  and  Parks  at  Rochester,  New  York, 


Tetherball  game  attracts  young  set, 
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PLAYMOBILE  IN  ACTION  IN  THE  MISSION  DISTRICT 
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JOSEPHINE  D.  RANDALL  JUNIOR  MUSEUM 
A.  Kirk  Conragan,  Director 


The  Junior  Museum  experienced  a  most  Impressive  year  of 
visitations  totaling  130,560,  a  little  over  a  17$  increase  of 
last  year's  count.   A  great  number  of  young  people  attended 
classes  in  conservation,  botany,  biology,  marine  biology,  soil 
chemistry,  paleontology,  geology,  lapidary  and  other  science 
related  subjects.   Also  workshops  and  classes  in  arts  and 
crafts,  ceramics,  leaded  glass,  weaving,  tenkoku,  fish  printing, 
raku,  ethnic  art  and  culinary  study,  jewelry,  and  general  shop 
activities  were  well  attended. 

These  programs  were  augmented  by  new  exhibits,  collections, 
motion  pictures  and  animal  demonstrations,  physical  science 
demonstrations  and  field  trips.   Guided  tours  were  conducted  for 
school  classes,  playgrounds  and  other  visiting  groups. 

A  continuing  effort  of  the  Junior  Museum  has  been  to 
provide  a  well-rounded  program  for  school  classes,  recreation 
centers,  playgrounds,  and  day  camps  that  will  enrich  and  supple- 
ment their  program  activities.  The  Museum  program  fulfills  a 
role  of  educational -recreation  through  the  medium  of  fun.  This 
past  year  769  school  classes  participated  in  lecture-demonstra- 
tions, animal  tours,  exhibit  tours,  science-art  workshops,  art 
demonstrations  and  other  special  programmed  activities.  Approxi- 
mately 22,235  school  children  were  in  these  classes,  representing 
a  little  over  17$  increase  over  class  attendance  for  the  previous 
fiscal  year.   In  addition,  a  total  of  293  youth  centers,  play- 
grounds, and  other  community  organizations  made  use  of  the  Museum. 

This  past  year  the  Museum  conducted  eight  field  trips  in 
order  to  provide  a  better  understanding  and  appreciation  of  the 
natural  environment  and  to  provide  a  much  needed  outdoor  field 
experience.  Three  overnight  campouts  were  scheduled:  to 
Pinnacles  National  Monument,  Kirby  Cove  and  Eagles  Meadow  high 
in  the  Sierras  above  Sonora.  The  remaining  five  trips  were  to 
local  sites  in  the  Bay  Area. 

The  Museum  participated  in  three  special  programs  this 
past  year.  The  first,  the  annual  weather  balloon  experiment, 
where  150  helium  filled  balloons  were  released  to  measure  upper 
air  currents  and  wind  directions.  Each  balloon  had  a  packet 
attached  to  it  with  a  return  postage  card  to  be  filled  In  and 
returned  by  the  finder.  Wiggins,  Nebraska  was  the  farthest 
distance  received  this  year.  The  second  program  was  a  special 
course  in  Marine  Biology.   Students  learn  the  ways  of  ocean 
currents  sea  life  and  the  general  ecology  of  the  ocean.  The 
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highlight  of  the  class  was  a  working  cruise  on  a  fully  equipped 
scientific  marine  vessel.  The  third,  the  Museum's  participation 
in  the  Golden  Gate  Park  Centennial.   During  Children's  Week, 
the  Museum  presented  a  daily  program  of  animal  demonstrations 
at  the  Children's  Playground. 

The  Museum  Auxiliary  and  the  Advisory  Board  continued 
their  active  interest  and  cooperation  in  developing  new  program 
and  exhibit  suggestions.  Through  their  efforts,  a  new  position 
was  established,  Natural  Science  Curator,  Biology,  to  meet  the 
increasing  program  demands. 


SENIOR  CITIZENS  -  TINY  TOTS 
Elean  Thomas,  Supervising  Director 


SENIOR  CITIZENS: 

During  the  past  year  a  meaningful  recreation  program  con- 
tinued at  eighteen  neighborhood  Centers.   Two  new  Center 
programs  were  started  at  Sunnyside  and  Potrero  Hill.   All  of 
these  Centers  provided  leisure  activities  of  a  social  nature 
in  which  emphasis  was  placed  on  friendliness,  fun,  sociability, 
companionship  and  belonging. 

The  two  multi-purpose  Centers,  Golden  Gate  and  Yerba  Buena, 
continued  to  expand  their  program  of  activities  to  meet  the 
new  and  varied  interests  of  the  members.   Educational  and 
social  activities  such  as  discussion  groups,  painting,  weaving, 
sewing,  ceramics,  choral  groups,  trips  and  tours  gave  the 
members  an  opportunity  to  develop  their  talents  and  explore 
new  Interests. 

To  celebrate  Its  fifth  anniversary,  the  Golden  Gate  Park 
Center  held  an  outdoor  party  in  June,  honoring  all  charter 
members.   During  the  past  five  years  the  active  membership 
of  this  Center  has  grown  from  228  to  506. 

The  present  building  has  become  inadequate  to  meet  the 
needs  of  its  members.   Through  a  bequest  from  the  leRoy  Vane 
estate,  the  Recreation  and  Park  Commission  approved  the 
building  of  a  new  facility  on  a  site  at  6th  Avenue  and  Fulton 
Street.  The  directors  and  members  are  eagerly  looking  for- 
ward to  its  completion. 

Celebrating  Senior  Citizens  Month,  the  Seventeenth  Annual 
Hobby  Show  was  held  May  4  to  9th  at  the  Downtown  Emporium 
Auditorium.   Special  recognition  was  given  to  all  entrants 
90  years  of  age  and  over.  The  ages  ranged  from  60  to  98  years. 
A  center  area  was  devoted  to  live  demonstrations  where 
hobbyists  were  seen  practicing  their  hobbies.   Over  3,760 
persons  came  during  the  week  to  view  the  display  of  the  421 
exhibitors. 

The  second  annual  Senior  Citizens  Day  was  held  at  the 
California  Hall  on  August  26.   Using  the  theme  "Days  on  the 
Barbary  Coast"  a  variety  show  was  presented  by  various  Senior 
Citizen  groups  in  costumes  of  the  times.   Music  for  dancing 
was  provided  by  a  band  from  the  Musicians  Union  Local  #6. 
Over  1,400  elderly  people  enjoyed  this  day  of  fun  and  enter- 
tainment. 


TINY  TOTS: 

Forty-two  recreation  centers  and  playgrounds  provided  an 
organized  program  of  activities  for  children  three  to  five 
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years  of  age.   These  programs  are  designed  to  give  this  age 
group  a  play  experience  in  which  attitudes  of  sharing,  co- 
operation, and  leadership  are  developed,   A  large  number  of 
parents  were  involved,  sharing  the  responsibility  of  planning 
for  parties,  trips  and  the  regular  daily  activities.   The 
91  classes  this  year  attracted  117,201  children. 


TINY  TOT  GRADUATION  -  ST.  MARY'S  PLAYGROUND 
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GOLDEN  GATE  PARK 
Frank  0.  Foehr,  Superintendent  of  Parks 


The  opening  of  the  Centennial  of  Golden  Gate  Park  required 
considerable  work  and  cooperation  on  the  part  of  the  Recreation 
and  Park  Department  staff  (see  Golden  Gate  Park  Centennial 
Report  for  details). 

Attendance  in  Golden  Gate  Park  has  increased  many  times  in 
past  years.   People  are  taking  more  advantage  of  the  facilities 
and  activities.  The  closing  of  John  F.  Kennedy  Drive  and  the 
Band  Concourse  area  on  Sundays  has  proven  advantageous  to  those 
wishing  to  visit  these  areas  in  a  leisurely  manner.   It  is  very 
pleasant  to  walk  without  fear  of  traffic  and  the  noise  of 
automobiles. 

A  new  7-1/2  mile  bikeway  was  opened  this  year.  It  extends 
from  Stanyan  Street  to  46th  Avenue,  connecting  with  a  3  mile 
bikeway  on  Sunset  Boulevard.  Future  plans  Include  extension 
across  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge  to  Marin  County. 

The  new  bridle  trails  have  received  high  praise  from  many 
horsemen.  These  new  trails  have  taken  advantage  of  uncultivated 
areas,  allowing  horsemen  to  ride  in  a  rural  atmosphere,  and  many 
new  trails  have  been  added  for  their  enjoyment. 

The  Department  has  cooperated  with  many  groups  in  conservation 
programs.  The  most  active  of  these  groups  being  the  Boy  Scouts 
of  America,  Lowell  High  School,  etc. 

Landscape  and  maintenance  programs  have  been  carried  out  in 
many  areas.  The  maintenance  program  was  hampered  during  the  year 
by  the  failure  of  two  of  the  water  wells,  putting  an  additional 
strain  on  the  already  inadequate  water  system.  Only  through  the 
joint  efforts  of  personnel  involved  with  the  conservation  of  water 
enabled  the  Department  to  continue  the  watering  service  on  a 
daily  basis. 

Through  the  cooperation  of  the  San  Francisco  Police  Department, 
and  at  the  request  of  the  Recreation  and  Park  Department,  a  new 
Mini -Bike  Police  Patrol  was  inaugurated.  This  Patrol  has  proven 
quite  successful,  and  has  made  the  Park  a  much  safer  place  to 
visit. 
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STOW  LAKE 


JAPANESE  TEA  GARDEN 
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THF.  CONSERVATORY 
Clarence  Shaw,  Chief  Nurseryman 

The  Conservatory  carried  out  the  following  program: 

CONSTRUCTION  AND  REPAIRS: 

New  skylight  was  installed  above  potting  shed.   Approximately 
61  x  6'  area  on  potting  shed  floor  was  retiled.  Two  new 
benches  were  made  in  Metal  House.   A  few  boards  were  replaced 
in  major  Growing  House  Walk.  Backyard  was  partially  resurfaced, 
Extensive  glazing  was  done. 


EXHIBITS : 

Major  flower  exhibits  -  seasonal 
Minor  flower  exhibits  -  seasonal 
Year  around  exhibits 
New  plants  received 

TOURS : 


11,000  plants 
1,300  plants 
1,500  orchids 
71 


Various  tours  were  given  to  clubs,  schools  and  colleges. 
1,300  bus  tours  with  58,000  people  visited  the  Conservatory. 
A  new  guide  program  has  been  established,  using  San  Francisco 
Garden  Club  members  as  docents. 


THE  NURSERY 
Al  Ottoboni,  Chief  Nurseryman 


The  Nursery  had  an  extremely  busy  year.  They  supplied 
plants  throughout  the  Department  for  planting  and  also  to 
other  City  Departments. 

Plants  distributed  from  Golden  Gate  Park  Nursery: 

Parks  Golf  Courses 

Playgrounds  Street  Tree  Division 

Squares  Municipal  Railway  -  Cable  Car 

Mini  Parks  Barns,  Mason  &  Powell  Streets, 

Western  Addition  planter  boxes 

Beautification  Program  Redevelopment  Agency 

Youth  Guidance  Center  San  Francisco  Airport,  planter 

Water  Department,  boxes 

Hetch  Hetchy,  S.  F.  and  Housing  Authority 

Sunol 

ANNUAL  (bedding  plants)  for  Parks  and  Squares  and  other  City 
Departments : 

Annuals  total  (bedding  plants)  and 

design  materials  346,104 

Trees  and  shrubs  total  25,686 

Ivy  and  Ice  Plants  and  Geranium  total      15,000 

Flowering  potted  plants  total  6,450 

Cut  flowers  total  bunches  13,009 

Flower  Detail  -  City  Hall  -  Civic 

functions  -  Stern  Grove  -  United 

Nations 

Plants  used  9,886 
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MAINTENANCE 

TREE  CREW: 

The  tree  crew  under  Emmett  O'Donnell,  maintained  a  regular 
schedule  of  maintenance.  They  worked  on  a  City -wide  program 
designed  to  increase  the  life  of  trees.  An  added  duty  included 
the  cleaning  up  after  storms  of  broken  limbs,  trees,  etc.  Last 
year  there  were  may  storms  accompanied  by  extremely  high  winds. 
Also  many  diseased  trees  were  removed. 

This  maintenance  program  is  necessary  not  only  for  the 
preservation  of  the  trees  but  also  for  the  safety  of  the  public. 

MOWING  CREW: 

This  crew  under  the  supervision  of  Ralph  Cooper,  deserves 
special  mention.   Although  their  work  is  routine  the  Park  would 
never  look  as  well  as  it  does  without  the  efforts  of  these  men. 
They  do  an  excellent  job. 

PARK  SECTION  SUPERVISORS: 

Park  Section  Supervisors  under  Jack  Spring,  are  charged  with 
the  care  of  Golden  Gate  Park.  They  had  an  extremely  heavy  burden 
this  past  year.   They  not  only  had  their  routine  work  to  do  but 
they  also  had  to  prepare  for  the  Golden  Gate  Park  Centennial. 

Through  the  cooperation  and  efforts  of  all  these  people, 
all  the  Centennial  events  scheduled  for  Golden  Gate  Park  were 
extremely  successful.  The  whole  Department  should  be  commended  for 
these  extended  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  Park  Centennial  Celebration. 


ROADS  MAINTENANCE  DIVISION: 

This  division  under  Charles  Allen,  spent  20,000  work  hours 
in  the  disposal  of  agricultural  debris.  This  required  the  labor 
of  many  classifications,  namely,  truck  drivers,  operating  engineers, 
laborers  and  riggers. 

The  division  also  spent  8,000  hours  in  the  delivery  of 
plants,  soil,  soil  conditioners,  sand  and  rock,  etc.   Also  it 
spent  10,000  hours  in  refuse  collection  (cans),  and  2,500  hours 
in  stable  service  (hauling  manure).  They  operated  a  sweeper  for 
roads  and  paths,  and  a  heavy  equipment  transport.  They  did  roads 
and  path  maintenance,  and  also  operated  a  winch  for  a  total  of 
16,000  hours. 
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CONSTRUCTION  DIVISION 


SHEET  METAL  DEPARTMENT: 


During  the  fiscal  year  1969-1970  the  Sheet  Metal  Division 
took  care  of  the  general  repairs  and  maintenance  of  the  numerous 
buildings  in  the  Recreation  and  Park  system.  Vandalism  was 
the  greatest  problem  that  confronted  the  Sheet  Metal  Department. 
Because  of  the  vandalism,  windows  had  to  be  screened,  copper 
gutters  replaced,  line  markers  had  to  be  renewed,  etc.  Metal 
partitions  in  rest  rooms  had  to  be  straightened  or  removed. 
In  addition  to  the  vandalism  repairs,  this  Department  built  sump 
baskets,  catch  basin  covers,  ball  washers  for  golf  courses,  floats 
for  tanks,  driers  for  Photo  Center,  etc. 


CEMENT  DEPARTMENT: 

This  Department,  consisting  of  two  cement  finishers  and  one 
helper,  made  all  the  necessary  repairs  to  the  units  that  required 
cement  work.   Some  of  the  larger  jobs  performed  were:  Concreting 
bear  grottos;  repairing  walks  along  Great  Highway,  also  the  bulk- 
head; installed  play  apparatus  forms  at  Garfield  Pool;  made  and 
installed  bulkheads  at  Zoo  Elephant  Grottos;  installed  post, 
repaired  walks  around  the  perimeter  of  playgrounds,  and  shored 
up  area  along  Yacht  Harbor,  etc. 


PAINT  DEPARTMENT: 

During  the  fiscal  year  1969-1970  the  Paint  Shop,  in  addition 
to  the  normal  painting  of  interior  and  exterior  of  Recreation  and 
Park  Buildings  and  installations  for  beauty  and  the  preservation 
of  the  buildings,  also  took  care  of  the  field  insignias,  end  zones 
and  sideline  striping  at  Kezar  Stadium  for  the  Forty  Niners  games. 

Some  of  the  larger  jobs,  of  which  Kezar  was  one,  was  the 
painting  of  the  interior  of  all  swimming  pools.  The  ship  GJOA 
was  repainted  completely.  The  play  apparatus  in  Golden  Gate  Park 
and  the  Children's  Quarters  was  refinished  completely. 

A  spray  truck  is  kept  in  daily  operation  with  a  usual 
complement  of  two  men  to  take  care  of  the  striping  work  of  the 
many  parking  lots,  tennis  courts,  playgrounds,  and  other  type  units 
which  require  spray  type  work.  The  spray  truck  also  does  the 
stencil  sign  work  on  concrete  and  blacktop  surfaces,  spray  paints 
benches  throughout  Golden  Gate  Park  and  the  other  parks,  squares 
and  units. 

Vandalism,  during  the  past  year,  was  a  major  item  in  the 
work  of  this  Department.  The  fires  at  Louis  Sutter  Playground 
and  Silver  Terrace  caused  damage  that  required  extensive  painting 
and  refinishing. 
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This  Shop,  besides  the  above,  also  refinished  desks,  chairs, 
furniture,  new  cabinet  work  from  the  Carpenter  Shop,  and  maintained 
a  sign  shop  which  produced  thousands  of  signs  through  the  silk 
screen  process  and  decals  process. 

We  also  did  extensive  work  at  Camp  Mather  during  the  year. 


CARPENTRY  SHOP: 

The  Carpenter  Shop  had  a  great  variety  of  jobs  in  the 
Recreation  and  Park  Department,  from  rebuilding  the  foundations 
of  the  10  ton  south  gate  structure  in  the  Japanese  Tea  Garden 
to  rebuilding  a  cabin  at  Camp  Mather  in  the  Sierras.  The 
carpenters  also  worked  with  the  Recreation  Department  in  staging 
their  many  special  events  including  Photography  Day,  the  Centennial 
Parade  Floats,  etc. 

The  normal  routine  repair  and  refurbishing  of  the  many 
structures  and  buildings  is  on  the  increase  due  to  the  age,  and 
also  due  to  the  tremendous  increase  in  vandalism.  Limited  funds 
in  our  material  and  supply  accounts  requires  the  carpenters  to 
use  their  ingenuity  and  imagination  to  keep  the  facilities  in  a 
usable  condition. 

Carpenters  in  this  Division  also  build  cabinets,  repair 
furniture,  rebuild  benches  and  many  other  type  jobs. 

PLUMBING  AND  HEATING  DEPARTMENT: 

The  Plumbing  Department  for  the  fiscal  year  1969-1970 
completed  2,460  work  orders.   These  work  orders  varied  from  the 
changing  of  a  washer  to  the  replacement  of  a  complete  irrigation 
system  in  a  square,  the  replacement  of  a  steam  boiler,  the 
complete  renovation  of  a  convenient  station,  and  the  replacement 
of  hot  water  lines  in  buildings  with  copper  pipe.  Examples  of 
the  work  performed  are : 

Camp  Mather  -  Replacement  of  irrigation  system  in 
lawn  area  of  Lake,  1700  ft.  of  pipe 

Parkside  Square  -  Replacement  of  entire  irrigation 
system 

Jefferson  Square  -  Replacement  of  1600  ft.  of 
irrigation  lines 

Harding  Park  Golf  Course  -  Replacement  of  1100  ft. 
of  irrigation  lines 

Golden  Gate  Park  Senior  Center  -  Installation  of  a 
new  steam  boiler  for  the  heating  of 
the  building 
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Handicapped  Center  -  Installation  of  a 
large  hot  water  heater 

Wawona  Rest  Rooms  -  Replacement  of  all 

plumbing  fixtures  and  renewal 
of  pipe  lines 

Lincoln  Golf  Course  -  Replacement  of  hot 
water  lines  in  building 


PENCE  AND  ORNAMENTAL  IRON  WORK: 

This  Department,  as  in  every  year,  was  hit  hard  by  the 
continuous  vandalism  that  plagues  the  Recreation  and  Park. 
Some  of  the  major  jobs  performed  by  the  Fence  Department  during 
the  fiscal  year  1969-1970  were  as  follows: 

Lincoln  Park  slide  area  -  Installed  new 

gates  and  fencing  in  slide  area 

Fleishhacker  Pool  area  -  Installed  new 

fencing  damaged  by  automobile  -  250  ft. 

Glen  Park  -  Installed  100  ft.  fencing  along 
boulevard  damaged  by  cars 

Handicapped  Center  -  Installed  new  fences 
and  railing  along  area 

Sharp  Park  -  Installed  100  ft.  of  fencing 

Fabricated  1500  bench  leg  forms  for 
permanent  benches 

Fabricated  various  sized  sump  covers  for 

different  installations.  These 
sump  covers  are  always  being  stolen 

Did  all  the  welding  and  brazing  that  was 
required  by  the  Department. 
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STRYBING  ARBORETUM 
Roy  L.  Hudson,  Director 


The  weather  was  very  kind  to  the  Arboretum  this  past  winter 
season  which  permitted  the  planting  of  the  materials  from  the 
Arboretum  Nursery.  Lack  of  severe  cold  permitted  good  growth 
without  frost  damage  so  that  these  plantings  are  well  established 
and  growing  lustily.   Some  713  trees,  shrubs,  vines  and  perennials 
were  set  out,  mainly  in  the  areas  devoted  to  the  plants  of  Chile, 
Mexico,  South  Africa  and  New  Zealand. 

The  long  delayed  Eric  Walther  Succulent  Garden  was  started 
and  slowly  carried  on  as  time  and  equipment  permitted.  Two 
units  were  completed  and  then  the  Strybing  Arboretum  Society 
engaged  a  contractor  to  place  some  of  the  rock  so  that  planting 
could  start  without  further  delay. 

STRYBING  ARBORETUM -SUNSET  MAGAZINE  DEMONSTRATION  GARDENS: 

The  new  Garden  Work  Center  was  dedicated  on  August  21,  1969 
and  has  been  used  several  times  as  an  outdoor  classroom.   Plans 
and  specifications  are  completed  for  the  fifth  and  final  unit 
and  construction  should  start  soon.   This  construction  will 
provide  walks  and  distinctive  wind  screen  walls  to  divide  the 
area  into  four  separate  units  to  be  developed  as  demonstration 
home  garden  plots.  The  principal  one  will  contain  a  collection 
of  fuchsias  to  be  donated  by  the  San  Francisco  Fuchsia  Society. 
As  in  the  past,  design  fees  are  paid  by  Sunset  Magazine  and 
construction  costs  come  from  the  State  County  Fair  Funds. 

NEW  ACCESSIONS: 

Mr.  Fred  Boutin  of  the  Huntington  Botanic  Garden  brought  us 
an  outstanding  collection  of  Mexican  plants.   Dr.  Dennis  Breed- 
love,  while  at  U.  C.  Botanic  Garden,  collected  in  Mexico  and 
gave  us  a  collection  of  specie  fuchsia  and  other  shrubs.   In  all, 
some  399  species  were  added  to  our  Accession  List. 

Twenty-three  Crab  Apples  in  variety,  purchased  by  public 
subscription,  were  planted  to  replace  those  destroyed  by  vandals 
in  the  Spring  of  1969. 

Plant  material  was  provided  to  the  U.  C.  Medical  Center  for 
research  in  Blood  Chemistry. 

Plant  material  on  an  exchange  basis  was  sent  to  the  following: 

University  of  Washington  Arboretum,  Seattle,  Washington 

Royal  Botanic  Garden,  Kew,  England 

Hiller  &  Sons  Nursery,  Winchester,  England 

U.  C.  Botanic  Garden,  Berkeley,  California 

U.  C.  Botanic  Garden,  Davis,  California 

U.  C.  Botanic  Garden,  Los  Angeles,  California 

Watnong  Nursery,  Forest  Plains,  New  Jersey 


Plant  material  was  cut  for  meetings  of  California  Horti- 
cultural Society,  California  Spring  Blossom  and  Wildflower 
Association  and  Ikebana  International. 

An  educational  exhibit  and  an  outdoor  garden  was  entered 
in  the  San  Francisco  County  Pair  Flower  Show. 

HALL  OF  FLOWERS: 

There  were  467  activities  in  the  Hall  of  Flowers  with  an 
attendance  of  89,814  people.  This  includes  estimates  of  rentals 
as  well  as  the  various  flower  shows  which  are  free  to  the 
public. 

TRAINING  PROGRAMS: 

All  training  programs  supported  by  the  Strybing  Arboretum 
Society  were  carried  on  as  usual.   The  new  Arboretum  Plant 
Inventory  was  completed  and  is  now  at  the  printers.   This  will 
be  sold  at  the  Kiosk  which  continues,  on  a  volunteer  basis, 
to  serve  the  public  extremely  well.  Since  January  1,  1970 
all  fifty  states  and  fifty-two  foreign  countries  have  been 
represented  in  our  visitors  register. 

JOHN  MUIR  NATURE  TRAIL: 

On  June  21,  1970  ground  breaking  ceremonies  for  the  John 
Muir  Nature  Trail  were  held.  Mr.  Sylvan  Cohen,  a  local  sculptor, 
created  a  life-like  head  of  John  Muir  out  of  redwood  and 
presented  it  to  the  Arboretum.   This  fine  project  will  be 
financed  entirely  with  bequest  funds  and  should  be  well  under 
way  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Director  was  Guest  Editor  of  the  Golden  Gate  Park 
Centennial  Issue  of  the  California  Horticultural  Journal. 
Pictures  and  articles  deal  with  the  historical  background  of 
the  Park  and  its  makers  and  has  been  well  received. 

Numerous  lectures  were  provided  for  various  garden  groups 
including  The  State  Convention  of  the  Garden  Clubs,  Incorporated 
at  Stockton,  California. 
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SUCCULENT  GARDEN 


GARDEN  OF  FRAGRANCE 
-53" 


MINI -BIKE  PATROL 


Since  becoming  General  Manager,  Joseph  Caverly  has 
negotiated  with  the  San  Francisco  Police  Department  for  a 
special  Park  Police  force.   This  became  a  reality  last  April  when 
the  newly  formed  Park  and  Beach  Squad  -  two  sergeants  and  11 
officers  who  patrol  Golden  Gate  Park  on  mini -motorbikes  - 
significantly  reduced  crime  in  the  Park. 

This  squad  has  made  hundreds  of  arrests  and  returned 
dozens  of  missing  children  to  their  parents,  in  its  brief 
existance. 

Sergeant  Allan  Larkin,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  patrol, 
notes  that  since  the  unit  was  formed  purse  snatches,  strong- 
arm  robberies  and  other  such  crimes  have  dropped  sharply  in  the 
area.   The  probable  cause  in  this  reduction  in  crime  was  that 
the  patrol  was  so  visible,  a  reference  to  the  detail's  bright 
blue  jump  suits  and  yellow  bikes. 

Police  Chief  Albert  Nelder  complemented  this  unit  with  a 
two  man  jeep  detail  assigned  to  problem  areas  on  City  play- 
grounds. 

Sergeant  Joseph  Galik  headed  the  reliable  horse  patrol 
servicing  Golden  Gate  Park  and  the  beach  area  along  Great 
Highway.   This  unit  and  the  Mini -Bike  patrol  again  made  the 
Park  a  safe  place  for  the  public  to  visit. 


it 


STATIONARY  ENGINEERS 
D.  J.  Lynch 
Chief  Stationary  Engineer 


The  Stationary  Engineer  Division  is  the  mechanical 
"watchdog"  of  the  Department.   It  is  responsible  for  the 
operation  and  setting  up  a  preventative  mechanical  mainten- 
ance program  for  the  many  Recreation  and  Park  facilities. 
To  mention  a  few: 

The  7  indoor  swimming  pools  and  3  outdoor 
swimming  pools  that  are  heated,  water- 
filtered  and  chemically  treated  and  controlled 
to  comply  with  the  Department  of  Public  Health 
standards; 

The  Harding  Golf  Course  irrigation  system  water 
supply  that  is  pumped  from  Lake  Merced  and 
operated  and  maintained  by  Department  engineers; 

From  three  irrigation  water  supply  sources,  of 
which  the  greater  portion  of  water  is  from  wells 
within  Golden  Gate  Park,  the  Stationary  Engineers 
pump  and  pressurize  the  irrigation  system  with 
approximately  three  million  gallons  of  water  per 
day  during  the  peak  season; 

The  operation  of  the  beautiful  fountain  at  the 
Alcoa  Plaza  is  one  of  the  numerous  City-wide 
fountains  maintained;  and 

The  vast  number  of  heating  and  ventilating  systems 
in  buildings  within  the  Department  are  operated 
and  serviced  by  the  engineering  staff. 


SMALL  PARKS,  SQUARES  AND  FACILITIES 


During  the  past  year  we  had  some  improvements  and  a  big 
increase  in  vandalism. 

On  the  positive  side,  we  closed  off  26th  Street  between 
Harrison  and  Treat  Avenue  so  that  the  street  could  be  used 
for  a  basketball  court  and  other  games.   In  front  of  Garfield 
Pool  a  group  of  modern  play  equipment  was  installed.   At  Civic 
Center,  the  final  ivy  was  replaced  with  grass. 

The  athletic  field  crew  reconstructed  the  baseball 
diamonds  at  Big  Rec,  Eureka  Valley,  Kimbell,  Visitacion  Valley 
and  Sunset.   All  the  sod  from  Candlestick  Park  was  used  in 
various  parts  of  reconstruction  projects. 

We  decorated  for  such  civic  functions  as  the  Film 
Festival,  the  opera  opening,  the  Fol  de  Rol  and  the  San  Mateo 
County  Fair. 

On  the  negative  side,  we  had  severe  damage  at  Ocean  View 
and  Douglass  Playgrounds  due  to  fires,  and  one  hardwood  floor 
at  Joseph  Lee  Playground  ruined  by  water.  There  was  also  a 
large  amount  of  glass  breakage  throughout  the  various 
recreation  units. 

As  part  of  San  Francisco's  accelerated  Urban  Beautificatlon 
Program,  $125,000  from  the  H.U.D.  grant  plus  $125,000  from 
the  City  was  used  to  build  a  waterfall  at  Louis  Sutter  Playground; 
also  a  tree  planting  project  in  McLaren  Park.  Nearly  300 
unskilled  workers,  ages  18  to  25,  were  recruited  from  the  City's 
poverty  areas  to  participate  in  this  program.  The  project 
emphasized  job  training,  gardening,  carpentry  and  basic  con- 
struction skills.   This  was  accomplished  under  the  supervision 
of  Lloyd  Grant  and  with  the  cooperation  of  Local  26l,  Laborers 
Union,  who  supplied  the  supervising  personnel.   Also,  part  of 
this  crew  maintained  the  northeast  corner  of  Golden  Gate  Park, 
cleaning  and  planting  in  the  area. 

A  significant  value  resulted  from  this  program  when  several 
personnel  obtained  permanent  employment  on  the  strength  of 
project  experience. 
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MAINTENANCE  OF  GOLF  COURSES 


Have  you  ever  given  much  thought  about  the  work  that  goes 
into  the  maintenance  of  our  numerous  golf  courses? 

Under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Jack  Kelly,  Harding,  Sharp 
Park,  Lincoln,  Fleming,  Golden  Gate  and  McLaren  Golf  Courses 
are  maintained  all  year  round. 

Reseeding  and  resodding,  rebuilding  tees,  sanding  traps, 
applying  chemicals  to  prevent  disease  in  grass  and  shrubs, 
fertilizing,  replacing  damaged  drain  pipes,  weeding,  planting 
and  transplanting,  pruning  and  treetopping  are  just  a  few 
tasks  taken  care  of  this  year. 

In  order  that  the  greens  remain  playable,  the  grass  has 
to  be  cut  and  watered  frequently.   Complete  litter  pick- 
up is  done  each  day  to  preserve  the  appearance  of  the  golf 
courses.   Preparations,  such  as  fertilizing  the  turf  and 
replacing  fairway  grass,  were  made  to  get  the  courses  ready 
for  tournaments.   The  greenskeepers  also  had  to  contend 
with  damages  caused  by  either  inclement  weather  or  vandalism. 

All  in  all,  it  was  a  busy  and  productive  year  at  the 
San  Francisco  Municipal  Golf  Courses. 
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GOLF  OPERATIONS 
Edward  Gerrans -Supervisor 


The  new  golf  operation  program  was  put  into  effect  on 
March  2,  1970.  This  program  had  three  goals: 

1.  Additional  revenue 

2.  Diversity  of  play  from  the  heavier  played 
courses  to  the  lighter  ones. 

3.  San  Francisco  resident  preference  for 
obtaining  reservations  and  reduced  green 
fees. 

For  a  $3.00  fee,  a  San  Francisco  resident  is  issued  a 
photo  registration  card  which  entitles  him  to  resident  privileges. 
6,135  resident  golfers  have  registered,  of  which  778  are  Senior 
Citizens.   Consideration  was  given  to  Senior  Citizen  and  Junior 
Golfers  green  fees. 

The  following  number  of  rounds  were  played  during  the 
past  year: 

Harding  Park  93,043 

Fleming  69,874 

Lincoln  Park  61,973 

Sharp  Park  74,743 

Golden  Gate  52,693 

McLaren  Park  22.109 

Total  rounds 

Played  374,435 

This  Is  an  increase  of  11,184  rounds  over  the  1968-1969  period. 

Highlights  on  the  various  courses  were: 

Harding  Park  -  The  San  Francisco  Open  Professional  Tournament 
sponsored  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce j  The  San  Francisco  Amateur 
Championship  with  2,000  entries;  Qualifying  for  the  United  States 
Golf  Association  Public  Links  Championship  -  130  entries;  Champion- 
ship Flight  of  the  San  Francisco  Junior  Championship. 

Sharp  Park  -  Lower  flights  of  the  San  Francisco  Championship; 
City  of  Pacifica  Championship;  Peninsula  High  School  matches; 
Industrial,  service  and  charitable  tournaments. 

Lincoln  Park  -  Lower  flights  of  the  San  Francisco  Amateur 
Championship;  San  Francisco  Junior  Championship  with  511  entries; 
San  Francisco  High  School  matches  and  championship;  Industrial, 
service  and  charitable  tournaments. 
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Golden  Gate  -  The  19th  Annual  Father  and  Son  Tournament, 
dth  a  maxlmunof  160  teams;  Junior  High  School  Championship. 

Fleming  -  Sirs  (Sons  in  Retirement)  play  weekly  matches; 
runior  High  School  play  matches  and  Championship. 

McLaren  Park  -  The  younger  flights  of  the  San  Francisco 
runior  Championship;  High  School  and  Junior  High  School  matches 
)layed  here. 

Kids'  Golf  Clinic  held  at  Beach  Chalet  Soccer  Field, 
i'ifty  boys  and  girls  attended  the  clinic  and  were  taught  by  our 
nunicipal  course  professionals. 


TEEING  OFF  AT  LINCOLN  PARK  GOLF  COURSE 


SAN  FRANCISCO  ZOOLOGICAL  GARDENS 
Ronald  T.  Reuther,  Director 


The  San  Francisco  Zoological  Gardens  enjoyed  another  very 
active  year  with  major  accomplishments,  and  significant  steps 
were  made  in  the  advancement  of  the  zoo's  quality. 

The  animal  collection,  as  of  January  1,  1970,  includes 
1,228  specimens  of  326  species,  in  comparison  with  1,267 
specimens  of  338  species  in  1969. 

Major  births  included:  Musk  ox,  tigers,  giraffes,  hippo, 
gorilla,  greater  kudu,  sable  antelope,  black  leopard,  and 
mandrill. 

Major  acquisition  through  exchange  was  an  okapi.  The 
Zoological  Society  paid  for  transportation  and  insurance. 

Major  shipments:  Musk  ox,  two  snow  leopards,  greater 
kudu,  koala  (on  loan  to  San  Diego  Zoo). 

Major  losses:  Baby  hippo  (drowned,  age:  8  days),  saiga 
antelope,  stellar  sea  lion,  walrus. 

The  receipt  of  the  very  rare  okapi,  "Uhuru",  born  in  the 
Frankfurt  Zoo,  was  a  significant  event.   It  is  the  first  time 
this  beautiful  African  close  relative  of  the  giraffe  has  been  in 
our  collection.  The  birth  of  the  gorilla,  "Kwanza  Moja",  on 
May  26,  was  the  first  such  birth  in  our  zoo,  and  the  36th  born 
in  zoos  of  the  world.  However,  the  rearing  by  the  mother  in  a 
family  group  is  unique  in  world  zoo  history. 

The  initiation  of  the  admission  fee,  on  May  15,  was  a 
very  significant  step  and  has  been  quite  successful.   All  net 
proceeds  are  to  be  used  for  zoo  operational  and  capital  improve- 
ments. As  a  result,  as  of  July,  1970,  a  veterinarian  and  a 
zoologist  have  been  added  to  the  staff  for  the  first  time  in 
our  history.   One  of  the  first  badly  needed  capital  improvements 
resulting  from  the  fee  will  be  an  animal  hospital  and  improved 
service  facilities.   Plans  for  these  improvements  are  being  drawn 
now,  and  hopefully,  construction  can  start  about  July  1,  1971. 
All  costs  of  collection  are  provided  from  the  admission  fees 
collected.  The  ordinance  approved  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
was  effective  for  five  years,  beginning  October,  1969. 

In  the  first  six  weeks  (May  15  -  June  30,  1970),  196,021 
people  actually  were  counted  as  visitors,  and  gross  receipts 
were  $50,226.50.   An  estimated  additional  28,000  people  visited 
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the  zoo  on  the  free  days  (one  day  each  week),  for  a  total 
visitation  of  about  225,000  (May  15  through  June  30). 

These  visitors  were  grouped  as  follows: 

Adults  100,453 

Children  65,693 

65  and  over  4,852 

Organized  groups  754 

Number  in  these  groups  25,023 

During  the  year,  the  educational  program  with  zoo  trained 
volunteer  guides  (docents)  gained  strength  and  momentum,  as  a 
third  class  of  docents  was  graduated  in  November,  1969,  bringing 
the  total  number  of  such  volunteers  to  approximately  50.  During 
the  year,  600  groups  were  given  guided  tours  of  the  zoo;  13,500 
children  and  1,500  adults  were  served.   New  programs  are  in  the 
planning  stages  to  increase  the  scope  of  these  educational 
activities. 

The  zoo  continued  to  be  a  major  source  of  biological  informa- 
tion to  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area,  answering  hundreds  of  calls 
and  letters  concerning  animal  care  and  problems,  natural  history, 
etc. 

The  zoo  provided  elephants  on  several  occasions,  and  also 
a  "milking  cow  demonstration,  in  connection  with  the  Golden 
Gate  Park  Centennial. 

The  Zoological  Society  held  its  first  major  fund-raising 
party  on  behalf  of  the  zoo.   "Zoofest",  May  15,  was  a  smash 
success,  and  netted  about  $30,000  to  purchase  equipment  for  the 
animal  hospital. 

The  conversion  of  our  old  birdhouse  into  a  tropical  walk 
through  aviary  was  started  in  late  June.  The  $60,000  necessary 
for  this  project  was  provided  by  the  Merrill  Trust  Fund  ($30,000) 
and  the  Zoological  Society  ($30,000). 

Another  Zoological  Society  project  is  renewing  and  redoing 
of  the  children's  zoo.   In  the  planning  stages,  improvements  will 
be  accomplished  with  approximately  $30,000  from  the  original  fund 
created  to  establish  storyland-children's  zoo,  and  another  $30,000 
from  Zoological  Society  funds.  A  new  manager  of  the  children's 
zoo,  Mr.  Richard  Decker,  was  appointed  in  January,  1970,  and  the 
"Zoocus"  was  discontinued. 

Major  construction  during  the  year  was  the  reconstruction 
of  the  storm  drainage  system  at  a  cost  of  approximately  $240,000. 
This  system,  when  completed,  approximately  August,  1970,  will 
provide  gravity  drainage  to  the  ocean  for  most  of  the  storm  drain- 
age, and  should  reduce  flooding  in  the  children's  zoo/children's 
playfield  area.   It  should  also  reduce  the  load  on  the  sewer  pumps 
and  prevent  contamination  of  Fleishhacker  swimming  pool. 
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A  heavy  partition  door  was  installed  in  the  white  rhino 
barn  by  DPW,  with  some  funds  provided  by  the  Zoological  Society, 
thus  allowing  the  separation  of  these  animals  for  safety.  The 
interiors  of  the  large  cat  cages  were  painted  by  DPW.  A  new 
barn  for  the  tapirs  was  constructed  in  the  pachyderm  building 
by  DPW.  The  large  outside  doors  of  the  pachyderm  building  were 
sandblasted  and  repainted. 

Several  large  trees  were  installed  on  monkey  island  and 
in  the  gorilla  grotto. 

The  pony  rides  were  phased  out  because  of  complaints  about 
the  operation  and  its  cost. 

Mr.  John  Maasen,  Acting  Assistant  Head  Keeper,  retired 
June  1,  1970,  after  31  years  of  City  service. 

The  Director  spoke  to  18  service  clubs  and  other  organiza- 
tions during  the  year,  plus  numerous  radio  and  TV  interviews. 
He  also  continued  to  serve  as  President  of  the  American  Associa- 
tion of  Zoological  Parks  and  Aquariums,  the  national  professional 
organization  of  zoos  and  aquariums. 

The  staff,  as  of  June  30,  1970,  was  as  follows:  Ronald 
T.  Reuther,  Director;  Fred  Roemer,  Head  Keeper;  John  Mallick, 
Assistant  Head  Keeper;  Beverly  Rongren,  Secretary;  Ed  Soo-Hoo, 
Park  Section  Supervisor;  James  Gardner,  Janitor  Sub-foreman; 
Jay  Stewart,  Zoological  Society  Business  Manager. 
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t)?FE3    -  MOTHER    'BLONDIE'    AND  DAUGHTER    'ECHO'    (less    than   24  hrs.    old) 


GORILLAS  -  MOTHER  'MISSUS'  AND  BABY  'KWANZA  MOJA 
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JAGUARS  -  MOTHER  'LUCY'  AND  SON  BORN  JANUARY  6,  1970 
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ADULT  SNOW  LEOPARD  SHOWS  MAGNIFICENT  TAIL  AND  LUXURIANT  FUR 
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ENGINEERING  DIVISION  -  DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS 

Report  on  San  Francisco  Marina  Small  Craft  Harbor 
And  Other  Major  Projects 

The  San  Francisco  Marina  Yacht  Harbor  was  acquired  by  the 
City  from  the  Panama  International  Exposition  of  1915.  The 
Harbor  as  then  constituted  extended  west  from  Webster  Street  along 
the  north  Bayshore  to  the  Presidio.  The  Harbor  was  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  former  Park  Department;  since  merged  with  the 
Recreation  Department  to  form  the  present  Recreation  and  Park 
Department . 

Future  expansion  of  the  Harbor  into  Gas  House  Cove  between 
Webster  and  Laguna  Streets  had  been  contemplated,  and  in  December 
1939  and  again  in  February  19^0  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco  adopted  agreements  to  purchase 
the  private  interests  in  the  property  in  the  area  over  a  period 
of  ten  years.  Total  agreed  cost  of  the  property  was  $390,707. 
Final  payment  was  made  in  19^9. 

In  September  of  1950  a  report  entitled  "Report  to  Park 
Commission  on  Master  Plan  of  Proposed  Yacht  Harbor  Extension", 
prepared  by  the  firm  of  Punnett,  Parez  &  Hutchison  and  J.  E. 
Hayes,  was  transmitted  to  the  newly  created  Recreation  and  Park 
Department.   In  the  years  following  the  issuance  of  the  report 
much  time  and  effort  was  made  to  refine  the  project  and  fund  it. 
Former  Mayors  Robinson  and  Christopher  appointed  citizen  and 
technical  committees,  reports  were  made,  policies  adopted  and 
plans  modified  to  comply  with  Federal,  State  and  local  require- 
ments. 

Subsequently,  in  November  i960,  a  report  on  the  economic 
feasibility  of  small  craft  harbor  development  in  San  Francisco 
was  prepared  by  Arthur  D.  Little,  Inc.,  and  submitted  to  the 
State  Small  Craft  Harbor  Commission  as  a  basis  for  a  construction 
loan  of  $1.5  million  for  the  modernization  and  expansion  of  the 
Marina  Yacht  Harbor.   In  the  first  half  of  1962  final  plans  and 
specifications  for  the  work  were  drawn  up  and  a  thorough  review 
of  the  financial  feasibility  was  made  by  the  State. 

An  agreement  drafted  between  the  state  of  California 
and  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco  provides  for  loan  re- 
payment from  gross  revenues  received  from  the  operation  of  the 
facilities.   In  addition  to  the  berthing  facilities,  the  agreement 
requires  construction  and  operation  of  a  restaurant  and  marine 
fueling-chandlery  as  set  forth  in  the  Arthur  D.  Little,  Inc., 
report.  This  agreement  was  approved  by  the  Division  of  Small 
Craft  Harbors  at  its  meeting  in  January  1963. 
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The  first  project  toward  the  improvement  and  extension  of 
the  harbor  started  in  February  1964.  It  consisted  of  expansion 
into  the  Gas  House  Cove  area  and  replacement  of  berthing  facili- 
ties in  the  existing  Harbor.   Subsequently,  shoreside  utilities, 
parking,  renovation  of  the  Harbor  Master's  office  and  toilets 
were  added.   In  this  year  (1969-1970)  a  fueling-chandlery 
facility  was  installed  and  much  needed  wall  repair  accomplished. 

The  final  item  to  be  done  to  satisfy  the  terms  of  the 
agreement  is  the  construction  and  operation  of  the  restaurant. 
At  this  writing,  a  contract  and  lease  is  due  to  be  awarded  to  a 
concessionaire  to  erect  and  operate  the  restaurant. 


Other  Major  Projects 

Sunnyside  Playground,  Forrester  and  Melrose  Streets:  Com- 
pletion of  a  fieldhouse  finishing  the  development  of  the  five 
acre  Recreational  facility.   The  building  includes  a  large  multi- 
purpose room,  a  smaller  craft  room,  Director's  office  and  a 
kitchen  and  bathroom  facility.   In  the  outdoor  area  there  are 
benches  and  tables,  a  children's  play  area,  tennis  and  basket- 
ball courts  and  a  playfield. 

McLaren  Park,  Harvard  and  Burrows  Street:  A  small  tot  lot, 
benches  and  an  amphitheatre  for  children.  Mansell  and  University 
Streets:  Four  tennis  courts,  a  Day  Camp,  tot  lot,  picnic  facili- 
ties and  a  small  building.   (Both  sites  to  be  completed  by 
December  1970.) 

San  Francisco  Zoological  Gardens:  A  new  sewerage  and  drainage 
facility  that  flows  into  the  city  collecting  system  for  treatment 
at  the  Richmond -Sunset  Sewerage  Treatment  Plant. 

George  Christopher  Playground,  Diamond  Heights  Boulevard 
and  Duncan  Streets:  Now  under  construction  -  to  be  completed  by 
December  1970. 
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SAN  FRANCISCO  MARINA  YACHT  HARBOR 
Francis  J.  Johnson,  Harbor  Master 


San  Francisco's  Marina  Yacht  Harbor,  located  in  the  Marina 
between  Laguna  and  Lyon  Streets  and  encompassing  an  area  of 
74.165  acres,  is  in  one  of  the  most  beautiful  settings  in  the 
world.  The  harbor  consists  of  two  Basins,  East  and  West,  and 
has  berthing  facilities  for  688  boats.  As  of  June  30,  1970, 
there  were  only  ten  vacant  berths,  the  occupancy  average 
always  being  high.   The  annual  potential  revenue  for  berth 
rentals  is  $293,268. 

Unfortunately,  there  is  a  continuous  surge  condition  in 
the  East  Basin,  and  incident  thereto  the  floats  that  comprise 
the  berths  as  well  as  the  boats  berthed  therein,  are  continuous- 
ly subject  to  damage.  The  U.  S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  has 
conducted  a  study  to  ascertain  the  best  solution  for  the 
problem,  the  detailed  project  report  now  being  in  the  hands 
of  the  Chief  of  Engineers.   It  is  hoped  that  the  final  recom- 
mendation will  be  forthcoming  shortly  in  order  that  work  re- 
required  may  proceed  without  undue  delay;  funds  for  this 
project  have  been  appropriated  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 

A  fueling  float,  including  chandlery  facilities,  was 
opened  in  the  East  Basin  on  May  29,  1970.  These  facilities 
are  available  to  the  boating  public. 

The  present  Harbor  Master  assumed  his  duties  in  April, 
1969,  and  he  has  a  staff  of  five  assistant  harbor  masters. 
Continuous  security  service  is  provided  seven  days  a  week 
for  the  boating  public,  the  staff  also  providing  first 
echelon  maintenance  for  the  facilities. 

The  physical  plant  is  in  definite  need  of  extensive 
repairs  and  rehabilitation.  In  several  areas  the  plant  has 
deteriorated  to  such  an  extent  as  to  involve  a  real  danger 
to  people  using  the  facilities.  There  is  also  a  real  need 
for  additional  capital  equipment  in  order  that  the  boating 
public  may  be  better  served. 
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RECREATION  8c  PARK  DEPARTMENT 
DIVISION  OF  BUSINESS  AND  ADMINISTRATION 
COMPARISON  OF  REVENUES  ESTIMATED  IN  1969-1970  BUDGET 
WITH  REVENUES  COLLECTED 


Budget 
Estimate 


5 


4-0,000 

270,000 

116,000 

14-0,000 

65,000 

31,000 

2,500 

7,000 

148,000 

6,000 

6,000 

15,000 


Coit  Memorial  Tower 

Harding  Park  Golf  Course 

Lincoln  Park  Golf  Course 

Sharp  Park  Golf  Course 

Golden  Gate  Golf  Course 

McLaren  Park  Golf  Course 

Balboa  Stadium  Rent 

Golden  Gate  Park  Stadium  Rent 

Kezar  Pavilion  Rent 

Kezar  Stadium  Rent 

Fleishhacker  Bathhouse 

Storyland  Concession-S.F.Zoo  Society 

Childrens'  Quarters-  Rides 

Golden  Gate  Park  Tennis  Fees  &  Concess.  9,200 

Candlestick  Park  -  Concessions 

Candlestick  Park  -  Rental 

Candlestick  Park  -  Parking 

Sharp  Park  Rifle  Range  Fees 

Swimming  Facilities 

St.  Mary's  Square  Garage  Rent 

Union  Square  Garage  Rent 

Lake  Merced  Fishing  Permits 

G.G.  Park  Horse  &  Riding  Concession 

Concessions  -  Aquatic  Park 

Concessions  -  Stow  Lake  Boathouse 

Concessions  -  Miscellaneous 

Lake  Merced  Sports  Center  Rentals 

Concessions  -  Lake  Merced  Boathouse 

Photography  Center  Fees 


5,000 
63,000 
24,000 
630,000 
7,000 
4,200 
14,000 
27,000 
28,000 
2,000 
12,000 
17,000 
Zoo  Concessions-Cafe  -S.F.Zoo  Society  39,000 
Childrens1  Quarters  -  Food  Sales  49,000 
Harding  Park  Cafe  14,000 

Lincoln  Park  Cafe  2,800 

McLaren  Park  Cafe  800 

Sharp  Park  Cafe  7,500 

Kezar  Concessions  -  Food  Sales  75,000 
Japanese  Tea  Garden  Concession  39,000 
St. Francis  Yacht  Clubhouse  7,800 

Bayview  Park  Dock  Fees 

Misc.  Rentals  &  Beach  Chalet, etc.  5,000 
Day  Camps,  Damage  Claims  &  Misc.  Sales  10,000 
Golf  Registrations 


SUB  -TOTAL  RECREATION  &  PARK 

Camp  Mather 

Marina  Yacht  Harbor  Mooring  Fees 

&  Concessions 
iZoo  Admission  Fees 

TCTAL-RECREATION  &  PARK  REVENUE 


$1,938,800 
143,000 


248,838 


Receipts 
Collected 


44- 

318 

123 

159 

56 

30 

1 

7 

140 

6 

5 

16 

10 

41 

125 

89 

7 

59 

26 

678 

10 

16 

32 

28 

2 

13 

15 

37 

50 

8 

3 

4 

79 

41 

7 

1% 
18 


$2,347 
116 

270 
5p_ 


$2,330,638 


$2,785 


951 
120 
766 
166 
604 
451 
590 

644 
279 
248 
697 
674 
408 
349 
000 

355 
212 
399 
472 
44-5 
551 
582 
887 
227 
384 
170 
556 
781 
176 
039 
977 
017 
931 
866 
339 
737 
800 
50 


405 


811 
654 

383 
227 


Difference 


5 


4,951 

48,120 

7,766 

19,166 

8,396 

549 

910 

644- 

7,721 

248 

303 

1,674 

1,208 

41,349 

125,000 

89,355 

2,212 

3,601 

2,472 

48,445 

3,551 

1,382 

2,887 

5,227 

384 

170 

1,556 

1,219 

1,824 

1,039 
5,023 
217 
131 
2,634 
4,339 
2,737 

50 

6,597 
18,405 


$4.09,011 

26,346 

21,545 
30,227 


075 


$454,437 


COMPARISON  OF  EXPENDITURES  FOR  ALL  APPROPRIATIONS 
OTHER  THAN  THOSE  FOR  PERSONAL  SERVICES,  WITH  ORIGINAL 
BUDGET  APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  1Q69-1Q70 


General  Division 

Contractual  Services 
Allowance  for  Use  of 

Employees*  Cars 
Vltce.  &  Repair  -  Bldgs. 
<fltce.  &  Repair  -  Structures 
Reconstruction  &  Replacement 
Materials  &  Supplies  -  Resale 
foodstuffs  (Subsist.) 
Materials  &  Supplies 
Equipment 
i'ixed  Charges 

Total  Gen.  Div. 


amp  Mather 

ontractual  Services 
aterials  &  Supplies 
oodstuffs  (Subsistence) 
axes  -  Real  Estate 

Total  Camp  Mather 


icht  Harbor 


(mtractual  Services 
l.lowance  for  Use  of 
Employees'  Cars 

ce.  &  Repair  -  Structures 
l.terials  &  Supplies 

uipment 

xed  Charges 

Total  Yacht  Harbor 


[eclal  Zoo  Fund 


I'ltractual  Services 
berials  &  Supplies 
hipment 

Total  Zoo  Fund 


Original 

Budget 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

Difference 

$  166,189 

$ 

163,223 

$  2,966 

22,000 

16,804 

5,196 

200,000 

192,855 

7,145 

170,000 

108,757 

61,243 

194,800 

90,448 

104,352 

1,000 

990 

10 

£4,500 
385,000 

33,637 

863 

394,253 

-  9,253 

100,000 

101,995 

-  1,995 

32.918 

30.522 

2,396 

$1,306,407 


Original 
Budget 
Appropriation 


17,494 

8,725 

44,000 

_2.i  692 


$   72,911 


Original 

Budget 

Appropriation 

$    1,560 

100 

17,200 

1,600 

4,909 

143.411 

$  168,780 


Original 

Budget 

Appropriation 


$ 


3,220 
1,800 
7.130 


$   12,150 


$1,133,484 


18,950 
7,999 

39,838 
2,578 


$   69,365 


Expenditures 
$      983 

100 

16,933 

1,620 

116 

143.971 

$  163,723 


Expenditures 

$  357 
1,710 
5.057 

$    7,124 


$172,923 


Expenditures   Difference 


1,456 
726 

4,162 
114 


$  3,546 


Difference 
*    577 

-0- 

267 
20 

4,793 
-5M 


& 

5 

,057 

Difference 

$ 

2, 

2 

86^ 

90 

073 

$ 

5, 

026 

ATTENDANCE  FOR  FISCAL  VFflP  m^.y^ 
PLAYGRpUNDS 


Unit 


Alta  Plaza 

Aptos 

Argonne 

Balboa 

Bay view 

Bernal  Heights 

Big  Rec 

Cabrillo 

Cayuga 

Chalmers,  Alice 

Chinese  Recreation  Center 

Chinese  Playground 

Cow  Hollow 

Crocker-Amazon 

Douglass 
Duboce 

Eureka  Valley 
Excelsior 
Folsom 
Fulton 
Funston 
[Garfield 
Gilman 
Glen  Park 

Golden  Gate  Tennis  Courts 
Grattan 

Hamilton  Recreation  Center 
Hayes  Valley 
Hayward  Boys 
Wayward  Girls 
ierz,  Francis  J. 
Jackson 

Junipero  Serra 
tahn,  Julius 
timbell  Field 
Lafayette  Park 
Larsen  Park 


Attendance 


34,973 
32,438 
39,877 
62,772 
30,930 
48,388 
104,075 
27,271 
32,963 
55,523 
129,680 
48,^08 
31,445 
165,845 
58,821 
33,586 
168,799 
52,069 
43,368 
25,865 
236,454 
48,964 
28,010 
126,969 
126,176 
25,568 

158,513 
52,46^ 
71,284 
56,095 
31,672 
48,588 
35,820 
80,326 
5,504 
49,585 
18,982 


Unit 


Attendance 


Laurel  Hill 

Lee,  Joseph 

Levi  Strauss 

McCoppin  Square 

Merced  Heights 

Midtown  Terrace 

Miraloma 

Mission  Dolores 

Mission  Playground 

Mountain  Lake 

Murphy,  J.  p. 

Noe  Valley 

North  Beach 

Ocean  View 

Panhandle 

Parkside  Square 

Peixotto 

Portola 

Potrero  Hill 

Presidio  Heights 
Richmond 
Rochambeau 
Rolph,  James 
Rossi,  Angelo 
St.  Mary's 
Silver  Terrace 
South  Park 
South  Sunset 
Stern  Grove 
Sunnyside 
Sunset 

Sutter,  Louis 
Upper  Noe 
Visitacion  Valley 
Wawona  Annex 
West  Portal 
West  Sunset 
Wills,  Helen 


26,899 

78,072 

3,3H 

36,725 
35,956 
34,965 
42,422 
66,368 
61,457 
39,005 
35,466 

23,953 
287,116 
132,190 
39,582 
22,735 
13,^44 
90,312 
80,075 
22,292 
36,422 
46,566 
97,252 
50,331 
239,22^ 
49,716 
13,297 
87,^4^ 
152,672 
21,989 
126,242 
28,254 
91,844 
37,520 
7,287 
24,564 
54,482 
72,316 


TOTAL 


4,838,134 
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HOUSING  CEMTERQ 
Unit 

Attendance 
Hunters  Point  Gymnasium 

Hunters  Point  Recreation  Center  (Milton  Mever)  t9>3°l 

Yerba  Buena  Senior  Center       l       Meyer j  57,906 

19.782 

146,989 

AQUATICS 

Aquatic  Park 

Balboa  Pool  1,717,251 

Coffman  Pool  180,874 

Fleishhacker  Pool  77,892 

Garfield  Pool  56,605 

Hamilton  Pool  168,321 

Lake  Merced  Sports  Center                                49,742 

Larsen  Pool  198,5  32 

Mission  Pool  238,948 

North  Beach  Pool  29,130 

Phelan  Beach  140, 600 

Rossi  Pool  312,764 

Martin  Luther  King,  Jr  Pool  136,645 

_      36.026 


MISCELLANEOUS   FACILITIES    AND    ACTTVTTTttq 


3,343,398 


Camp  Mather 

Drama  Center  11,670 

Golden  Gate  Park  Senior  Center  12>295 

Music  Center  51,869 

Photography  Center  10,835 

Rmf^ge-  RandaU  JUnl°r  MUSe™  l£:«? 

Stern  Grove  Concert  14,708 

Pine  Lake  Day  Camp  135,220 

Silver  Tree  Day  Camp  7,063 

Senior  Citizens  Hobby  Show  15,668 

Carnival  Day  3,762 

May  Day  Celebration  1,350 

Photography  Day  739 

10.000 

458,155 

RECAPITULATION 

Dlaygrounds 

lousing  Centers  4,838,134 

Aquatics  146,Q89 

liscellaneous  Facilities   and   Activities  ^eS'tIc 

does   not   include   Golden  Gate   Park  and    the   Zoo)  '    ^t)'199. 

8,786,676 


PHOTOGRAPHERS  IN  THIS  ANNUAL  REPORT 


Cover  Photography- 


Courtesy  of  the  Pacific  Telephone  and 
Telegraph  Company 


Other  Photographs  throughout 


John  D.  Giosso,  Photography  Center 

George  Campbell,  Photography  Center 

Roy  Hudson,  Strybing  Arboretum 

Kirk  Conragan,  Josephine  D.  Randall 
Junior  Museum 

Walt  Lynott,  San  Francisco  Examiner 


Robert  H.  Cox 
Madison  Devlin 
Ron  Sugiyama 
Ron  Patterson 
Bill  Conkie 


Commercial  Photographers 
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